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Iraq frees more Arab prisoners 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — : Iraq freed.a group of Arab pris- 
oners on Monday following an amnesty declared last 
month by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein, the Inter- 
national Committee for' fee Red Cross (ICRC) said. 
“We have been iirformed that a group of Arab prison- 
ers was freed today from Abu Gbarib Prison [near 
Baghdad] ” said ICRC spokesman Frank Bettelsbeck, 
without specifying thenunib er. The group i ncluded 
two Lebanese nationals. More than 300 Arab ~pniSn“ 
ers, mostly from Egypt, have been freed since Presi- 
dent Hussein announced the amnesty on Feb. 5 after.a 
meeting with Arab League Secretary General Esmat 
Abdul Meguid. The ICRC has said it expects a total of 
between 1,200 and 1300 Arab prisoners to be 
released, while the Iraqi authorities have said the par- 
don did not cover prisoners convicted of spying. 
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U.S. offers Russia deal to stop 
arms trade with Iran 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — In an attempt to coax Rus- 
sia to stop selling missiles io Iran, the United States is 
offering Moscow a chance to expand business launch- 
ing of foreign satellites, the New York Times reported 
Monday. The U.S. effort is part of a policy designed 
to discourage Russian companies from helping Iran 
develop new surface-to-air missiles, the newspaper 
reported. But a U.S. official said the satellite coopera- 
tion was not directly linked to the ballistic missiles 
programme. ‘We are not offering inducements,” said 
the official, who asked not to be named. We intend to 
continue space cooperation free of concerns relating 
to ballistic missile considerations,” he said. 
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Four Islamists, 
policeman killed 
in Egypt 

MINYA (AFP) — Four 
Isl amis ts branded “danger- 
ous” and a policeman were 
killed in a shoot-out Mon- 
day in a village in Egypt’s 
Minya province, police 
said. Another policeman 
was also injured in the first 
violent incident between 
armed Islamists and Egypt's 
security forces since 
December. Police said mili- 
tants from the armed Egypt- 
ian group J amaa IsJamiya 
were surrounded by securi- 
ty forces in fields in a vil- 
lage around 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo but refused 
to surrender and fired on the 
police. Security agents fired 
back, killin g four of the 
Islamists. One police con- 
script was found dead and 
another was injured during 
the gunfight 

Israeli student 
stabbed in Jerusalem 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Israeli Talmu- 
dical college student was 
seriously wounded by three 
men who stabbed .him in 
central Jerusalem Sunday, 
state radio reported.- The 
man, aged around 20, was 
in serious condition in hos- 
pital with a stab wound in 
his chest the radio said. He 
had been unable td“telT 
police if his assailants were 
Arabs or Jews. 

Bosnian Serb pleads 
guilty to i^peJiefene . 
U.N. court . 


Prince Hassan: 1998 is year of 
Israeli redeployment in W. Bank 


By Alia A. Tookan 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

RAMALLAH — Jordan 
■ expects Israel to fully hon- 
our its commitments to the 
Palestinians, in particular 
its troop redeployments 
from “most Palestinian 
areas,” His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan said 
following talks with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
‘ Arafat in R amall ah yester- 
day. 

“Let me reiterate that 
1998 is the year of [Israeli] 
redeployment from most 
[Palestinian] areas,” Crown 
Prince Hassan told 
reporters after his discus- 
sions with Mr. Arafat and 
Other senior Palestinian 
officials. 

During the talks Mr. 
Arafat told Crown Prince 
Hassan that he is seeking 
King Hussein's assistance,, 
top Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erekat said. 

-- Mr. Arafat is hoping to 
use Ionian's close contacts 
with the Americans and the 
Isfaelis to push the stalled 
peace process forward, a 
senior Palestinian official 
said, requesting anonymity. 

— We — listened lo_ _ jthe 

Crown Prince’s good 
advice... especially since 
we are facing some difficul- 
ties in the peace process... 
that we can hopefully over- 

-coaaet-Mc; AicafM tojd-jour- 

nalists, after thankin g His 
Majesty King Hussein and 



Palestinian President Yasser Arafat addresses a news conference next to HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan after their meeting on Monday. Both leaders called on Israel to implement 
its Middle East peace commitments (Reuters photo) 

His Royal Highness for Prime Minister BenyaminJ 


their efforts in support of 
the peace process. 

Dr. Erekat said that talks 
between the two sides 
focused on the stalled peace 
process and bilateral rela- 
tions, p articularly in the 
economic field. “ 

Both sides believe that 
“there is nothing wrong 
with the peace process, the 
negotiations, or with the 
: Oslo' - accords^ ...What is 
wrong are the practices of 
the government of [Israeli 


Netanyahu,” Dr. Erekat 
said. 

Crown Prince Hassan and 
Mr. Arafat called for a more 
concerted effort on behalf 
of the international commu- 
nity in pushing forward the 
peace - process,- deadlocked 
since the Hebron accords of 
January 1997. 

We are going through an 
acute phase in the region... 

and expect a. political initia- 
tive from the international 
community,” the Crown 


Prince said, stressing that 
the Arab World still has the 
“political will” to reach a 
comprehensive peace, 
despite the obstacles. 

Mr. Arafat echoed the 
sentiment, saying that 
agreements reached 
between the Palestinians 
and the Israelis were not 
bilateral, since they were 
also signed by Jordan, 
Egypt, the U.S., the EU, 


(Continued on page 7) 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — A 
Bosnian Serb, accused by 
the UN. war crimes court 
of raping and torturing 
Muslim women during die 
Bosnian war. on Monday 
pleaded guilty to rape bat 
not guilty to torture. The 
case against Dragoljub . 
Kunarac marks the first 
time the war crimes court 
has treated sexual offences 
as a crime against humanity. 

TUrkish troops kill 40 
rebel Kurds 

ANKARA (AFP) — Turk- 
ish army troops have killed 
<40 separatist Kurdish rebels 
in the last three days in a 
major military campaign in 
the troubled southeast, the 
state-run Anatolian news 
agency reported Monday. 
The fighting between the 
troops and members of the 
outlawed Kurdish Labour 
Party (PICK) took place in a 
mountainous area in the 
province of Bingol. it said. 
It was the large-scale fight- 
ing in southeast Turkey 
since last autumn. 

Blast kills 12 
and injures 17 in 
Mogadishu — sources 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
At least 12 people were 
killed and 17 others injured 
when a device exploded in 
north Mogadishu on Mon- 
day, witnesses, and medical 
sources said. Six “of the 
injured were in critical con- 
dition, a source at a north 
Mogadishu hospital said. 
Other reports said tfrar ..two 
of the injured had already - 
died in hospital. Karan dis- 
trict police commander 
Yoassef Jihbay put the 
death toU lower than the 
witnesses and medical 
sources, saying only (right 
died. The incident occurred 
in the Argentine neighbour- 
hood of north Mogadishu, 
controlled by warlord AH 
Mahdi Mohammad. Mr. Ali 
Mahdi sent a message of 
condolences to the victims 
of the blast, believed to have 
been caused either by a land 
mine or grenade being deto- 
nated by fire that had been 
lit to buni garbage. 


Iraqi oil minister meets Annan 
to discuss oil-for-food accord 


UNITED NATIONS. (AFP) 
— The Iraqi foreigD minis- 
ter met here Monday with 
U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan in a bid to iron 
out problems holding up 
implementation of an 
enhanced oil-for-food deal. 

Although U.N. officials 
said that Minister Moham- 
mad Said AI SahbaF s visit 
would focus on the oil-for- 
food arrangement, he was 
also expected to discuss the 
issue of U.N. weapons 
inspections during his 
week-long visit to New 
York. 

■ Mr. S ahhnf made no com- 
ment to reporters Monday 
when he arrived at UN. 
headquarters for the meet- 
ing with Mr. Annan. 

It is the U.N. chieF s first 
meeting with a senior Iraqi 
official since his return 
from Baghdad, after sign- 
ing a Feh. 23 agreement 
providing for unfettered 
access for the U.N. inspec- 
tors attempting to verify the 
elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruc- 


tion. 

' The accord also provided 
for new guidelines for the 
inspection of so-called 
presidential sites, which 
Mr. Annan was due to 
release to the U.N. Security 
Council on Monday,. 

The council endorsed the 
accord on March 2^ but 
warned of “severest conse- 
quences” — military action 
— if Iraq fails to cooperate 
with the inspectors of the 
UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) in future. 

Washington- reiterated 
Monday that in case of a 
new violation by Iraq, no 
further Security Council 
action would be necessary, 
after Mr. Annan told ABC 
Television Sunday that 
additional consultations 
should take place. 

A team searching for sus- 
pected concealed weapon- 
ry, led by former U.S. 
Marine Scott Ritter, , bas, 
been conducting snap 
inspections in Iraq since 
last week without incident. 

Baghdad “accuses Wash- 


ington and London of using 
UNSCOM as. tool to pro- 
long U.N sanctions that 
have been in force against 
Iraq since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. The 
crippling oil embargo can- 
not be lifted until 
UNSCOM has completed 
its work. 

The Security Council, 
expressing concern about 
the humanitarian effect of 
the sanctions, on Feb. 20 
decided to raise the amount 
of oil Iraq is permitted to 
sell in the oil-for-food 
arrangement from $2 bil- 
lion every six months to 
$5.2 billion. 

Two-thirds of the oil prof- 
its are set aside for badly- 
needed food and medicine, 
while 30 per cent covers 
compensation for the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait The 
rest defrays the cost of U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

But in a potential .deal 
breaker' Iraq has objected 
to the sharp rise in 

(Continued on page 7) 


World powers agree on Belgrade 
weapons embargo over Kosovo 


LONDON (AFP) — - World 

powe rs at a meeting in Lon- 
doiTagreeS Monday ttrseek 
a UN. arms embargo 
against Yugoslavia over the 
bloody repression of ethnic 
Albanians in Kosovo and to 
send, a mediator to the 
province. 

Foreign ministers or 
deputy ministers from 
Britain, France, Germany, 
Italy, Russia and the United 
States also agreed to ban 
the trade in equipment 
which could be used for 
internal repression. 

Former Spanish Premier 
Felipe Gonzalez will act as 
a -mediator, the- ministers 
said. 


U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright pro- 
nounced herself .Tvery satis- 
fied” with the agreement. 

While supporting the first 
two measures. Russia 
agreed to sit out on other 
measures discussed at the 
emergency meeting of the 
six-nation Contact Group 
on the former Yugoslavia. 

Those included a threat to 
freeze Yugoslavia’s foreign 
assets in 10 days if the situ- 
ation in Kosovo does not 
improve, a ban on visas for 
Yugoslav officials and min- 
isters and an end to foreign 
government aid. 

. The group also agreed to 
seek to extend the mandate 


of a UN. force in neigh- 
bouring Macedonia, to urge 
the International Criminal 
Tribunal "for Yugoslavia to 
investigate alleged war 
crimes in Kosovo, and to 
send in Organisation for 
Cooperation and Security 
in Europe (OSCE) moni- 
tors. 

Yugoslav President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic must grant 
Kosovo “an enhanced sta- 
tus” wi thin Yugoslavia, 
.withdraw riot police from 
the province, allow access 
to the Red Cross and com- 
mit hims elf to dialogue 
with Kosovo Albanian 

(Continued on page 7) 


Ritter’s team 
carries out 
marathon 
inspection 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — A team 
of UN. arms experts led by for- 
mer U.S. Marine Scott Ritter 
returned Monday from a 
rnanaboo inspection which last- 
ed almost 24 hours, a UN. offi- 
cial said They left yesterday at 
9:00 am. and came back here at 
5:00 am,” AJan - Dacey, 
spokesman of tbe UN. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) in 
charge of disarming Iraq, said 
from the UN. arms monitoring 
centre in Baghdad 

They inspected a number of 
sites, two of which were ‘sensi- 
tive,”’ he told AFP, without giv- 
ing locations. “Their mission 
was satisfactory... and they are 
resting today.” 

Iraq’s official news agency 
INA said Sunday that the 
UNSCOM ream led by Mr. Rit- 
ter, who is dubbed a CIA spy in 
Baghdad, visited four sites on its 
third day of inspections. 

The inspections were conduct- 
ed ‘‘without impediment and 
with - full cooperation from the 
Iraqi side." as on previous days, 
it said An Iraqi-UN. accord on 
Feb. 23 headed off tbe threat of a 
US.-led air assault and laid 
down special arrangements for 
UNSCOM to oner eight presi- 
dential sites, which Baghdad 
had previously declared off-lim- 
its. Mr. Ritter is expected to stay 
in Iraq until the middle of this 
week. His mission, which start- 
ed Thursday, dees not cover 
presidential sites but it is seen as 
a test of Iraq’s pledge to cooper- 
ate fully with UNSCOM. 

The American’s last visit to 
Baghdad was cut short on Jan. 
16 after Iraqi authorities boned 
him from inspecting ‘’sensitive” 
military and intelligence sites on 
the grounds his team was domi- 
nated by Anglo-Saxons. 

Baghdad accuses Washington 
and London of using UNSCOM 
as tool to prolong the UN. sanc- 
tions in force against Iraq since 
its August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. The embargo can not be 
lifted until UNSCOM has com- 
pleted its work. 


* 

King asks Cabinet to speed up 
investigating Ma’an suspects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday directed tbe govern- 
ment to speed up investiga- 
tions with detainees who were 
held, suspected of being 
responsible for, or taking part 
in last month's disturbances in 
the southern town of Ma'an. 

One man was killed and 
over 20 injured in the clashes 
between demonstrators and 
police on Feh 20 and 21 fol- 
lowing pro-Iraq rallies. 

At least 44 people were 
interrogated for their alleged 
involvement in the demonstra- 
tions and clashes with the 
police, and the government 
has said that it will either 
release some of the detainees 
on the completion of the inves- 
tigations or will refer them to 


court for tiiaL 

Following the disturbances a 
one week curfew was imposed 
on Ma’an and tbe police car- 
ried out bouse to bouse search- 
es during which they reported- 
ly confiscated 500 illegal 
weapons and unspecified 
quantities of explosives. 

More than half the Lower 
House deputies last Wednes- 
day urged the government to 
release aO (he people wire 
were arrested in Ma’an. a town 
of 30 000 people. 

Representatives of 13 politi- 
cal parties, beaded by tbe 
Islamic Action Hoot, called 
for die immediate release of all 
persons arrested in die distur- 
bances and demanded tbe dis- 
missal of the government, 
accusing it of being responsi- 


ble for the unrest 
At the time of tbe distur- 
bances the King defended the 
role of tbe security forces say- 
ing thar “they’ exercised 
restraint” in the encounter with 
demonstrators and were the 
targets of a “campaign” by tbe 
opposition. 

An announcement made 
Monday said King Hussein 
directed Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali to speed up the 
investigations. 

Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said “die Royal directives 
reflect the King's keenness to 
aid the investigations with tbe 
release of those who commit- 
ted minor violations and to 
refer the others to court for 
trial" 


Jordan, Israel sign standards 


unification agreement 



Hanl Mulki, minister of trade, industry and Supply, 
watches Israeli Minister of Industry and Trade Natan Sha- 
ransky signing an agreement to expand economic ties 
between the two countries during a signing ceremony in 
Amman on Monday. Jordan and Israel agreed on Monday 
to forge ahead in expanding trade exchanges and joint ven- 
tures saying they will work to build on tapping their 
economies mutual advantages (Reuters photo) 

Crown Prince urges Israel to 
lift trade restrictions with PNA 

HIS ROYAL Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Monday 
stressed the importance of activating inter-trade between Jor- 
dan. Israel and the Palestinian National Authority (PNA). 

At a meeting with the Israeli Minister of Industry and Trade 
Natan Sharansky yesterday. Prince Hassan urged Israel to “lift 
obstacles hindering trade” between Jordan and Israel, accord- 
ing to an official source. 

The source added that both sides also discussed means to 
facilitate trade between Jordan and the PNA. 

Also on Monday. His Majesty King Hussein met with Mr. 
Sharansky and discussed the implementation of trade agree- 
ments signed between the two countries under the peace 
treaty. 


By Gballa Alul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and 
Israel on Monday signed a 
standards unification agree- 
ment which they hope 
would boost low trade lev- 
els since the signing of the 
peace treaty in 1994. 

The agreement, on “recip- 
rocal accreditation of labo- 
ratory results,” is expected 
to improve the “non-S3iis- 
factory" trade exchanges: 
that failed to exceed $35 
million in 1997. officials 
said. 

According to the agree- 
ment, “Jordanian products 
tested in Jordan will be 
allowed entry to the Israeli 
market without any further 
tests and the same applies 
to Israel,” Minister of 
Trade. Industry and Supply 
Hani Mulki said. 

Dr. Mulki was speaking 
to reporters following a 
erecting with h:* Israeli 
counterpart Natan Sharan- 
sky. 

"This will constitute one 
of the first agreements in 
the region on terms of a rec- 
iprocal accreditation of test 
results." Dr. Mulki said. 

He added that Jordan and 
Israel have prepared a list 
of 12 products that are 
expected to be finalised 
during the coming three 
months. 

Also on Monday. Jordan 
and Israel addressed a joint 
letter to the European Com- 
munity (EC) requesting the 
EC to accept accumulation 
of rules of origin to allow 
Jordanian and Israeli prod- 
ucts free access to Euro- 
pean markets similar to the 
status granted by the U.S. to 
industries established at the 
recently designated Quali- 
fying Industrial Zone (QIZ) 
in the northern city of Irbid. 

The U.S. on Friday offi- 
cially designated the QIZ 
that grants Jordanian goods 


free access to U.S. markets 
without reciprocal benefits. 

Both Jordan and Israel, in 
the presence of U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright, signed toe QIZ 
agreement during the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
conference held in Doha 
last November. 

Products manufactured tit 
QIZ should involve an 
Israeli input of at least 1 1 .7 
per cent. 

Jordan and Israel also 


agreed to form a joint com- 
mittee that will licence 
Irbid-based businesses eli- 
gible for a duty free access 
on U.S. markets. 

“The QIZ is a unique, 
unprecedented agreement 
which gives a unique 
opportunity to enhance eco- 
nomic cooperation between 
both countries.” Mr. Sha- 
ransky told reporters. 

-He said in addition to toe 

(Continued on page 7) 


King Fahd hospitalised 


RIYADH (AFP) — King 
Fahd was admitted to hospital 
here Monday suffering from 
an inflammation of the gall 
bladder as the royal- palace 
called for prayers for his 
recovery. 

The official news agency 
SPA, quoting a statement from 
the palace., said the monarch 
was taken to King Faisal Hos- 
pital in Riyadh suffering from 
inflammation of the gall blad- 
der. 

“We call on God to lock 
after the sovereign and to 
restore his health,” the palace 
said. 

Such an inflammation could 
be caused by a simple infec- 
tion, but it could also be linked 
to cancer of the pancreas. 


medical' sources said. They 
said it could have serious 
repercussions for a patient in 
his mid 70s like the long. 

Two weeks ago, toe king, 
who is believed to have been 
bom in 1921. was reported to 
be resting outside toe capital. 

King Fahd was hospitalised 
in November 1995 after suf- 
fering a stroke and called on 
his half-brother, Grown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, to 
run the affairs of state for six 
weeks. 

The monarch recovered and 
returned go his duties, although 
Prince Abdullah, 74, has 
increasingly (Hayed a more 
prominent role. 

King Fahd has been chairing 
the weekly cabinet meetings 


and appeared in good health in 
recent encounters, although he 
used a wheelchair and a cane 
to stand up because of circula- 
tory problems and diabetes, 
diplomats said. 

He met former Iranian Pres- 
ident Ali Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani on Feb. 21, in his last 
official engagement. 

One of the 45 recorded sons 
of the founder of toe largest 
Gulf Arab state. Abdul Aziz 
Ben Suud, King Fahd became 
the country's fifth king when 
King Khaled died in 1982 

King Fahd has reigned for 
tbe last 1 6 years over a country 
which is the world's largest 
petroleum producer and 
exporter and holds a fourth of 
its oil reserves. 
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Hizbollah rejects security guarantees for Israel 


BE1 R UT f R ) — The leader of 
the Hizbollah said in remarks 
published Monday that the 
Beirut government should not 
gite Israel security .guaran- 
tees in the event of Israel's 
withdrawal from south 
Lebanon. 

“Can anyone giv e the 
enemy what it wants in terms 
of security alter ail the 
aggressions it carried out 
against the people in the 
occupied zone?" asked 
Sheikh Hasson Nasruilah in 
comments carried in 


Lebanese newspapers. 

Israel said last week it had 
given up trying to make 
peace with Syria and 
Lebanon for now and was 
aiming instead to negotiate 
terms for an Israeli withdraw- 
al from south Lebanon. 

Lebanon swiftly rejected 
any negotiations, calling the 
proposal “nothing new" and 
insisting, as did Syria, that 
U.N. Resolution 4-5 called 
for an unconditional Israeli 
pullout. 

Israeli leaders have been 


signalling a readiness to agree 
toVithdraw from Lebanon as 
of late, but only so long as the 
Beirut government stops 
Hizbollah guerrilla attacks. 

Hizbollah is fighting a guer- 
rilla war of attrition to drive 
Israeli troops and their local 
militia allies, the South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), from 
the Jewish stale’s south 
Lebanon self-declared "secu- 
rity zone." 

Israel has occupied parts of 
south Lebanon since 197S. 
saying it is necessary to pro- 


tect its northern border area. 
Thirty-nine Israeli soldiers 
and 54 guerrillas, mostly 
Hizbollah. were killed in 
Lebanon in 1997. 

Sbeikh Nasrallah said Israel 
had acknowledged U.N. Res- 
olution 425 after so many 
years “as a result of blows by 
the Lslarnic resistance." He 
said an unconditional Israeli 
withdrawal was a matter of 
time. 

Hizbollah guerrillas fre- 
quently clash with Israeli 
troops and the SLA in south 


Lebanon, site of air raids, 
locket nrrac ks and roadside 
bombs. 

Hizbollah Deputy Secretary 
General Sheikh Naee'm 
Kassem said the group would 
not reveal its future plans in 
the event of an Israeli with- 
drawal from south Lebanon. 

“Israel has no right to know 
what might happen afieT its 
withdrawal because this 
would amount to giving it 
one of the guarantees it is ask- 
ing for." he told AJ Nahar 
newspaper. 


Israel to recognise Pollard as spy — reports 


TEL AVIV 1 AFP> — The 
Israeli gnvemmem will Mxm 
recognise officially lor the 
first time that a former U.S. 
navy analyst serving a life 
sentence for espionage was an 
Israeli spy, Israeli media 
reported Monday. 

Israel public radio and the 
Yediot Ahurnnoi newspaper 
said Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu would 
announce later this week nr 
next week that Jonathan Pol- 
lard was spying for Israel 
when he was arrested in 19S5. 

Mr. Netanyahu's aim is to 
facilitate efforts to convince 
the U.S. government to 
release Mr. Pollard, a Jew ish 
.American who has taken 


Israeli nationality since his 
imprisonment, and let him 
emigrate to Israel. 

,\fr. Pollard has been seek- 
ing through Israel's, supreme 
court for years to force the 
government to admit officially 
that he worked for the Mossad 
foreign intelligence service. 

The Yediot Ahuronot said it 
had been informed that Mr. 
Netanyahu vs as finally willing 
to mke this step by Yuri Edel- 
stein. the minister for immi- 
grant affairs who recently met 
with Mr. Pollard in his North 
Carolina jail cell. 

There was no immediate 
confirmation of the change in 
policy from Mr. Edelstein’s 
office or other officials. 


Successive Israeli govern- 
ments have discreetly sought 
to obtain Mr. Pollard's release, 
but have declined repeated 
demands by the spy for offi- 
cial recognition of his links to 
Mossad. 

After coming to power in 
June 1996. Mr. Netanyahu 
appointed a ministerial com- 
mittee headed by cabinet sec- 
retary Danny Naveh to seek 
Pollard's release. The press 
reports said Mr. Naveh would 
soon travel to the United 
Stales to meet with Mr. Pol- 
lard. 

Mr. Netanyahu also report- 
edly instructed an official ar 
Israel's embassy in Washing- 
ton. Vuzhak Oren. to meet 


weekly with Pollard to brief 
him on efforts to obtain his 
release. 

Pollard was a U.S. Navy' 
analyst when he was recruited 
by Mossad in the early 1980s 
to pass on classified intelli- 
gence information, notably 
concerning military develop- 
ments in the Arab World. 

He was arrested in 1985 and 
sentenced to life in prison for 
treason in 1987. He obtained 
Israeli nationality in 1996. 

VS. President Bill Clinton 
last year rejected a request to 
grant a pardon to Pollard, 
bowing to U.S. intelligence 
officials who said the spy’s 
release would undermine U.S. 
security. 


Top U.S. general says forces in Gulf 
must stay on alert against Iraq 


RIYADH iAFP) — General 
Henry Shelton, the top offi- 
cer in the U.S. military, met 
Saudi Defence Minister 
Prince Sultan Ben Abdul 
Aziz here Monday and said 
his forces in the Gulf must 
stay on alert against Iraq. 

"Until U.N. weapons 
inspectors are allowed to 
complete their work, we 
hav e no choice but to assume 
that Iraq has not abandoned 
it-, pursuit of weapons of 
mass destruction and that it 
continues to pose a threat to 
its neighbours." he said. 

"The United States anJ our 
coalition partners . will 
remain vigilant." the chair- 


man of the joint chiefs of 
staff said in a statement at the 
end of a two-day visit during 
which he also met Crown 
Prince Abdullah Ben Abdul 
Aziz. 

“We will continue to con- 
sult closely and to rely on the 
advice and friendship of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 
our dealings in this region." 
said the general. 

Gen. Shelton said his talks 
in Saudi .Arabia, where he 
met top military officials, 
focused on “issues of mutual 
concern, particularly those 
related to the security and 
stability of the Gulf region." 

A U.S. embassy spokes- 


woman. meanwhile, said 
that Gen. Shelton on his first 
visit here as chairman of the 
joint chiefs of staff also visit- 
ed American military units in 
the Riyadh region. 

Gen. Shelton was to travel 
to Kuwait later the same day 
on the second leg of a tour 
that will also take him to 
Egypt. 

The Pentagon has said the 
general's tour was long 
scheduled, but it comes as a 
huge U.S. force has been 
kept in the Gulf to await a 
lest of Iraq’s implementation 
of a U.N. accord on arms 


inspections. 

Before the Feb. 23 accord. 


which headed off the threat 
of U.S. military action. Saudi 
Arabia ruled out the use of 
its territory, where around 
100 U.S. planes are based, to 
launch attacks on Iraq. 

Under an operation named 
“Southern Watch." U.S. air- 
craft in Saudi Arabia help 
patrol a "no-fly" zone over 
southern Iraq. 

In KuwaiL Gen. Shelton 
was to hold talks Tuesday 
with his Kuwaiti counter- 
part. Lieutenant General Ali 
Mohammad Hassan .AJ* 
Mu' min. He also plans to 
visit U.S. troops at Camp 
Doha and attend joint U.S.- 
Kuwaiti manoeuvres. 


U.S. planned for govemment- 
in-exile during attack — Iraq 


BAG HD .AD < AFP i — Iraq -aud 
Monday that a .-'^member gov- 
w-r:.r .-jr. .i;. 1 .-2 S\ 

the CIA was m have been 
announced during a U.S. attack 
in the ai-i' nver U.N. arm'. 
: r.* pec! rori-t. 

The Feb. 23 a.voJ with the 
United Notion •- a-, erred the 
^VvVleneJ L.S. air war on Iraq. 

go-.emnv.vi; i - made up 
■■! ?' mcn-iK.T' v.h.i receive 
their -aiartc - trotn tire U.S. tntel- 
accr.-c -.rviee." the Ccnlrai 
!r a v licence Agency «ClAi. -xiiJ 
die ;jJ new -ruper NjIxI AS 
Shorjh 

Th.’ pa, 'XT. rjr. ry Prvs;den: 
Sad lam Hu-cir.'-. v>n Udav, 
etting Jipiornaitc -■* iwec 


'td 


[he international media pub- 
lished ■! list of 15 names and 
■a;- L'.' . i Ii'.-e g - 

emment had been postponed 
because of the Iraq-U.N. accord. 

Among Lhe member-, it said, 
were Ahmad Shi'-Di v. fr-, head 
the L» ■ndor.-ba.’CJ Iraqi Na'cun- 
aJ Congres- >INCr ■.■pposiijnn 
cnaiition and Wufiq Samarrai. a 
former mi! i Ley intelligence 

chief who lied Iraq :n 

Mr. Shalobi aiij lost week ih.il 
the United .Stares ■.> a-, rl'. mne t..i 
i.'Veriir.’W Iraqi Pr-esiden: Sad- 
dorti Hu— etn or-J in util a 
denvcrr.ic e> emin er.*.. Tw < • 
senior U.S. > 'i'J'eiaN had briefed 
him > 'm lhe “ion. the [N't. leacer 
said. 


Iranian warship makes 
visit to Saudi Arabia 


TEHRAN (R) — .An Iranian 
w ar-hip has docked in a Saudi 
Arabia:: ^.t -in a frietiJN 
visit for the first time since 
Iran’s 1979 Islamist revolu- 
ti-rm. a newspaper said on 
Monday. 

The Khark logistics war- 
ship. carrying members of 
Iran'.- Revolutionary Guards 
and students and professors 
from the Iranian navy, was 
met by Saudi military officials 
when it arrived in the Red Sea 
port of Jeddah on Saturday. 
Lhe Tehran Times said. 

The English-language daily- 
said it was the firvf visit by an 
Iranian military ship to Saudi 
Arabia since the revolution. It 


did not say how long the visit 
would lasL 

Former Iranian President 
Akhar Has he mi Rafsanjani on 
Friday completed a 15-day 
visit to Saudi Arabia, where 
he discussed sagging nil 
pnees and regional coopera- 
tion with senior members of 
Saudi .Arab-a’s rating royal 
family. 

Saudi officials have talked 
of a new chapter in relations. 

The visit of the Iranian war- 
ship coincided with a visit to 
Saudi .Arabia by U S. .Army 
General Henry Shelton, who 
met Saudi .Arabian Crown 
Prince Abdullah. 


Top Turkish 
general to 


visit Russia 


ANKARA (AFP) — 
Turkey’s top commander. 
General Ismail Hakki Kara- 
dayi, will visit Russia next 
month, marking the first 
such high-ranking trip for a 
Turkish" military officer 
since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, Russian 
diplomatic sources said 
Monday. 

The two sides during the 
visit are expected to discuss 
possible sales of Russian 
military equipment to 
Turkey and explore joint 
production of arms systems, 
the sources said. 

The exact date of the trip, 
during which Gen. Karadayi 
would hold talks with top 
Russian military and 
defence officials, is expect- 
ed to be decided on in the 
next couple of weeks, they 
told AFP. 

Russian companies are 
already bidding for Turkey's 
multi-billion dollar pro- 
grammes to jointly produce 
tanks and attack helicopters 
with foreign partners. Other 
contenders include U.S., 
European and Israeli firms. 

Turkey was angered by a 
Russian decision last year to 
sell S-300 advanced surface- 
to-air missiles to Cyprus' 
internationally-recognised 
Greek-Cypriot government. 

However. Turkish opposi- 
tion to the deal has 
decreased in recent months. 

The Russian ambassador 
to .Ankara. Vadim 
Kuznetsov, last month said 
that Moscow was willing to 
boost defence industry 
cooperation with Turkey. 

"Apart from a very limited 
number of items that are not 
for sale to anyone, including 
nuclear weapons and long- 
range strategic missiles, we 
are ready to sell anything to 
Turkey. You just name the 
type." he said. 

Although Ankara and 
Moscow- are at odds over 
pipeline routes to transport 
oil and natural gas from for- 
mer Soviet republics in Cen- 
tra] Asia, the two countries 
have boosted trade since 
1991. 

Gen. Kuznetsov said tire 
bilateral trade volume, 
including unregistered sales 
of Turkish goods to Russia, 
exceeded $14 billion last 
vear. 




PROTEST TO FREE PALESTINIAN PRISONERS: Palestinian women chant 
during a protest Monday in front of the headquarters of the Internationa] Red 
Cross Committee in Gaza Strip. The women called on Israel to free their sons who 
are held as political prisoners in Israeli jails. More than 4,000 Palestinian prison- 
ers are still held in Israeli jails (Reuters photo) 


Jerusalem Awqaf council warn of 
Israeli attempts to take over property 


By FJias M. Zananiri 

Special to the Jordan Times 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— The Islamic Awqaf 
(Endowment) Council in 
Jerusalem has warned that 
the latest Israeli measures in 
the city are meant io take 
over more Islamic property, 
not only in Jerusalem' but all 
over Palestine. 

The Israeli district court is 
due to meet tomorrow as 
intensive attempts took place 
Monday to mediate between 
the Islamic Awqaf and the 
Khatib family of east 
Jerusalem to cancel the 
appeal the family presented 
to the court against the 
Awqaf. 

The counciL which met on 
Sunday, said it would consid- 
er itself in constant emer- 
gency session to view the 
developments in the court 
case raised by Isaac Aref 
Faritan Khatib. who wanted 
to claim his property back. 

The council warned that if 
the Israeli civil courts are 
given the right to discuss and 
issue verdicts in cases rele- 
vant to Islamic property, 
which has been within the 
Islamic religious court sys- 
tem. then “the whole Islamic 
and Christian endowment 
properties in Palestine face 
the danger of being confis- 
cated and taken over bv 


Israel." 

Since 1967. the Israeli 
courts have refrained from 
mterfering in cases involving 
the Islamic Awqaf in Pales- 
tine. but a recent ruling by the 
Israeli District Court accept- 
ing an appeal by Mr. Khatib 
to remeve property be' do hal- 
ed to the Islamic Awqaf in 
1981 threatens to set a hew 
legal precedent that would 
allow Israel in the future to 
take over Islamic property in 
Palestine. 

Three months ago. Mr. 
Khatib decided to claim his 
property back. He was told 
by the Awqaf Council that 
such a step is illegal accord- 
ing to Islamic religious rul- 
ings. Talks continued 
between Mr. Khatib and rep- 
resentatives of the Awqaf in 
order to find a way out of the 
crisis, but Mr. Khatib insisted 
on going to the Israeli courts. 

Adnan Husseini. the direc- 
tor of the Islamic Awqaf in 
Jerusalem, said that going to 
Israeli courts in this kind of 
cose is “just like walking into 
a dark tunnel. Nobody can 
tell what is waiting for him at 
the other end." 

He said the main concern is 
the fact that Israeli courts are 
new giving' themselves the 
right to issue rulings on cases 
that w'ere previously dealt 
with exclusively by the 
Islamic religious courts. 
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When Mr. Khatib donated 
his land, said Mr. Husseini 
he obtained a religious ruling 
ratifying his move from the 
Islamic religious court 
(Sharia') in east Jerusalem 
and later from the Jaffa reli- 
gious court, which backed 
the Jerusalem courts ‘deci- 
sion. 

■“What we are facing today 
is not only a case of a certain 
property in east Jerusalem, 
but a lead to a large-scale 
campaign by Israel to take 
over Islamic properties all 
over Palestine, not only in 
Jerusalem,'* Mr. Husseini 
said. 

Palestinians estimate that at 
least 90 per cent of die prop- 
erty within the walls of the 
Old City of Jerusalem is reg- 
istered religious endowment 
both Islamic and Christian. 
Should die Israeli court go 
ahead with its decision, most 
• of this property would 
become vulnerable to arbi- 
trary decisions issued by the 
Israeli authorities to be taken 
over. 

“This decision is very 
grave to Muslims all over the 
world. It shows there is a 
deliberate campaign aimed at 
taking over Islamic property 
in Palestine and it coincides 
with, the Israeli attempts to 
appropriate Islamic proper- 
ties in Jerusalem,” said Mr. 
Husseini. 
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chairs A1 Amal board meeting I Islamic 


VMMAN (JX) — . Her : -cancer centre in the region, 
Majesty Queen Noor Monday ■' whose ' muld-dimensiOTaJ 


feared the first Board of 
[rupees meeting of A3 Amal 
i^ntre to discuss future coop- 
jatjon and coordinaticffl 
erween Al Amal, the Royal 
Medical Services, the lyiin- 
5 try of Health , and Medical 
'jk and the Unrveraty of 
oidan, according to-p press 
elease. 

Queen Noes; who is the 
icanfs chairperson,, 

repressed her apprpanon for 
J 1 those who supported the ; 
saabJishment of the centre, 
riding that it is dite.”gpnerosi- 
v compassion and dedication 
if so many Jordanians who 
live made this possible.” 
According to the Queen, Al 
jjjnal is considered foe largest 
specialised comprehensive 


approach- comprises treat- 
ment, prevention, early detec- 
tion, public awareness and 
education, 

> ongoing cooperation 
with leading medical institu- 
tions worldwide wifi enable it 
to become a centre of excel- 
lence,” she said. 

The Queen noted that while 

Al Amal is a non-profit insti- 
tution! it also- has significant 
costs to cover in order to 
maintain the high quality ser- 
vices it offers, particularly 
since its ultimate aim is to be 
able to treat all patients, 
regardless of . their financial 
ability, the statement contin- 
ued. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali who is the vice- 


chair of the board, expressed 
the government’s support for 
collaboration between the 
public health sector and Al 
Amal Centre, adding that His 
Majesty King Hussein, in a 
Royal Decree last October, 
said: ‘The successful opera- 
tion of Al Amal Centre calls 
for uniting the efforts of all 
those involved in health care 
and their complete coordina- 
tion." 

In Jordan, the government 
covers more than 90 per cent 
of the cost of cancer care; 
however, one of the govern- 
ment hospitals’ facilities can 
provide the foil range of need- 
ed treatment of radiotherapy, 
chemotherapy and surgery. 

Al Amal Centre provides 
comprehensive treatment 
through an in-patient hospital 


with 120 beds, five operating 
rooms, a bone marrow trans- 
plantation unit, outpatient 
clinics, radiotherapy and 
nuclear medicine depart- 
ments. Its women’s centre 
receives patients for breast 
cancer screening, mammogra- 
phy, ultrasound, gynaecologi- 
cal exams and education and 
counselling. 

Another feature, the '‘Can- 
cer Registry" will contribute 
to and collaborate with the 
national Centre Registry in 
order to provide reliable can- 
cer statistics for Jordan and for 
the region, according to the 
statement. 

Al Amal Centre, which 
began operations last April, 
has treated more than 400 
patients from Jordan and the 
region. 


Japan provides grant for purchase of 
medical equipment to treat blood disease 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — The 
government of Japan has 
extended a grant to tallin g 
591,313 to the Jordanian 
Blood Diseases Association 
to finance die purchase of 
blood separation equipment 
in order to help thalassemia 
patients in the Kingdom, 
according to a Japanese 
embassy press release 
Monday. 

An agreement to this 
effect was signed Monday 
at the Embassy of Japan by 
Koichi Matsumoto, ambas- 
sador of Japan to Jordan, 
and Jihad Banna, secretary 
general of the association. 

ThaJassaemia is an 
endemic hereditary form of 
anaemia, occurring mainly 
in people of Mediterranean 
jr Western Asian origin, 
narked by the abnormal 
:ynthesis of haemoglobin 
ind a consequent shortened 
ife span of red blood cells. 
It is estimated that more 
lian 1,000 patients in Jor- 
dan are suffering from this 
lisease, for which no effec- 
ive treatment has been 
bund so far. Therefore, 
jatients .are _ required, jo 
lave their blood changed 
jeriodically as long as they 
live, the statement contin- 
ued. 

Every year at least 
100,000 children are born 
in the world with tha- 
lassemia. 

The equipment donated 
by the government of Japan 



Japanese Ambassador Koichi Matsumoto and Jordanian Blood Diseases Association 
Secretary General Jihad Banna Monday sign an agreement whereby the Japanese 
government will grant the association $91,313 for the purchase of equipment to treat 
thalassemia, a rare blood disease (Petra photo) 


today will be installed at 
Princess Rahma Education- 
al Hospital in Irbid. TvMch 
is,'. one of. the cooperative, 
hospitals that meat thalas- 
saemia patients living in the 
northern part of the King- 
dom. The equipment will 
be used to wash blood 
before changing the blood 
of patients. It is estimated 
that over 200 patients in the 
area will benefit from this 
facility, according to the 


announcement 
, . This grapt has been pro- 
vided within the framework 

of. .,the „■ Japanese. Gpnt 
Assistance for Grassroots 
Project (GAGP) and is the 
last of the series for the 
Japanese fiscal year 1997 
ending on March 31, 1998. 
Through GAGP, the gov- 
ernment of Japan has 
donated $680,154 in total 
grants for 11 projects, the 
statement said. 


In remarks following 
signing ceremopy. Mr/Mat- 

sumoto stated: “I take great 

pleasure in signing, an 
agreement oif extending 
assistance to help alleviate 
the suffering of thalas- 
saemia patients. I would 
like to reiterate that Japan 
will continue to support the 
medical sector in Jordan, 
which is an important fac- 
tor for meeting basic 
human needs.” 


Ministry seeking funds to complete 
survey of national heritage buildings 


By Ahmad Kimtih 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is trying to raise 
hods to complete a survey of old houses 
ind buildings under ah ambitious plan to 
lelp conserve and rehabilitate its national 
Tentage. 

Mbvat Mamoon, bead of the depart- 
ment of architectural heritage at the Mm- 
srry of Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
be Environment, said the survey targets 
raditional buildings built between 1700 
md 1950. 

Such dwellings do not enjoy the protec- 
ion granted under the current antiquities 
aw. 

The project, hunched in early 1997 at a 
■ost of JD15 million, is broken into two 
tages. The first phase includes a survey 
rased on collecting basic information, tak- 
ng photos, and revising architectural 
dans. This data will be put into a national 
egister. 

The second stage indudes preparing 
xhnical reports to enable the restoration 
md rehabilitation of such sites. 

“Such projects take a lot of effort, 
ooney, and time," Ms. Mamoon told the 
codan Times in an interview. 


“The ministry hopes to find proper 
financing to complete these projects," she 
added. “Otherwise, the process will take 
much more time lhat we expected.” 

Ms. Mamoon, an engineer, said many 
commissions in Europe and Asia were 
interested in financing such projects. But 
she gave no further details. 

‘'Setting up a Web site about traditional 
buildings in Jordan is one of our plans to 
explain to financiers why it is important to 
preserve such sites.” 

The survey will cover die nonhem, cen- 
tral and southern parts of Jordan but will 
exclude the area covered by the Greater 
Amman Municipality. 

‘The municipality deals with sites in its 
area,” Ms. Mamoon said. “However, we 
are trying to coordinate with it in this mat- 
ter.” 

Ms. Mamoon added that the ministry 
had completed the framework for apian to 
register all national heritage dwellings. 
This will be used as a reference fra: regu- 
lations in cities like Salt, Jerash, Um Qais 
and Samad — home to houses and streets 
reflecting decades-old Jordanian architec- 
ture. 

Salt alone has at least 356 heritage build- 
ings, Much along with others have to be 


protected from possible demolition due to 
their old age. 

The department also wants to raise pub- 
lic awareness regarding the need to protect 
Jordan's national heritage and teach locals 
how to restore such sites to enable them to 
earn some income and lure tourists. 

“It is important to protect Jordan's archi- 
tectural identity because modem buildings 
are now spreading in every direction," Ms. 
Mamoon said. 

She said the ministry was looking for- 
ward to the inclusion of the Greco-Roman 
city of Jerash on a list of a sites protected 
by the United Nations Educational, Scien- 
tific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO). 

“We are trying hard to re-organise build- 
ings around the ancient city of Jerash, 
especially since some of them are built 
□ext to archaeological sites and are there- 
fore affecting die antiquities,” she said. 

“Promoting the idea of cultural tourism 
and buil ding the loyalty of citizens is a 
very important element in the process of 
restoring and rehabilitating traditional 
sites,” she said. 

“The success of such a project depends 
a lot on the people's sense of responsibili- 
ty-” 


over $44 million in loans, grants 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jed- 
dah-based Islamic Envelop- 
ment Bank (IDB) Monday 
signed five agreements to pro- 
vide Jordan with more than 
$44 million in loans and grants 
to help the counhy carry out 
development projects, includ- 
ing improving the infrastruc- 
ture in poorer districts. 

The loan portion of the pack- 
age amounts to $43.5 million, 
while the grant totals 
$650,000, according to the 
agreements. 

The agreements were signed 
on behalf of the IDB by 
Ahmad Mohammad Ali, the 
chairman of the bank's board 
For Jordan, Minister of Plan- 
ning Rima Khalaf signed three 


Meeting 

opens on 

promoting 

dental 

health 

awareness 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education Mohammad 
Ham dan Monday said 
reports from government 
schools indicate that 

between 67 and 73 per cent 
of students complain of 
some kind of mouth or teeth 
ailment and 57 per cent suf- 
fer from tooth decay. 

Addressing a meeting at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
in observance of Oral 
Health Day, Dr. Hamdan 
said these figures are dis- 
turbing and should prompt 
the public and the con- 
cerned authorities to redou- 
ble their efforts in dealing 
wim ctie situation. ’ 
i. .Children should have reg- 
ular dental checkups, and 
an awareness campaign 
among students and parents 
on dental health should be 
launched, he said. 

Noting that in 1989 the 
ministry initiated a health 
education programme in 
Jordanian schools in con- 
junction with the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the Ministry 
of Health, Dr. Hamdan said 
the awareness campaign is 
continuing in the form of 
special extracurricular 
activities at schools and 
textbooks covering relevant 
subjects. 

In his address. Said Abu 
Maizar. president of the 
Jordan Dentists Association 
(JDA), reiterated the asso- 
ciation’s previous requests 
that a national strategy be 
adopted to raise public 
awareness on means of pre- 
venting tooth decay. 

He thanked the Ministry 
of Education for its deci- 
sion to accredit a number of 
dentists to work in schools 
on raising student aware- 
ness on dental health. 

Dr. Hamdan opened a 
special one-week dentistry 
exhibit at the centre. 

The meeting was organ- 
ised by the JDA in coopera- 
tion with the faculties of 
dentistry at the University 
of Jordan and the Jordan 
University of Science and 
Technology, the Royal 
Medical Services of the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces and the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 


What’s Going On 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Education minister, 
I ranian ambassador 
review bilateral ties 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education and Higher 
Education M oham mad 

Hamdan Monday received 
Iranian Ambassador 

Mohammad Ali Subham, 
with whom he discussed 
bilateral relations and 
means of furthering .them, 
particularly in the field of 
education. The two also 
reviewed ways of develop- 
ing cooperation in educa- 
tional matters among insti- 


tutions of higher learning in 
both countries. 

Badran meets with 
UNRWA chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Director General 
Ibrahim Badran Monday 
received Peter Hansen, the 
director general of the Unit- 
ed Nations Relief And 
Works Agency (UNRWA). 
Dr. Badran and Mr. Hansen 
discussed means of boost- 
ing cooperation between the 
agency and the government 


of the agreements on financing 
the government-sponsored 
social safety package plan. 
Royal Scientific Society (RSS) 
President Said Alloush signed 
one agreement to finance the 
expansion of the RSS library, 
and Sameh Madani. director 
general of the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company, signed 
one to help expand the Shidieh 
Phosphate Mine in southern 
Jordan. 

The JD43I million social 
safety package entails improv- 
ing and modernising infra- 
structure services in the King- 
dom's underdeveloped regions 
and carrying out projects cur- 
rently undertaken by the 
National Aid Fund for poor 


families. 

The government has 
announced plans to finance the 
plan through donations and 
soft loans from donor and 
friendly nations and organisa- 
tions. 

Part of the plan is aimed at 
improving the country's 13 
Palestinian refugee camps. 

Following the signing cere- 
mony, Dr. Khalaf said a mis- 
sion from the IDB will arrive 
next month to discuss the 
implementation of the agree- 
ments. 

She thanked the IDB for 
supporting Jordan's develop- 
ment projects, which have 
included those concerning 
health, water and irrigation. 


and phosphate, and the con- 
struction of the King Abdullah 
Canal for irrigation in the Jor- 
dan Valley. 

Earlier Monday, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Sulant Majali met 
with Dr. Ali and said the gov- 
ernment is committed to sup- 
porting the Islamic Develop- 
ment Bank in financing pro- 
jects in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Majali praised the bank's 
role in promoting develop- 
ment projects in lsfamic coun- 
tries and its endeavours to 
boost inter-Arab and Islamic 
economic and trade 
exchanges. 

For his part Dr. Ali said thar 
the bank is satisfied with Jor- 
dan's efforts. 


Human rights group calls for laws 
ensuring equality for women 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — The Jor- 
danian Society for Human 
Rights (JSHR) has demanded 
that Jordanian women be given 
equal rights with men and that 
praent laws on women and 
children be amended to pro- 
vide better protection to vul- 
nerable members of society. 

In a statement marking 
International Women's Day. 
JSHR noted that the country's 
women have assumed respon- 
sibilities in almost all sectors of 
work — factories, schools, 
public offices, and hospitals, 
among other fields. But it said 
that despite this positive trend, 
women have nor yet been 
accepted in the political and 
legislative processes. 

“Jordanian women have 
acquired the right to vote and 
be elected in general elections, 
but this right has not yet con- 
tributed towards placing 
women in decision-making 
positions or higher public ser- 
vices offices, and so the role of 
women has remained margin- 


al," according to the statement 

“We are entering the 21st 
century' without a single 
woman in Parliament despite 
the strenuous efforts of 
women's groups and other 
organisations during the elec- 
tion campaign.'' 

The organisation said the 
social, cultural and political 
leaderships of Jordanian soci- 
ety have a duty to change alti- 
tudes towards women, and this 
change should be manifested 
in school curricula, tlie media 
and social relations. 

"The past years have shown 
that Jordan's endorsements of 
international accords pertain- 
ing to women s rights do not 
mean anything because the 
reservations expressed about 
these agreements remain in 
place, and as long as the gov- 
ernment fails to fiilfi! its com- 
mitments. as expressed in 
these agreements." said die 
statement. 

The statement demanded 
that the Jordanian civil status 


law be amended or replaced by 
one providing real protection 
to women’s rights. It said a 
draft law prepared by the 
National Task Force for Chil- 
dren should be adopted as soon 
as possible, especially in view 
of the growing number of inci- 
dents of child and woman 
abuse. 

Coinciding with the release 
of the statement, the Jordanian 
National Committee for 
Women issued a statistical bul- 
letin on women's participation 
in the socio-economic and 
political life in the Kingdom. 

According to the bulletin, 
females account for 47.8 per 
cent of the population, the 
mortality rate among mothers 
stands at 41.1 for every 
100.000 births, and the rate of 
illiteracy among women is 
estimated at more than 20 per 
cent. 

The bulletin said females 
older than 15 constitute 13.6 
per cent of the overall work- 
force. 


Experts undecided on impact of 
television violence on children 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Sociologists, 
psychologists and educational- 
ists have established a link 
between violence on television 
and its impact on children but 
remain divided on how best io 
shield youngsters from nega- 
tive effects. 

All have theories on how to 
best deal with the problem, 
with some advocating limited 
television viewing under 
parental guidance and others 
promoting unrestricted access 
to TV screens. 

Josi Salem-Pickartz, a clini- 
cal psychologist, said studies 
over the past 35 years have 
indicated a definite correlation 
between violence on television 
and its impact on children with 
already aggressive tendencies 
or social environment. 

“If an aggressive child w'aich- 
es violence on television regu- 
larly. then this will increase 
his/her aggressive behaviour 
toward others,” she told the Jor- 
dan Tunes in a recent interview; 

“Violence on television is an 
outlet for the frustrated and 
angry child,” she said. "For oth- 
ers, it fosters fear of the world.” 

The effect of violence on tele- 
vision becomes even more pro- 
nounced if it is being absorbed 
by a child who is subjected to 
physical abuse at home. Dr. 
Salem-Pickartz added. 

“If a child is already exposed 
to violence in the home, then 
watching it on television only 
reinforces this phenomenon as 
a natural occurrence in the 
child’s mind.” 

According to Sabri Irhe ihar a 
criminologist, violence is a way 
of communication and some 
children are subject to such a 
method of communication. 

He argued that if children are 
exposed to violence ar home, it 
is mere probable “that they will 
export this violence outside the 
home environment’’ 

Dr. Salem-Pickartz has 
noticed households in Jordan 
where televisions are switched 
on in the early hours of the 
morning and turned off late ar 
night. 

“Very often children’s con- 
sumption of television goes 
unsupervised," she said. 


To limit the effect of televi- 
sion violence on children. Dr. 
Salem-Pickartz advocated a 
maximum of one to two hours 
of daily television viewing with 
parental guidance. "Ftorents 
should control w'hat a child 
watches and not allow viewing 
of anything and everything that 
is being aired on television.” 
she said. "Watching television 
in general is a very passive act 
and does not promote the ov er- 
all development of the child." 

Dr. Salem-Pickartz also 
stressed the need for local and 
Arab TV productions to cater to 
the needs of children in Arab 
societies in terms of tradition 
and culture. 

But Dr. IrbeihaL a member of 
the mother and child taskforce, 
disagreed 

“I do not believe that by hav- 
ing Arab productions for chil- 
dren the effect of violence on 
television on children would be 
minimised." he said. 

"We live in a complex and 
sophisticated global village 
where it is no longer possible to 
isolate a child from what is 
being aired on television," he 
added. 

Dr. Irbeihat told the Jordan 
Times that a child's imagina- 
tion should be stretched and 
that he/she should be exposed 
to all sorts of experiences, not 
only to the ones advocating 
Arab traditions and culture. 

"We cannot build a fence 
around a child by banning 
things that come into the home, 
school, or environment" 

But he agreed with Dr. 
Salem-Pickartz that the best 
solution for limiting the impact 
of television violence on chil- 
dren is by emphasising the role 
of parents. 

"If television is used as an 
educational tool and parents do 
not allow their children to 
watch it unchecked, then its 
impact would be powerful and 
positive.*’ 

But, “if they are left to watch 
television unsupervised and ore 
unable to differentiate between 
what is real and what is not 
then problems occur,” Dr. Irbei- 
hat said. 

Children, he said, go through 
a phase in which they emulate 
television heroes. 

“This is a natural port of a 


child's experience, but if it is 
left unsupervised by the family, 
then it might have a negative 
impact on the child” Dr. Irbei- 
hat maintained. 

Television nowadays could 
be a powerful educational tool, 
sociologists and educationalists 
said. 

But many are divided 
whether Jordanian educational- 
ists are aware of this power. 

*‘I don't think that this is 
being done in Jordan." said 
Adnan Awamleh. general man- 
ager of Arab TeJeMedia Ser- 
vices. 

Dr. Salem-Pickartz echoed 
similar views, saying that chil- 
dren were watching a lot of car- 
toons w hich had a fair deal of 
violence in them with little edu- 
cational value. 

Professionals believe that 
television stations should alert 
parents beforehand to any pro- 
grammes deemed unsuitable 
for children. 

Mr. Awamleh said that Joidan 
should have a committee to 
monitor children's programmes 
to meet the basic needs of 
today’s children. 

' When violence itself is 
emphasised in a show, then this 
is negative. But if it is used to 
highlight that violence is bad- 
then I think that this conveys a 
positive message to children.” 
said Mr. Awamleh, who has 
produced and directed pro- 
grammes for the past thirty 
years. 

Violence, he said, stimulates 
and satisfies a child's needs. 
"You need to have a conflict 
between bad and good in these 
films to stimulate and attract 
the child's imagination.” Most 
cartoons aired on Jordan televi- 
sion come from Japan. Korea 
and Europe and are dubbed 
Iccally. 

"We try to adapt the meaning 
of the story so that it will meet 
the needs of the Arab child, but 
this is not enough,” Mr. 
Awamleh said. 

The Arab League, he said, 
never attempted to invest in 
children's cartoons because 
they are an extremely expen- 
sive venture. 

"Children are not a priority 
for them. ..though our children 
are the investment for the 
future." 
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Double blast rocks Pakistan 
with five dead, 47 injured 
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Sitaram Kesri, walks past a cut-out of Sonia Gandhi, 
after he announced his decision to quit as the president 
of the Congress Party in New Delhi (Reuters photo) 

Congress chief quits, 
appeals to Gandhi’s widow 
after Indian polls flop 


Indonesian student 
demos mount 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) 
— Bomb attacks on a train 
and a courthouse Monday 
left at least five people 
dead, injured 47 and 
increased growing religious 
and social tensions in 
Pakistan. 

The Chiltan Express was 
blown off the tracks as it 
travelled between the 
Punjab capital Lahore and 
Quetta in the southwestern 
province of Baluchistan. 

At least five people were 
killed and 35 injured, offi- 
cials said. 

The second bomb went off 
outside a court at Sukkur in 
southern province of Sindh 
leaving a dozen people 
injured, three of them • in 
critical condition. 

The train bomb went off 
in a crowded car. which rail- 
way officials said was com- 
pletely destroyed by the 
blast. 

Ambulance sources said 
several of the injured were 
in critical condition. 


BEIJING (R) — China 
Monday denounced U.S. 
criticism of its human rights 
record, saying it was “based 
on hegemonic ambitions 
and mercantile considera- 
tions.” 

The United States had “no 
right to lambaste China's 
human rights" record, 
screamed the headline of a 
commentary in the official 
China daily. 

In its annual human rights 
report, the United States 
said there was some 
improvement in China's 
human rights record last 
year, but serious abuses 
remained. 

“The U.N. human frights 
commission is scheduled to 
meet in Geneva this month, 
and China is eager to avoid 
any censure. 

The European Union 
agreed last month not to 
table a resolution criticising 
China ar the forthcoming 
U.N. meeting. 

EU countries and the 
United States have previ- 
ously backed such resolu- 
tions every year since the 
Chinese army crushed stu- 
dent-led pro-democracy 
protests in Beijing in June 
1989. but China has always 
mustered enough support to 
block the moves. 

The newspaper commen- 
tary said the bungled attacks 
on China were “based on 
hegemonic ambitions and 
mercantile considerations, 
rather than genuine concern 
about the well-being of the 
people of the target country. 


HONG KONG (R) — Pn> 
democracy groups Monday 
accused Hong Kong leader 
Tung Chee-Hwa of giving 
mixed signals on press freedom 
and said they suspected a 
planned anti-subversion law 
would restrict the media. 

Both Mr. Tung and his num- 
ber two. Chief Secretary Anson 
Chan, have reaffirmed media 
freedom in recent days but the 
political groups said Mr. Tung 
had sent out confused signals. 

PitHlemocracy activists 
Monday demonstrated in 
defence of press freedom out- 
side the office of China’s stale 
Xinhua news agency. 

The debate was sparked in 
Beijing last week by Xu Simin, 
a veteran leftist, who attacked 
public broadcaster Radio 
Television Hong Kong tRTHK) 
as a remnant of British colonial 
rule and said it should be turned 
into a government mouthpiece. 

Former journalist Emily Lau. 
leader of the pro-democracy 
frontier group, said Mr. Tung 
and China were setting the stage 
to enact an anti-subversion law 
that would limit press freedom. 

"They are preparing public 
opinion for legislation. There 
will be a law against subversion 
and it will be quite harsh," she 


The explosion came as the 
train passed through a rail- 
way station near the Punjab 
jungle resort of Changa 
Manga, about 100 kilome- 
tres south of Lahore, police 
said. 

The injured were taken to 
a civil hospital in the nearby 
town of Patoki. 

The second bomb was 
placed in a wooden cabin 
near the court in Sukkur in 
Sindh province and went off 
as the judge started pro- 
ceedings against defendants 
accused of murders and 
involvement in tribal feuds. 

The blast triggered panic 
and injured people standing 
outside the crowded court, 
witnesses said. 

Police said it was a "ter- 
rorist act" that could have 
been intended to free some 
prisoners. None of the 
defendants escaped howev- 
er. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for either of the two 
explosions. 


as was claimed.” 

The United States has said 
it could still put its weight 
behind a resolution criticis- 
ing China despite the 
change in the EU's stance. 

The newspaper commen- 
tary said the United States 
was now alone and should 
mend its ways. 

“As the Europeans have 
turned to dialogue for 
addressing their human 
rights concern in China, the 
Americans are now left 
alone in their assault on 
China on the international 
human rights battlefields.” 
the China dally said. 

The commentary said 
every member of the inter- 
national community should 
tura-to cooperative dialogue 
to “cope with discord over 
issues as sophisticated and 
sensitive as human rights, 
instead of using confronta- 
tional coercion.” 

Beijing rejects criticism of 
its human rights record as 
interference in its affairs 
and argues that feeding and 
clothing 1.2 billion people 
is more important than 
political rights. 

The commentary defend- 
ed China’s interpretation of 
human rights, saying it has 
been viewed from different 
perspectives by people liv- 
ing in different times and 
places. 

To the founding fathers of 
the United States, “human 
rights meant the right to cul- 
tivate the land and enjoy 
their harvests, elect their 
own congresses and enact 


told Reuters. 

Hong Kong is due to adopt an 
anti-subversion law after May’s 
legislative election, the first 
since the end of British rule last 
year. 

Chinese politburo member Li 
Ruihuan gave assurances over 
the weekend, signalling that 
Beijing actually disapproved of 
Mr. Xu’s attack. Mr. Li stressed 
the need for tact when dis- 
cussing Hong Kong. 

“If handled improperly, it will 
undermine the implementation 
of the one-country two-systems 
policy.” Mr. Li said. 

The policy is the cere of the 
autonomy granted Hong Kong 
when Britain handed its former 
colony back to Giina last July. 

The office of Hong Kong's 
best known pro-democracy 
leader, Martin Lee, believes that 
Mr. Tung might enact legist 
tion curbing RTHK’s editorial 
freedom and that he would try 
to gag the media. 

“He did not back off. This is 
not the end of this by a long 
shot," said Ml Lee’s adviser 
Minky Worden. 

RTHK staff had spoken of 
being under pressure from 
members of the government 
over editorial freedom for a 
long time, she said. 


A string of previous 
bombings this year, includ- 
ing a train explosion and a 
bus blast, left about a dozen 
people dead in Punjab, 
plagued by sectarian unrest, 
and eight fatalities in the 
Sindh capital of Karachi. 

Last year, ‘48 people were 
killed and 148 injured in 19 
bomb blasts in Punjab, 
according to official figures. 

Terrorist attacks in 
Punjab, blamed on extrem- 
ist Sunni and Shiite Muslim 
groups, have claimed 
around 250 lives since early 
1997. 

The authorities said at 
least 10 people were 
detained last week in 
Punjab over a series of 
attacks and murders. 

But several accused ter- 
rorists remain at large and 
the government has offered 
cash rewards for the arrest 
of mili tants belonging to 
extremist groups from the 
majority Sunni and minority 
Shiite communities. 


their own laws, free from 
the royal shackles of the 
British monarchy”, it $aid. 

To Communist-era China, 
“human rights meant the 
right to construct a powerful 
socialist homeland free 
from the oppression of war- 
lords, landlords, bureau- 
crats and plutocrats, free 
from subjugation by foreign 
powers” die commentary 
said. 

“How can a manager in 
the U.S. business lesion, led 
by tycoons like BUI Gates 
and Andrew Grove, think in 
the same way as a 
Cambodian retailer who is 
barely able to keep his auto 
parts shop goini in that 
warh-torii country?” it said. 

“By plotting to brand 
China a ‘human rights 
abuser’ , the West has taken 
pot shots not only at China, 
but at the entire developing 
world which has only just 
shaken off colonial yoke 
during the past half-centu- 
ry” 

Last week, the London- 
based human rights group 
Amnesty International said 
that despite offers of dia- 
logue and human rights 
concessions from China 
“little has changed in prac- 
tice", and it urged govern- 
ments not to relax pressure 
on Beijing. 

Amnesty said thousands 
of protesters and suspected 
government opponents had 
been detained arbitrarily in 
the past year. Torture was 
widespread In police cells 
and prisons. 


“Once they’ve sucoeeded 
muzzling the public radio, 
they're going to go after the 
commercial press, too." 

Mr. Xu. a Hong Kong dele- 
gate to China's parliamentary 
congress, is clotty allied to 
hardliners at China’s watchdog 
Xinhua news agency branch in 
the territory. 

Wednesday he said RTHK 
undermined Ml Tung’s govern- 
ment and was a bastion of resid- 
ual colonialism. 

Chief Secretary Chan lashed 
out at Mr. Xu for inviting 
Beijing's interference and 
unambiguously defended press 
freedom and RTHK’s editorial 
independence. 

But prtKferoocracy support- 
ers accused Mr. Tung of waf- 
fling. He first defended freedom 
of speech and information as 
“something we treasure.” 

But a day later, Sunday, Mr. 
Tung issued a stem warning to 
critics of Beijing that Hong 
Kong would not become a cen- 
tre of subversion or “an anti- 
Beijing base.” 

Pro-democracy groups took 
this as a sign that die subversion 
law, when enacted, would be 
tough and could make open 
criticism of Beijing a criminal 
act 


The government last year 
set up special anti-terrorism 
courts to carry out the 
speedy punishment of 
accused in sectarian unrest 
and other serious crimes. 

Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif last week announced 
plans to organise nation- 
wide special police squads 
to hunt down terrorists. 

“We have asked the 
provincial governments to 
induct the best people into 
the squads so chat terrorists 
are caught,” he told 
reporters in Karachi Friday. 

The sectarian vendetta 
and the troubles in Karachi, 
where hundreds of died in 
recent years, are considered 
a serious problem scaring 
off foreign investors. 

Mr. Sharif, condemning 
the murder of two Iranians 
last month in Karachi, said a 
“foreign hand” was 
involved in terrorism and 
sabotage in a bid to damage 
Pakistan's relations with 
Iran. 


Immigration 

and EU are 

main 

Danish 

election 

issues 

COPENHAGEN (R) — 
The treatment of refugees 
and other immigrants, and 
the European Union have 
been the main issues in 
campaigning for 

Denmark’s general election 
Wednesday. 

The ruling centre-left 
government led since 1993 
by Social Democratic 
Rime Min3St6i^5irf^Nyftip k 
Rasmussen wants to keep 
Denmark's liberal immi- 
gration policies intact. 

The opposition centre- 
right bloc says genuine 
refugees persecuted in their 
home countries should still 
be welcome, but it wants 
tighter restrictions on other 
immigrants. The centre- 
right parties also want to 
cut Danish foreign aid. 

But the centre democrats, 
a small centrist party 
whose support the bigger 
right-wing parties are like- 
ly to need to form a gov- 
ernment, are staunchly 
opposed to tighter immi- 
gration rules and any cut in 
foreign aid 

la an opinion poll, 43 per 
cent of Danes said immi- 
gration was the most 
important issue. Those list- 
ing it as the top priority 
were about evenly divided 
between keeping 

Denmark’s doors open and 
demanding tougher rules. 

Danes are scheduled to 
vote in a referendum on 
May 28 on the European 
Union’s Amsterdam Treaty. 
All mainstream parties are 
in favour of a “yes.” 

But during the parlia- 
mentary election cam- 
paign. the centre-left and 
the centre-right have 
accused each other of 
undermining the chances 
for a “yes". Some analysts 
say reelection of Mr. 
Rasmussen's coalition 
would improve the chance 
that many Eurosceptic 
Social Democrats will vote 
"yes” 

Overall opinion polls 
show 40 per cent of Danes 
in favour of approving the 1 
Amsterdam Treaty and 30 i 
per cent against with the 
rest undecided. 

Health care has been i 
another hot election theme i 
with Mr. Rasmussen’s 
coalition promising to 
shorten waiting lines. The 
opposition liberal party 
wants to allow people to 
choose freely between pub- 
lic and private health care 
services. 

Other major campaign 
issues have included care 
for the elderly and chil- 
dren, primary school edu- 
cation, law and order and 
the environment. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The 
president of India's once- 
dominant Congress 

resigned here Monday after 
his party's poor showing in 
national 1 elections and 
called on the widow of 
assassinated former 

Premier Rajiv Gandhi to 
replace him. 

Sitaram Kesri, once 
dubbed “an old man in a 
hurry” by political oppo- 
nents. quit after his party 
won 140 out of 545 seats in 
the Februaiy-March hung 
polls, equalling its worst- 
ever showing. 

The party’s main rivals, 
the Hindu nationalists, are 
expected to come to power 
at the head of a coalition. 

Mr. Kesri. 82, told a press 
conference: “I have 

resigned from the post of 
party presidentship ... I 
think it is my duty to do so. 
■ “I ask Sonia Gandhi to 
take over the party post 
: now. I was not told to do 
this by anybody, not even 
Sonia.” 

The Congress, once dom- 
inated by the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty, is in steady decline 
after ruling India for 45 of 
50 years since indepen- 
dence. 

The party turned to Sonia 
Gandhi, the widow of for- 
mer Indian Premier Rajiv 
Gandhi, to act as its cam- 
paign figurehead during the 
polls, leaving Mr. Kesri 
sidelined. 

Mr. Kesri succeeded dis- 
graced former Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao, who is now awaiting 
trial for corruption, as 
Congress president at the 
end of 1996. 

A former party treasurer 
and seen as a backroom 
“fixer” rather than a leader 
of charisma, he failed to 
reunite the party's various 
factions. 

Mr. Kesri said: “I will not 
take over the party post 
again, even if offered ... at 


MADRID (AFP) — Basque 
separatist detainees have 
called for more attacks on 
niling party politicians to 
press their- demands for 
independence. 

In letters published 
Monday in the Spanish 
dailies ABC and El Mundo, 
detainees hailed a recent 
series of attacks on politi- 
cians of Prime Minister 
Jose Maria Aznar’s Popular 
Party (PP). 

One detainee, Jose Angel 
Aguirre, said the attacks 
were “the correct strategy, 
which should be rein- 
forced." 

“We must continue to 
strike the PP with the great- 
est possible force as long as 
it continues to ignore politi- 
cal means to resolve the 
Basque conflict,” he wrote. 

Another detainee, Inaki 
de Juana Chaos, also called 
for an escalation of the vio- 
lence, saying the separatists 


this age if 1 take a decision, 
it will be final.” He 
received the “old man in a 
hurry” tag from opponents 
who accused him of wanti- 
ng to become prime minis- 
ter at any cost after he 
brought down two minority 
coalitions within eight 
months last year, leading to 
the February-March polls. 

The Italian-born Sonia 
Gandhi 51, had no previ- 
ous political experience 
before agreeing to cam- 
paign on the Congress’ 
behalf. 

She rejected Congress 
- appeals to stand as a candi- 
date, 'saying she did not 
want office “for now.” 
There was no immediate 
reaction from her staff 
Monday. 

Sonia Gandhi launched 
her campaign from the spot 
where her husband was 
assassinated inf 1991 "in’' 
southern- India and 
addressed around ■ 140-raJ-' 1 
lies across the country, 
some attracting 300,000 
people. 

The Congress claimed she 
helped revive morale but 
most analysts believe her 
contribution failed to trans- 
late into votes. 

The nationalists, hoping 
to come to power next 
week, branded her a “movie 
star” and a “foreigner” with 
no place in Indian politics 
and scoffed at the 
Congress' reliance on the 
“personality cult” surround- 
ing the Nehru-Gandhi 
dynasty. 

The Congress’ share of 
the popular vote has 
declined in every election 
since 1984. 

Vithal GadgH the 
Congress spokesman, said 
Monday: ‘7t is very obvious 
that he decided to step 
down to pave way for Sonia 
Gandhi ... this decision has 
nothing to do with the out- 
come of the elections or the 
performance of the party." 


had not yet become “little 
sisters of mercy.” 

He said he had followed 
with pleasure reports on the 
assassination last Jan. 30 of 
Seville Deputy Mayor 
Alberto Jimenez-Becerril 
and his wife Ascension. 

“I like seeing their faces 
deformed by pain," he said. 
“Their tears make us laugh, 
and in the end we will be 
laughing out loud,” wrote 
the detainee, who has been 
sentenced to 2,000 years in 
prison for 20 murders. 

The armed wing of the 
ETA has designated Inaki 
de Juana as one of its repre- 
sentatives if the govern- 
ment agrees to negotiate 
with die some 500 ETA 
detainees. 

PP politicians have 
become a privileged target 
for the ETA in its campaign 
for negotiations on its sepa- 
ratist demands, with four 
killed since July. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Student demonstrations 
gathered pace Monday as 
Indonesia’s President 
Suharto prepared to return 
to office for another five- 
year term after 32 years as 
head of state. . 

Hundreds of students 
rallied at two campuses is 
the capital while similar 
protests were staged in the 
cities of Surabaya- and 
Bandung. Several 

activists were arrested at 
another demonstration in 
downtown Jakarta. 

More than 1.0CX) stu- 
dents rallied ar the 
University of Indonesia's 
sprawling southern 

Jakarta campus under the 
watch of armed riot police 
and troops, though the 
event passed peacefully. 

A large poster carried by 
the students depicted a 
crowned Mr. Suharto sit- 
ting on a throne perched 
on piles of money, with 
the words “absolute 
power” splashed across 
the drawing. 

The government, never 
happy with public criti- 
cism, has taken particular 
exception to comparisons 
between Mr. Suharto and 
monarchs, insisting he is 
in power by virtue of his 
popularity, not presump- 
tion of some divine right. 

The students, repeating 
the demands of previous 
rallies, called for econom- 
ic and political reforms 
and urged an electoral 
committee due to reap- 
point Mr. Suharto to reject 
his candidacy for a sev- 
enth consecutive term. 

Mr. Suharto is the sole 
candidate for the 1998- 
2003 presidency, despite 
growing opposition to his 
leadership of the world’s 
fourth most populous 
nation. 

Hundreds of students 
also rallied at the private 
Catholic Atmajaya 

University campus, near 
the venue of the 1,000- 
member electoral commit- 
tee- meeting. * ••• 

“We want to be heard by 
the people’s representa- 
tives,” said one banner 
carried by the marchers, 
who were led by a group 
carrying a coffin draped 
with tiie red- and- white 
Indonesian flag. 

“The aspirations of the 
people are not those of the 
political and economic 
elites,” “We want a clean 
government,” read others. 

Scores of police and sol- 
diers kept guard outside 
the university but did not 
intervene. 

There have been dozens 
of protests at universities 


TAIPEI (AFP) — The 
Taiwanese navy has post- 
poned a ceremony to for- 
mally launch six 
Lafayette-class frigates 
following a request from 
Washington, reports said 
here Monday. 

President Lee Teng-Hui 
had planned to preside 
over the ceremony slated 
for March 18 at the south- 
ern naval base of Tsoying, 
the Independence Evening 
Post said. 

But the ceremony was 
postponed after a recent 
visit by former U.S. 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony . Lake, who 
reportedly asked in a 
meeting with Taiwan 
Defence Minister Chiang 
Chung-Ling, that the gov- 
ernment not make any 
provocative military acts. 

The report also quoted 
military sources as saying 
the ceremony had been 
called off in deference to 
the ongoing meeting in 
Beijing of China’s 
National People’s 

Congress. 

A naval spokesman 
rejected the report, but 
confirmed the . ceremony 
had been postponed “for 
unknown reasons.” 


across the country in the 
last two weeks. 

Authorities have 

allowed demonstrations 
within universities but 
broken up those which 
ventured -outside. 

At least four people , 
were arrested when 20 " 
labour and student _ 
activists protested on a 
busy Jakarta road Monday ' 
against price rises and to 
demand improved labour- 
' rights, a witness said. 

The demonstrators, 
including activists from 
the Sejahtera independent 
labour union, carried ban- 
ners demanding lower 
prices for essential items, 
the witness added. 

Police arrested four 
demonstrators 20 minutes 
after they started the 
protest as a large crowd 
watched. 

In the East Java 
province capital of 
Surabaya, hundreds of 
University, of Surabaya 
students held a free- 
speech forum in a field in 
front of the campus 
library. A university staff- 
member said some stu- 
dents called for the elec- 
toral committee to “find a 
fresh leader.” 

Hundreds of students at 
Surabaya's Sunan Am pel 
Islamic University cam- 
pus staged a silent protest 
Sunday, with many plas- 
tering their mouths with 
photocopies of 50,000 
rupiah bills to show their 
disapproval of the elec- 
toral committee. 

In West Java province, a 
similar forum was held at 
Pajajaian University out- 
side the provincial capital 
Bandung with a few 
dozens student present, 
said campus security offi- 
cer Rohman. 

Thousands of students 
staged a rally at Pajajaran 
University main campus 
in Bandung .Saturday. 
Similar rallies were also 
held at two other Bandung 
campuses. 

Meanwhile, reports said 
, police detained six stu- 
dents in the central Java 
city of Yogyakarta Sunday 
and planned to charge 
them for inciting others in 
a protest over the econom- 
ic crisis. 

Police arrested 43 stu- 
dents as they attempted to 
march on a central square, 
the Suara Karya daily 
said, but they were 
released after questioning. 
Yogyakarta chief detec- 
tive Lieutenant Colonel 
Erwin Tobing was quoted 
as saying. 


“There are too many 
free associations in the 
report,” he told AFP. 

The frigates were deliv- 
ered unarmed and are 
being equipped with' 
Taiwanese, American and- 
Italian weapons systems 
and French-made elec- 
tronics. 

The $2.8 billion deal, 
together with the sale of’ 
60 Mirages jets for $3.8 
billion, caused a serious 
rift between France and 
China, leading Beijing to 
order the closure of the 
French consulate ia the 
southern city ' of 
Guangzhou. 

The consulate was offi- 
cially reopened in June 
1997. 

China has warned other 
nations against selling 
arms to Taiwan, which it 
regards as a renegade 
province since the com- 
munist forces drove 
nationalist troops here In 
1949 at the end of a civil 
war. 

Beijing has threatened 
to attack the island should 
it declare formal indepen- 
dence, a move prompting 
Taiwan to seek more 
advanced weaponry -for 
self-defence. 



China says U.S. has no 
right to criticise its record 


Hong Kong’s Tung mixes 
signals on media freedom 


Basque separatist 
detainees urge 
more attacks 


Taiwan keeps 
low profile over 
naval build-up 
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'Russian 
PM looks 


ta roj.J \ 1(ir -V MOSCOW (AFF) — 
r Russian Prime Minister 
npro*..jj |.y 1 Vikior Chernomyrdin stares 
ltne— • into the camera and feigns 
deir;un". Ir . indignation that viewers 
;, ' : l could think be is setting out 
t -ra :.. n ' his stall for a bid at the presi- 

en. dency. 

lanu-.p, ^ ' But n0 ^ xx ty is fooled. 

1 " The ■^ uss i an premier, who 
s ad- I !l? - has survived more than five 
, precarious years at the gov- 
: ernment helm, and who 

v * .~ , ’. rT|!ri ^ recently gained the upper 
- ' band over the young 

u ;ar r- .r reformists in his cabinet is 
_ increasingly seen as a pre- 

11 tender to the Kre mlin throne. 
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Ethnic Albanian leader Ljnljeta Pulja Bedri (centre) flashes the victory sign daring 
protest in Kosovo’s capital Pristina. Several thousand Albanians in the troubled 
Serbian province of Kosovo demonstrated against a police crackdown that has left 
dozens dead, as major powers met to discuss the crisis and how to stop it spreading 
(Reuters photo) 
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despite protestations that the 
2000 elections are far from 
his thoughts. 

“1 haven't even thought 
about that,” Mr. 
Chernomyrdin said, when 
asked Saturday in a question- 
and-answer session on 
Russian television about the 
□ext presidential polls, at 
which Russians may have to 
choose a successor to incum- 
bent Boris Yeltsin. 1 
“We shouldn’t be thinking 
about elections today but 
about how to resolve those 
problems” facing the Russian 
government, he added, tout- 
ing his business-as-usual 
approach to the day-to-day 
management of the execu- 
tive. 

“Today I am responsible for 
the government and its work, 
so let's talk about elections 
when it gets down to elec- 
tions,” Mr. Chernomyrdin 
said in the pre-recorded, 
obviously staged programme, 
for which the questions were 
carefully pre-selected. 

The feet that the 15-minute 
questibn-and-answer session 
is to become a weekly event, 
with die premier offering 
soothing responses' to the 
complaints, queries and sug- 
gestions of the Russian public 
cannot help but enhance the 
rather uninspiring image of. 
the government chief, ana- 
lysts believe. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin ‘has 
always been perceived as an 
economic rather than political 
official.” said Yury Levada, 
head of the Vtsaora opinion 
poll institute. 

“He has carved out for him- 
self the image of a man who 
has no designs on becoming 
president, but just the presi- 
dent's right-hand man, and 
his image is thus quite weak,” 
added Alexander Oslon of the 
Public Opinion Foundation. 

As a result, Mr. 
Chernomyrdin, who has 
proved more resilient than 
many thought since becom- 
ing prime minister in 
December 1992, currently 
scores only a rwo-to-three per 
cent popularity rating among 
Russian voters as aga ins t 
around 10 per cent for 
Moscow Mayor Yury 
Luzhkov, seen as a possible 
election rival. 

“But all that can change 
with a strong press campaign 
and a good electoral 
machine," Mr. Levada said 
Mr. Chernomyrdin has a 
strong power base centred 
around the Gazprom gas 
giant which he used to head 
up, which has given trim for- 
midable influence across 
Russia’s energy sector and in 
national and regional media 
outlets, analyst Nikolai 
Petrov noted 

Financial backing, more- 
over, would not be a problem, 
influential businessman 
Boris Berezovsky, who 
helped finance Me Yeltsin's 
reelection in 1996, said 
recently he considered Mr. 
Chernomyrdin to be the best 
candidate to succeed the cur- 
rent Russian president. 

Mr. Yeltsin himself gave 
Mr. Chernomyrdin a vote of 
approval at die end of 
January by vowing that the 
premier would remain in his 
post until January 1999, giv- 
ing him the upper hand once 
again over the young 
reformist element in his cabi- 
net, 

AD of which leaves just one 
potential hitch. Mr. 
Chernomyrdin has said he 
will yield to Mn Yeltsin if the 
Russian president decides to 
stand for a third term. 



Japanese government wrangles 
with governor over nuclear waste 


ROKKASHO. Japan (AFP) 
— The Japanese govern- 
ment launched a last-minute 
effort Monday to persuade a 
provincial governor to let in 
a shipment of nuclear waste 
reprocessed in France, offi- 
cials said. 

Governor Mono Kimura 
was in Tokyo demanding a 
meeting with Prime 
Minister Ryutaro 

Hashimoto on the eve of the 
arrival of the British- 
flagged ship carrying the 
nuclear waste to a port in 
his Aomori prefecture. 

Mr. Kimura has threat- 
ened to stop the freighter 
from berthing at Mutsu 
Ogawara port if Mr. 
Hashimoto refuses to .dis- 
cuss the nation's nuclear 
safety policy and economic 
aid in the form of reduced 
electricity charges. 

-Instead,rhe Jreldtalks-witfo 
science'- and: technology 
agency chief -'Sadafcazu- 
Tanigaki and International 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Mitsuo Horiuchi, officials 
said, without disclosing 
details of the talks. 

“My mind has not 
changed, and I want die 
government to cope with 
the matter sincerely,” Jiji 
Press news agency quoted 
Mr. Kimura as telling 
reporters after the meeting 
with Tanigaki. 

The governor’s demands 
to meet Mr. Hashimoto ear- 
lier won a cool reception 
from Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Kanezo Muraoka. 

“We would not need min- 
isters if everything went to 
the premier” Mr. Muraoka 
told a news conference. 


advising him to talk first to 
the chiefs of the science and 
technology agency and 
other bodies supervising 
nuclear policy. 

The reprocessed nuclear 
waste is due to dock at 
Mutsu Ogawara port in the 
village of Rokkasho, 
Aomori prefecture, on the 
northern tip of Japan’s 
Honshu main island. 

In Rokkasho Monday, a 
few tents for anti-nuclear 
protesters were set up near 
the port One demonstrator 
said he had arrived two days 
earlier to protest 

Banners earned such mes- 
sages as “Stop reprocessing 
that deprives us of the 
future" and “Don't foist 
nuclear garbage on us.” 

In the evening, a group of 
20 people including a 
Buddhist monk gathered in 
'front of the port gate.- stand- 
ing In a circle around a 
• model* of a canister carrying 
nuclear waste and singing a 
folk song. 

Around the model canis- 
ter, there were flowers and 
paper lanterns with slogans 
such as: “If it is safe, why 
don't you take it to Tokyo." 

As police guarded the gate 
to the port, about a dozen 
workers were seen practis- 
ing unloading containers 
from a ship. 

The freighter Pacific 
Swan, which set out from 
the northern French port of 
Cherbourg on Jan. 21, was 
scheduled to sail into Mutsu 
Ogawara early Tuesday 
with about 30 tonnes of 
high-level nuclear waste. 

The nuclear waste is a 
product of reprocessing of 


spent nuclear fuel that four 
of Japan’s electric power 
companies send to France 
because Japan does not yet 
have facilities to reprocess 
spent fuel. 

The 5 0,000- tonne ship, 
owned by the British com- 
pany PNTL. is carrying 
three containers packed 
with canisters of vitrified 
waste. 

The containers were 
loaded in France amid 
protests from environmen- 
tal activists, after being 
brought by train from the 
Compagnie Generate des 
Maiieres Nucteaires 
(COGEMA) reprocessing 
plant at La Hague- near 
Cherbourg. 

The Pacific Swan is 
equipped with a double hull 
and rwo engine systems and 
is being monitored by satel- 
lite during its voyage, 
according to COGEMA, 
which says the operation 
poses no risk to the environ- 
ment. 

The shipment is the third 
of its kind to Japan under a 
processing agreement 
signed between COGEMA 
and 10 Japanese electricity 
generating companies. 

The first operation 
involved 28 canisters 
between Feb. 23 and April 
25, 1995, and the second 
involved 40 canisters 
between Jan. 13 and March 
IS last year amid protests 
from hundreds of demon- 
strators. 

Entry into the Japanese 
port was delayed by several 
hours for the first operation 
due to objections from the 
governor. 


13-year-old Japanese boy 
stabs fellow pupil to death 


TOKYO (AFP) — A 13- 
year-old Japanese school- 
boy stabbed a fellow pupil 
to death Monday in a quar- 
rel char erupted during a 
break between lessons, 
police alleged. 

The victim, Makoto Kato, 
also 13, was stabbed and 
wounded in the left side of 
his chest during the attack 
in a junior high school 
classroom, a police official 
said. 

The boy staggered to a 
balcony outside the class- 
room, where other children 
witnessed the knifing, and 
collapsed before being 
rushed to hospital where he 
died about two hours later, 
the police official said. 

“He collapsed at the bal- 
cony in front of his class- 
room,” a police official 
said. 

The attack in Saitama pre- 
fecture, 50 kilometres north 
of Tokyo, was the latest in a 
series of school s tabbings 
that have shocked Japan and 
led to calls for restrictions 
on knife sales to minors. 

Prime- Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto told reporters he 
knew few details as yet but 
added; *T am very saddened 
by the event I offer my 
deepest condolences to the 
victim’s family " 

Chief Cabinet Secretary 


Kanezo Muraoka said be 
hoped the education min- 
istry, schools, homes and 
local communities would 
search for ways to tackle the 
problem. 

“I think the younger gen- 
eration lacks the basic ethi- 
cal sense of the importance 
of life and of the difference 
between good and bad,” he 
was quoted as saying by 
Kyodo News agency. 

The suspect, whom police 
described as being in “a 
state of agitation.” allegedly 
used a knife with a folding 
blade measuring eight cen- 
timetres, the police official 
said. 

“We are questioning the 
boy,” he said. 

Jiji Press news agency 
quoted the boy as saying: *1 
don't remember why I 
stabbed him . I did it in a 
state of delirium.” The 
report could not be con- 
firmed by police. 

Takao Suzuki, a vice prin- 
cipal at Higashi Junior High 
School, told AFP: “We are 
investigating details of the 
tragic incident including 
what exactly happened 
between the two students” 

Neither the suspect nor 
the victim were considered 
"problem children,”. he said. 

“I feel terrible for the 
tragedy and for causing dis- 


tress to parents and our 
community. We have been 
urging our students not to 
bring knives to the school.” 

The school closed in the 
afternoon, cancelling a 
farewell party that had been 
arranged for graduating stu- 
dents. 

PoDce said they were 
alened to the attack by 
ambulance services which 
had been called by the 
junior high school. 

Among other knife 
attacks, a Japanese court on 
Feb. 24 sent a 13-year-old 
boy to reform school for 
stabbing his teacher to death 
when she scolded him for 
being late. 

The pupil stabbed 26- 
year-old English teacher 
Kayoko Koshizuka with a 
knife seven times in a hall- 
way and she died one hour 
after being taken to hospital 
on Jan. 28. 

Juvenile crime has led to 
calls from politicians 
including the prime minis- 
ter for a rethink about the 
roles of society, authorities, 
families and children. 

In May 1997, the nation 
was rocked when a 14-year- 
old boy murdered and 
beheaded his 11 -year-old 
playmate and killed another 
10-year-old girl with a ham- 
mer in Kobe, western Japan. 


Kosovo neighbours struggle 
for united Balkan front 


VIENNA (AFP) — 
Kosovo's neighbours, in the 
front line if unrest there 
spreads, are struggling to 
launch a home-grown 
diplomatic initiative to pre- 
vent a new flare-up of vio- 
lence in the Balkans, ana- 
lysts said Monday. 

Three years after the end 
of the Bosnian war. the 
countries of southeastern 
Europe are having prob- 
lems mounting a united 
front over the crisis in the 
troubled Yugoslav 

province. 

While the international 
community mulls what it 
can do, four countries — 
Greece, Turkey. Romania 
and Bulgaria — have held a 
series of bilateral meetings. 

But a three-week old 
Bulgarian attempt to organ- 
ise a joint stand has so far 
come to nothing. 

“The Bulgarian, idea is 
that foreign ministers from 
southeastern Europe, who 
remained silent and could- 
n't agree on the Albanian 
crisis last year, could at 
least say something and say 
it together,” said a diplo- 
matic source in Vienna. 

“These countries would 
like to show a certain 
regional solidarity in south- 
eastern Europe, but they are 
having problems. And time 
is of the essence,” said the 
source. 

The countries fear that an 
extension of the conflict 
could lead to a massive 
exodus from Kosovo, 
whose population is 90 per 
cent ethnic Albanian. 

Regional bilateral meet- 


ings have multiplied since 
last week. 

Friday Greek Foreign 
Minister Theodore 

Pangalos met Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic, while Turkish 
Premier Mesut Yilmaz flew 
to Sofia Saturday followed 
by Romanian Foreign 
Minister Andrei Plesu 
Monday. 


The Bulgarian initiative 
was launched three weeks 
ago. But Sofia's delegates 
at a meeting of the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) last Thursday 
admitted that a joint state- 
ment was still not complet- 
ed. 

In particular Greece has 
declined to join the 


Bulgarian initiative, argu- 
ing that “any initiative on 
Kosovo must include all the 
countries in the region with 
a role to play, and of course 
the European Union.” 

Romania has declined to 
comment. “We will study 
the situation in Kosovo and 
what Deeds to be done for 
regional stability.” said Mr. 
Plesu on his arrival in Sofia 
Monday. 

Turkish Prime Minister 
Yilmaz meanwhile said that 
Ankara, which has historic 
links with Kosovo dating 
from the Ottoman empire, 
“will be happy if all the 
Balkan countries support 
this initiative.” 

Albania, which has not 
been specifically asked to 
join the Bulgarian initia- 
tive, says it “supports any 
initiative which would end 
the violence in Kosovo, 
said Tirana foreign ministry 
spokesman Sokol Gjoka. 

But he added such an ini- 
tiative must “be accompa- 
nied by efforts and initia- 
tives by international bod- 
ies aimed at putting pres- 
sure on Belgrade,” he said. 

All sides fear the conflict 
spreading. “One thing the 
international community 
must do is reassure 
Kosovo's immediate neigh- 
bours.” said the Vienna 
diplomat. 

“The whole of the 
Balkans is threatened, 
because numerous coun- 
tries would feel they were 
entitled to join in” if the 
conflict spread, said 
Macedonia's Defence 
Minister Lazar Kiranovski. 


Yugoslav officials take 
diplomats to Kosovo 

BELGRADE (AFP) — Yugoslav officials took a group of 
around 40 foreign diplomats Sunday to two villages in the 
Drenica region of Kosovo at the centre of a massive police 
operation this week, the state-run news agency Tanjug 
reported. 

Hie diplomats from 40 different countries visited the vil- 
lages of Prekaz and Likosane, the agency said. 

Yugoslav officials said the villages were used by ethnic 
Albanian separatists, who they described “terrorists”. The 
operation to force the separatists out of the area has left 
dozens dead this week and aroused growing international 
concern. 

The agency said the trip was organised by the Yugoslav 
foreign ministry and was intended to “allow Yugoslav and 
foreign public opinion to be informed of the real situation” 
in the region. 

Authorities were expected to show the diplomats where 
a man they named as Adem Jashari, an ethnic Albanian 
separatist leader, was hiding before, they say, he was killed 
last week in the Serbian offensive. 

Albanian sources have cast doubts on the reports of 
Jashari 's death and disputed claims he was a leader of the 
separatist Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK), a movement 
Belgrade describes as a “terrorist” organisation. 

Since the Serbian security forces launched their sweep 
against separatists in the mostly Albanian-speaking 
province last weekend more than 50 people have died. 

Belgrade admits that more than 50 have died while 
Albanian sources say more than 75 people have been 
killed 


British madcow inquiry kicks 
off with plea for more time 


Sir Nicholas Phillips, chairman of Britain's BSE 
inquiry at the official start of proceedings (Reuters 
photo) 


Thai 
hospital 
offers huge 
discounts 
on basic 
treatment 

BANGKOK (AFP) — 
One of Thailand’s 
largest hospitaJs is 
offering package deals 
with discounts of up to 
40 per cent on common 
medical procedures in a 
bid to soften the blow of 
the economic crisis, 
officials said Monday. 

Bumrungrad Hospital 
chief executive Curtis 
Schroeder said the hos- 
pital had slashed prices 
on a- range of treatments 
and drugs in response to 
the economic slump. 

Fifty-five packaged 
deals were being offered 
for procedures ranging 
from the delivery of 
babies to heart surgery 
and radiation cancer 
treatment, he said. 

“I believe that 
Thailand now repre- 
sents one of the best 
values in medical care 
anywhere in the world,” 
he said. 

“Since 1995 

Bumrungrad has not 
raised its prices on most 
key items such as room 
and nursing charges, 
making us very price 
competitive in the mar- 
ket.” 

He said the discounts 
did not compromise the 
level or quality of care. 

The hospital had also 
begun offering locally 
produced generic drugs 
as alternatives to the 
more expensive and 
until recently more pop- 
ular western brands. 

“In the past our 
patients have generally 
demanded the imported 
brand name drugs but 
we have seen an 
increased interest in 
generic drugs which are 
often less costly,” Mr. 
Schroeder said. 

Other private hospitals 
in Thailand have been 
forced to cut costs to 
protect their market 
share against the cheap- 
er public hospitals. 


LONDON (AFP) — An 
inquiry into me causes ana 
handling of the so-called 
“madcow" crisis opened here 
Monday amid public testimo- 
ny from witnesses and a call 
from the head of the probe for 
mere time to consider the 
issue. 

Appeal Court Judge Lord 
Justice Phillips said he had 
asked British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair for permission to 
extend the probe for six 
months beyond its December 
deadline. 

“Having analysed the work 
to be done, I have concluded 
that it cannot be completed 
within a timescale thai wiD 
result in a report at the end of 
the yean 

“I am not prepared to con- 
template a report that is super- 
ficial because it has been too 
rushed, and I don't believe 
that those who are anxiously 
looking forward to receiving 
this report would wish us to 
sacrifice thoroughness for 
speed 

“Accordingly I have asked 
the prime minister to give us 
an extra six months in order to 
achieve the task that he has set 
us and I hope that this is some- 
thing that he will feel able to 
do,” the judge said 

He was speaking on the first 
day of public hearings on 
madcow disease, or Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
(BSE), which has kifled at 
least 170.000 animals in 
Britain The disease is thought 
to have been spread by cattle 
being fed a diet of contaminat- 
ed sheep's brains. 

The human equivalent of 
BSE, a new strain of the brain 
wasting condition Creutzfeldt- 
Jacob disease, has claimed 23 
victims here. Scientists have 
made the link between this 
new variant CJD and con- 
sumption of infected flesh. 

In March 1996, the British 
government admitted that this 


BANGKOK (AFP) — A 
dog saved a 10-year-old 
Thai boy from drowning 
after he leapt into a pond to 
save his sister and mother 
from the same fate, police 
said Monday. 

PoDce said the boy, 
Ekkarin Piaranoi, jumped 
into the pond to rescue his 
nine-year-old sister and his 
mother, who had gone to 


link — hitherto denied by 
ministers — was probable. 
The European Union immedi- 
ately imposed a worldwide 
export ban on British beef. 

Tbe inquiry, which is 
expected to cost more than 
two million pounds ($3.26 
million), aims to clarify the 
causes of madcow disease and 
investigate the way the crisis 
was handled by the govern- 
ment 

Politicians, scientists, civil 
servants, representatives of the 
beef and food industry and rel- 
atives of CJD victims will be 
caDed to give evidence to the 
inquiry over the coming four 
months. 


wash themselves after a day 
of fishing at Suphan Buri. 
about 100 kilometre south- 
west of here. 

His mother was the first to 
get into trouble, followed by 
his younger sister who tried 
to help even though she 
could not swim. 

Ekkarin jumped in but he 
also could not swim and was 
at the point of drowning 


After this first phase of the 
inquiry, those criticised during 
the process will be given the 
chance to respond to charges 
laid; against them. 

While in opposition, Mn 
Blair’s Labour Party persis- 
tently argued that the then 
Conservative government had 
mishandled die issue, pro- 
longing the suffering of 
British farmers, whose export 
markets evaporared overnight 

Those conducting the 
inquiry have already contact- 
ed more than 100 ministers, 
civil servants and scientists 
and have compiled a “formi- 
dable” body of documentary 
evidence. 


when the half-German shep- 
herd' dog. Zu, pulled him to 
safety by the collar of his 
shirt 

Ekkarin's mother and sis- 
ter drowned before anyone 
else could help. 

Thai newspapers reported 
that the family was very 
poor and would' have to rely 
on charity to pay for funeral 
expenses. 


Dog saves boy from drowning 
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Intentions vs rhetoric 

THERE IS no escape from the popular 
notion that equates the U.S. with Israel and 
Zionism. And there is no doubt that had the 
Arab region been spared the troubles arising 
from the creation of Israel at the expense of 
the Palestinians, a great deal of political, 
social and economic progress would have 
been achieved during the past five decades. 

The Arabs, at both the governing and popu- 
lar levels, have in recent years accepted the 
reality of Israel and expressed readiness to 
live with it Israel has yet to accept the reality 
of the Palestinians and their quest to fulfill 
their national aspirations on part of their 
homeland. This is especially true of the 
Likud-led government of Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

On Sunday, 1,554 retired Israeli army offi- 
cers, including one former chief-of-staff, II 
major generals and 71 generals, published a 
full page letter in the Israeli press questioning 
the wisdom of “a government which prefers 
(the maintenance of) settlements beyond the 
Green Line to the elimination of the historic 
conflict and the establishment of normal rela- 
tions in our region/’ That, the petitioners 
said, kk cause(s) us to question the righteous- 
ness of our course." 

That course, charted by Netanyahu and his 
colleagues, is not only going to cause the West 
Bank and Gaza to explode, as the Israeli gen- 
erals warn, it will cause upheavals everywhere 
in the region. It is no secret that all Arab gov- 
ernments, not to mention the Arab peoples, 
are extremely disappointed with the actions 
and pronouncements of the Israeli govern- 
ment For Netanyahu to say that he is com- 
mitted to peace but only willing to give back 
less than 10 per cent or the West BanK is, as 
at best a contradiction in terms, if not an 
outright lie. The crisis as it stands now is not 
really about agreements or commitments to 
agreements as the Israeli government wants 
us to believe. It is about intentions. And from 
the way things look it seems Netanyahu does 
not intend to relinquish territory to the 
Palestinians. That is what the retired Israeli 
army officers are saying. 

But if Netanyahu is genuinely committed to 
peace, then he should make 1 998 the year of 
withdrawal from the West Bank, as HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan said in Ramallah yes- 
terday. For unless he does that, the prediction 
by his own countrymen will come true and a 
new cycle of violence will ensue. That would 
not be' in the interest of peace, the Israelis or 
the Arabs. And certainly not in Netanyahu's 
best interest 

.ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 Arab A1 YawnTs Saleh Qallab Monday urged 
Syria to call for an urgent summit meeting to discuss 
reports that the U.S. is involved in a conspiracy* to allow 
Israel to occupy Jordan and have its borders with Iraq 
in order to protect American oii interests in the region. 
According to the writer. Syrian Vice President Abdul 
Halim Khaddam had declared before die Arab health 
minivers in Damascus last week that the conspiracy has 
been hatched by the U.S. and Israel and that this danger 
i-. real and not a fantasy. The Syrian leadership ought to 
formally convey its fears to the other Arab countries 
and should call for a summit meeting to expose the 
U S. and its conspiracies against the Arabs, said the 
v. riter. If Khaddam's information is genuine then the 
■a hole Middle East is in danger and both Syria and 
Jordan would be expected to succumb to Israeli occu- 
pation with the help and encouragement of the U.S.. 
according to the writer. If the U.S. is involved in such 
conspiracy. Qallab said, the Arabs have to start a 
Vietnam-like guerrilla war against the U.S. -Israeli 
forces and should prepare for the coming conflict from 
this moment. He said that if Israel reaches the Iraqi bor- 
ders the whole Middle East region will be directly 
under the Israel i occupation. 

A1 Aswaq's Yahya Mahmoud said the Arabs wel- 
come a new European Union bid to break the deadlock 
in i he pence process because the Europeans have 
numerous interests in the Middle East and are closely 
Jinked to its people and its security. But. Mahmoud 
said, it is more important for the Europeans to ensure 
that their initiative works by ending the intransigence of 
the Israeli government. Europe has been closely fol- 
lowing the developments in the region through its 
envoy and the repeated visits by its leaders to the Arab 
capitals and Israel, but all the previous bids coming 
from Europe were thwarted by the successive Israeli 
governments, the writer said. He said in order to thwart 
j reported fresh initiative from Europe Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu made a tour of 
European capitals in advance bragging about Israel's 
intention to implement the Oslo accords and comply 
with the requirements of peace. What the Israelis are 
doing on the ground totally contradicts their statements 
and their messages to the Europeans: therefore said the 
writer the Europeans should be fully aware of this situ- 
ation before they can release their reposted initiative to 
end the present deadlock. 


The rise, or retreat, of the modern Arab state? 


EVERY YEAR around this time the publication of the 
Unified Arab Economic Report f.UAER i allows u» to take 
a bird’s eye view of all the countries in the Arab League, 
and broadly to gauge the economic condition and direc- 
tion of the Arab people. My layman’s analysis of the 1997 
UAER suggests that the pan-Arab economic condition 
remains very mixed and mostly vulnerable, but a few pos- 
itive trends are there to be celebrated this year. This 
sweeping macro-economic snapshot, if digested with 
sobriety rather than delirium, can explain many political, 
social and religious trends in our region (why, for exam- 
ple, some people recently took to some streets in some 
parts of Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon to protest some polit- 
ical or economic conditions). The four .Arab institutions 
that publish this report annually — the Arab Monetary 
Fund, the Organisation of .Arab Petroleum Exporting 
Countries, the League of Arab States, and the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social Development — are to be con- 
gratulated and thanked as always for their good work. The 
statistics in this 1997 UAER show the following condi- 
tions today and trends since the early 19SOs: 

— The .Arab popularion increased to 257 m in 1 996. yet 
the total Arab annual population growth rate continues to 
decline steadily — from nearly 4 per cem in the earjv 
1980s, to 2.7 per cent in 1988-95, and to 2.5 per cent in 
1996. 

— The total Arab gross domestic product (GDP) at cur- 
rent prices has resumed robust growth, increasing by 5.7 
per cent in 1995 and 8.4 per cent in 1996, to reach a total 
of $576 billion. As GDP over the period 1980-1996 
increased by 32 per cent, the total Arab population 
increased by 56 per cent — meaning that per capita Arab 
gross domestic product declined by 14 per cent, from 
S2612 in 1980 to $2241 in 1996 (in real terms, account- 
ing for inflation, the retreat was far worse). The situation 
looks better, though, if we take only the Iasi decade 
(1985-96), during which per capita GDP increased by 20 
per cent at current prices. If the slowing popularion 
growth rate and rising economic growth rate can be main- 
tained, we should be able to expect better days to come. 

— The total Arab reliance on imported food remains 
high, at $ 19b in 1 995, compared to S 1 7b the previous year 
and $10 b in 1980. 

— Arab oil income was S121b in 1996 compared to 
$99b the previous year and S58b in 19S7. reflecting an 


increase in oil production during the past decade from 
12.7 to 18.6 million barrels per day. Arab proven oil 
reserves (1996) account for 63 per cent of the world's 
total, up from 57 per cent a decade ago (though Arab nat- 
ural gas reserves remain at 23 per cent of world proven 
gas reserves). 

— Total Arab exports of $ 167b. in 1996 and imports of 
S142b are both increasing steadily, with the trade surplus 
having risen from $ 12b in 1995 to S25b in 1996: Arab oil 
income of S!2lb in 1996 accounted for 72 per cem of 
total Arab export income, compared to 67 per cent in 
1994 and 64 per cent in 1987. 

— Fiscal trends are very mixed, with total government 
expenditures as a percentage of Arab GDP holding steady 
at 34 per cent in 1995-96. a significant decline from the 
average of 42 per cent a decade earlier. Arab spending on 
defence and security remains relatively high and 
unchanged, averaging 27 per cent of total current expen- 
ditures during the past decade. 

— Arab published foreign debt, after declining from 
SI 59b to SI41b in the period 1989-1993. increased to 
Sl5Sb in 1995 (though actual Arab foreign debt is proba- 
bly well above S200b. given the tendency of most Arab 
states to disguise foreign borrowins. especially military 
debt). 

Foreign debt as a percentage of total exports has not 
changed si gnifi cantly in the past decade, and remains at 
around 105-1 10 per cent. Annual interest payments on 
foreign debt are increasing again, and stood at S5.4 billion 
in 1995. 

— Official Arab financial reserves continue to fluctuate: 
they increased in the early 1980s to reach S48b in 1985, 
declined to 536b in 1990, increased to S62b in 1995, and 
then dropped slightly to S59b in 1996. 

— Total Arab government expenditures have fluctuated 
widely in recent years (mainly due to defence spending 
by the oil states), from SI 84b in 1991. down to SI 55b in 
1994. then up again to S171b in 1996. Total public rev- 
enues have risen more steadily, from SI 15b in 1991 to 
SI 55b in 1996. The noteworthy* trend is that public spend- 
ing as a percentage of GDP has declined from an average 
of ■ 42 per cent in the late 1980s to 34 per cent in 1995- 
96 (but public revenues as a percentage of GDP remains 
steady at 30 per cent). This relative drop in state spending 
is good news if it means the private sector is taking 



erreater responsibility for economic growth and the gov- 
ernment is retreating from its legacy of promoring depen- 
dence and inefficient spending, but bad news if it signals 
a unilateral state retreat from economic expenditures that 
could result in long-term pauperisation and marginalisa- 
tion of large segments of the popularion. Signs of both can 
be seen throughout the Arab World. 

. — Arab government budget deficits have been dropping 
sharply, from S69b in 1991 to S15b in 1996; correspond- 
ingly, government budget deficits as a percentage of GDP 
have declined from 18 percent in 1991. to 7 percent in 
1994, and to 3.1 per cent in 1996. Good news. 

i — Arab governments and economies remain heavily 
dependent on oil income, which accounted for over 60 per 
cent of government income in 1996, up from 56 per cent 
the previous two years. Tax revenues account for 25 per 
cent of Arab government revenues, a ratio that has not 
changed appreciably in the past decade. 

Government revenues from direct taxation of income 
and profits remain stagnant at 8-9 per cent of total gov- 
ernment revenues, probably reflecting the Arab state’s 
political and managerial inability to further tax its own 

citizens. 

These aggregate figures hide wide disparities between 
rich and poor in the” Arab World, and within individual 
countries. The trends indicated by the statistics above are 
often troubling, for two reasons: the very erratic swings in 
many indicators, and the chronic vulnerabilities in terms 
of foreign debt, reliance on oil, relatively low tax rev- 
enues. food gaps, and other fundamental conditions. 

Most importantly. I suggest, the statistics may show a 
very slow decline in the economic role of the Arab state. 
Further investigation is needed to determine if this is real- 
ly happening, and, if so, to gauge its consequences — 
especially since this region that has grown more poor in 
recent decades is asking its citizens to pay more in hard 
cash for basic services that will increasingly be provided 
by privatised former state monopolies. A more lean, effi- 
cient Arab state is good news: a more narrowly-based, 
politically or ethnically exclusivisc Arab state is bad news. 
We need to know which of these possibilities is the more 
likely, before either celebrating the maturity and wisdom 
of the modem Arab state, or resisting its hysterical and 
violent descent into potential irrelevance for the majority 
of its citizens. 

I letters!! 

Most concerned 

To the editor: 

REGARDING THE editorial in your highly esteemed 
daily on March 9, 1998. it is to be noted that nobody in the 
world is more concerned about the events in the southern 
part of Yugoslavia than the Yugoslavs — since, we are the 
one who are dying and suffering, not tbe -Americans -or- 
Germans or any other people. ■■...* 

As for the resemblance rathe early stages of the civil war. 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the biased, slanted and one- 
sided approach of so-called global media is to be recalled. 
Presently, in the Western media many lies and false infor- 
mation on situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina are being 
uncovered. And, ODe should leam from history. 

Of course, our hearts are full of pain since our compatri- 
ots are suffering, regardless of their nationality or religion. 
We are convinced that all these problems must be solved 
through political dialogue and peacefully. There is no other 
alternative. And, we will spare no efforts in this regard. 

Finally, as for the right to seLf-de termination, there is 
nothing in international law which this right with cessa- 
tion. Former U.N. Secretary General Boutros Ghali once 
said in that sense that if things went on like this, the world 
would soon have about 2000-3000 new states and at least 
1000 ethnic and religious conflicts. It is certain that many 
of such conflicts would have occurred here in ihe Middle 
EasL 

Oliver Potezica, 
The Chief of the Diplomatic Mission 
The Embassy of the Federal Republic of Yu g o sl avia 

Amman 


The ‘dirty digger’s’ dastardly deed 


By G wynne Dyer 

“RUPERT MURDOCH is an cgsriof moral 
debilitation” wrote ‘The Indepependen:’ of 
London. “Across the globe. he seem*... to 
turn people capable of doing an honest job 
into time-servers and courtiers. None of us 
can ever read any of the words they write 
without a shudder of contempt." It's a har-h 
judgement, but this time the "dirty digger.” 
as the Australian -bom media magnate is 
known in the trade, has realiy led h:s troops 
into the mire. 

Less than two months age. Murdoch 
ordered a publishing company he owns. 
HarperColIins. to kill' the memoirs cf Hcng 
Kong's last British governor, Chris Patten. 
Why? Because he was afraid tha: the book 
would annoy the Chinese Cerrunurus: rjiers 
who have just let one of his TV channels 
start operating in southern China. 

Now the story is spilling cut. altzrugn 
Murdoch's own newspapers ar.d television 
networks (“The Times” in London, the 
“New York Post.” “The Australian." Fox 
TV in the U.S.. BSKYB in Britain. Star TV 
in Asia, among many others/ have b ter. ret- 
icent about reporting it. And :t hi? giobai 
resonance, because it raises the question: do 
global media mean global censorship? 

Murdoch’s first lesson in kowtow :r,g to 
Beijing came soon after he bough: Hang 
Kong-based Star TV f five channels with a 
potential audience of 3.5 billion people in 
53 countries from Jordan to Japan i m 1993. 
Fending off charges that he was aiming a; a 
global media monopoly, he claimed in a 
speech that satellite broadcasting would be 
“an Unambiguous threat to totalitarian 
regimes everywhere,** 

That is probably true in the ion g rue. but 
the men who rule China were very annoyed 
by Murdoch’s tactless remark. Beiiinc 


promptly issued State Council Directive 
No. 1 29. banning the reception of unautho- 
rised foreign broadcasts and putting strict 
limits on owning satellite dishes. Murdoch's 
5525 million investment in Star TV sudden- 
ly looked a lot less clever, and ever since he 
has been trying to worm his way back into 
Beijing - '- favour. 

First he dropped BBC World Service TV 
from the Star network, since the BBC's 
reporting on Asian issues was seen as espe- 
cially dangerous by the Chinese Communist 
regime. He also sold his majority share in 
Hong Kong's independent “South China 
Morning Post" to an owner with close 
Beijing links, but that didn't get him into 
the Chinese market either, ft” just taught 
other Asian leaders that Murdoch would 
suppress critical coverage in return for 
access. 

Later in 1994. when Andrew Neil, editor 
of the “Sunday Times." embarrassed 
Murdoch by running a series of investiga- 
tive articles on corruption in Malaysia. 
Murdoch removed him from bis job and 
gave him a million-pound (Si. 5 million! 
payoff. Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohammad was placated — and Star TV 
got permission to broadcast in the lucrative 
Malaysian market. 

Murdoch does not qualify as on evil 
genius: he is often naive about who is worth 
buying. In 1995. for example, he had Basic 
Books publish a biography of Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping written by his daugh- 
ter. and offered Republican Senate leader 
Newt Gingrich 54.5 million for a book on 
"political philosophy.’' Yet Deng Ron has 
no influence in Beijing, ami Gingrich could 
never have delivered Congressional support 
for Murdoch’s expansion plans in the U.S. 

By last year, however. Murdoch's tireless 
courtship of Beijing seemed to be starting to 


pay off: he was allowed to put his Chinese- 
language ‘Phoenix' channel on cable in 
Guangdong province. It only brings him 2.5 
million viewers for now. but at last the door 
was opening — and then he discovered to 
his horror that the British arm of his pub- 
lishing house. HarperColIins. had contract- 
ed to publish the memoirs of Patten. 

Hong Kong's last colonial governor is 
loathed by Beijing for his attempts to brin« 
some democracy to the territory before last 
year's hand-over to China: Communist pro- 
paganda has described Patten as “a serpent," 
“a whore." and (mysteriously) “a tango 
dancer." So the task w as to get rid of this 
awkward commitment to Patten with the 
least possible embarrassment. 

At first it went smoothly. In February', the 
Murdoch-owned “Mail on Sunday'” insinu- 
ated that Patten's book was to be dumped 
because it was boring: “With matchsticks 
propping up their drooping eyelids, editors 
at top publisher; HarperColIins realised the 
flat turgid tome was beyond salvation.*’ 

But then, despite a gag order obtained by 
Murdoch's lawyers, it became clear that 
HarperColIins editor-in-chief Stuart Proffitt 
had quit rather than go along with the slan- 
der. insisting that Patten’s memoir was “the 
most lucid, best written and compelling 
book I have read by a politician since l 
came into publishing." 

The tar was in the fire, and suddenly other 
people were talking — like Jonathan Power, 
who revealed that HarperColIins had put a 
book of his on hold because it would con- 
tain a contribution by Chinese dissident Wei 
Jingsheng, and Jonathan Mirsky. East Asia 
editor iff "The Times” until two months 
ago. who allegeded that the Murdoch- 
owned paper “has simply decided, because 
ot Murdoch’s interests, not to cover China 
in a serious wav." 


Vvorst of all. it is clear from leaked inter- 
nal memos that HarperColIins executives 
foresaw the outcry, and went ahead with the 
decision to kill Patten’s book anyway. In 
terms of Murdoch’s business interests, it is 
just jess harmful to be painted as a toady to 
totalitarianism in the West than to be seen as 
a defender of democracy in Beijing. 

We have now reached the point in this 
article where, by long tradition, the writer 
must warn that freedom of the press has 
become an illusion, that democracy itself is 
in danger, and that globalisation is going to 
eat us alive, hair and all. Alas, I cannot 
make my fingers write such tripe. 

This is a story of individuals not being 
cowed by money, and of the limitations of 
power. Murdoch is not Machiavelli: he is an 
ageing minor despot who has become 
obsessed with the goal of getting Star TV 
into China and is wreaking untold damage 
on the rest of his media empire in pursuit of 
chat goal. When he dies, it will probably just 
break up. " 

Patten s book will be published by 
Macmillan instead, and do far better 
because of the extra publicity. Stuart 
Proffitt. Jonathan Mirsky, eL al. will find 
good jobs elsewhere. Those who run China 
today will not even give the anodyne 
Pnoemx channel free rein, and those who 
will probably run China tomorrow will 
remember whose side Murdoch was on. 

There will be global media organisations 
m the future far more coherent and integral- 
ea than Murdoch’s ramshackle empire — 
r h P r °bably be half a dozen of 

em. Which means, if the history of the 
media is anything to go by. that they will 
each other honest After all, the most 
stnking pan of this sad and silly tale is that 
no single manoeuvre of the dirty digger, 
nothing, stayed secret for as much as a year. 
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Inside Baghdad’s ‘ward of death’ 


By Robert Fisk 

DR. ALI ISMAEL sat in his 
office, staring in front of 
him. “When Faisal Abbas 
died two days ago, I came 
here, closed the door, sat 
down and cried.” he said. “I 
gave drugs to him from my 
own hands. He was like a 
brother to me. He was only 
10-years-old. He was diag- 
nosed with leukaemia three 
years ago, and we treated 
him with drugs; he received 
treatment, but it was only 
partial because we lack so 
many drugs.’- 

He blamed the. sanctions, 
of course, for blocking the 
medicines; and he blamed 
the 1991 war for turning his 
paediatric cancer ward into a 
way-station for dying chil- 
dren, for -the infants who — 
given their First medicines 
— bleed to death in front of 
the doctors. There isn't a 
medical worker at the Ai- 
Mansur who doesn't believe 
that the West's arsenal in the 
1991 Gulf war did not poi- 
son the land in which these 
children tried to grow up. 
“In three years, I have seen 
hundreds of children with 
leukaemia and last year 
there was a dramatic 
increase," Dr. Ismail said. 
“This month, we diagnosed, 
20 new cases, mostly from 
the south — from Basra, 
Nass&riyeh, Kerbala and 
Najaf. It’s mainly caused by 
radiation.” 

The doctors at the Al- 
Mansur hospital in Baghdad 
have an odd way of express- 
ing themselves, a scientific- 
emotional grammar. “We 
have palliative treatment bnt 
not curative Treatment,” the 
doctor explained to me, 
sighing all the while and 
still staring at the window. 

When you walk into the 
child cancer ward across the 
hall, you understand why. 
Little Samar Khdair lies in 
. whattthe.doctorsL quite casu- . 
ally call the “ward of death.” 

, She is j only - five-years-old 
but looks much younger, 
lying shrivelled on her bed, 
her eyes squeezed shut with 
pain, her large, unwieldy 
father — massive in his grey 
gallibia robe amid such 
frailty and pain — gently 
placing a damp yellow com- 
press on her face. She comes 
from AI-Yusfia on the road 
to Babylon, the target of reg- 
ular Allied raids in February 



Five-year-old leukaemia victim Samar Khdair: Her father spent £6, which is equal to three months wages, on cyto-toxins for his dying daughter (photo 
by Robert Fisk) 


1991. 

Samar's father. Jaber, 
looks poor because he is. He 
spent 15,000 dinars to buy 
cyto-toxins for his dying 
daughter — about £6, but 
more than three months 
wages for Jaber. “I sold my 
car to buy the medicine for 
her,” he told us quietly. And 
how would he pay for the 
next dose, we asked? “I will 
borrow the money." Dr. 
Ismail, who is resident doc- 
» tor- in the cancer- ward, lis- 
tened s in silence. Then he 
said to us, in English: “I've 
seen these patients’ families 
so many times. They sell 
everything in their house, 
even their beds — and then 
their child dies anyway.” 

You cannot move through 
Baghdad’s “ward of death” 
without two emotions — a 
deep sense of unease, even 
shame, that “our” 1991 mili- 
tary victory over the cruel 
Saddam may well have cre- 


ated this purgatory of the 
innocent by poisoning both 
the air they breathe and the 
land they try to grow up in: 
and a profound admiration 
for the dignity of the poor 
Iraqis who sometimes sell 
their own clothes in a vain 
effort to save the children 
who die in their arms. 

Nor can one remain unaf- 
fected by the bravery of 
these tiny victims. Ali Hillal 
is eight-years-old but looks 
about four, a weird fringe of 
hair across the top of his 
forehead accentuating his 
baldness. “Yesterday, he had 
a very severe headache,” Dr. 
Ismail said, smiling at the 
child. “He was screaming. 
When I gave him an injec- 
tion between his vertebrae, 
he told me he knew the pain 
of the needle, but that he 
would be very quiet because 
he knows I want what is best 
for him.” 

Ali Hillal was malnour- 


ished when he was brought 
here from the town of Diala. 
east of Baghdad, his home 
next to a broadcasting trans- 
mitter and several factories 
that were heavily and repeat- 
edly bombed by allied air- 
craft in February. 1991. He 
is the fifth child of a family 
that has no history of cancer. 
“First he had the mumps, 
then he had swelling in his 
chest and abdomen.” Dr. 
Ismail said. “Now the 
lumoui^rhas reached his 
--vWftrni . VWh en the condition 
•saeachesithis point, the prog- 
nosis is very poor.” 

Ali’s mother Fatima 
remembers the bombing. 
“There was a strange smell, 
a burning, choking smell, 
something like insecticide.” 
she said. And l wondered, 
listening to her, about those 
bombs.** Was she smelling 
nitrite, which the doctors 
blame for some of the 
leukaemias? Or had “we" 


bombed one of Saddam’s 
chemical warfare plants? 
Latif Abdul Sattar was play- 
ing with a small car when 1 
caught sight of him. His 
smile, beneath the dome of 
his baldness, suggested life. 
Diagnosed with non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma three 
months ago. he has received 
two cycles of cyto-toxins. 
“But the third cycle is par- 
tial because he’s getting 
only cyclophosphamide adri- 
amycin as a substitute for 
vincristine. “ Dr. Ismail said. 
What Latif needs is pro- 
duced by a company in Ger- 
many called Astra Medica. 
“We received 20 vials of this 
10 days ago — before that, 
the patient’s families were 
buying it for 160.000 dinars 
(more* than two years’ salary 
for many Iraqis). But still we 
can’t get enough. Latif needs 
the treatment as long as his 
malignancy continues.” 

Dr. Ismail continued his 


rounds. Youssef Abdul 
Raouf Mohammad from Ker- 
bala — close to military 
bases bombed in 1991 — has 
gastro-intestinal bleeding. 
He still has his curly hair 
and can talk to his parents 
but has small blood spots in 
his cheeks, a sure sign of 
internal bleeding. And Dr. 
Ismail is bothered by a mem- 
ory. “Since the U.N. embar- 
go*. patients often die before 
they can receive induction 
treatment^.' die says.cVT.bey, 
get thrombocytopenia, - a 
severe j-eduerjon ofi.-.bLxodi. 
platelets. They start bleeding 
everywhere. We had another 
child like Youssef. He was 
called Ahmad Fleah. And 
after we started the cyto- 
toxin treatment, he started 
bleeding from his mouth, 
eyes. ears. nose, and rectum. 
He bled to death in two 
weeks.” 

— The Independent 


Epidemic 
that came 
in wake of 
the war 

By Robert Fisk 
in Baghdad 

IT STARTED with a chance 
conversation with Murtaza 
Saleh. She was wearing a 
turban and had cancer. 
"God knows, maybe the 
cause is whatever they 
bombed us with,” she said. 
But Murtaza smoked ciga- 
rettes. Her story seemed as 
. normal as it was tragic. 

But then it turned out that 
her husband, a medical doc- 
tor. had died of prostate 
cancer, and three other fam- 
ily members had also died 
of cancer, some with no his- 
tory of the disease at all. 

1 began to ask other Iraqis 
if they knew of cancer in 
their family or those of their 
friends. An Iraqi civil ser- 
vant was charting to me in 
Baghdad one afternoon. 
“My neighbour’s baby is 
. sick” he said. ‘‘Her name is 
Noor Mohamed Younis. 
She is only two-and-a-half 
years old. My neighbour 
said he knew something 
was wrong when he saw a 
sort of shining, glimmering 
in her eye.” The baby had 
the eye removed — and 
they will remove the other 
eye in a few months' time. 
The doctors said if they did- 
n’t' do that, the cancer 
would move to her brain 
and kill her within a year. 
The doctors said it was 
because of the war. 

Then in Basra, in the 
poorest pan of town, we 
asked a group of women 
about the health of their 
families. “My husband has 
cancer,” one of them said. 
Sundus Abdul-Kader, a 33- 
year-old mother of four, 
said her aunt had just died 
of cancer. Two other 
women interrupted to say 
they had young sisters suf- 
fering, from cancer. And so 
it .went on. in a society 
• where merely, to admit to 
cancer in the family is 
regarded as a social stigma. 
We went to the hospitals. 
And so the story materi- 
alised. Why had so many 
young Iraqis — especially 
children — suddenly fallen 
victim to an explosion of 
leukaemia in the aftermath 
of the 1991 Gulf War. 

— The Independent 


Prince Hassan: 1998 is year of 
Israeli redeployment in W. Bank 


(Continued from page 1) 

Norway and Russia. 

“On this basis, we expea 
that the international commu- 
nity move fast to protect the 
peace process,” he said. 

The Crown Prince, wbo 
bailed Me. Arafat’s “courage, 
determination, and that of [his] 
people,” said that despite the 
obstacles, there have bees 
many accomplishments in the 
peace process, and that “we 
can lode at die glass as half- 
fulL” 

Asked about Mr. Arafat's 
c omment s last month that 
rest a rting the intifada was an 
option, Crown Prince Hassan 
answered that Arabs in general 
continuously express despair 
in relation to die peace process. 

"This is the right of every cit- 
izen,” he said “But it is also 
the right of those responsible to 
remind people presorting to 
violence is not necessarily an 
option,” and that there is anoth- 
er alternative, albeit amore dif- 


ficult one, which is to pursue 
diplomatic initiatives. 

Ml Arafat responded: “with- 
out a doubt die situation is vary 
difficult, but we have many 
options,” adding that he has 
been calling for an emergency 
Arab s ummi t. 

However, the Palestinian 
official wbo requested 
anonymity, cast doubt on the 
benefit of restarting the intifa- 
da. “Our message for the first 
time since 1948 that has 
brought die international com- 
munity to our side, is one of 
peace.” 

He said that such a move 
would cost the PNA a heavy 
price, giving Israel the chance 
to re-enter Palestinian cities 
again. 

In response to the new Amer- 
ican initiative. Dr. Erekat said 
that the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) has “beard” 
of it but has not been formally 
approached about it by the 
U-S- government. 

The U25. is currently calling 


for an Israeli, troop withdrawal 
firm 13 per cent of the West 
Bank, while Israel is offering 
less than 10 per cent. 

According to the Oslo peace 
accords, the second Israeli 
redeployment is meant to 
encompass approximately thir- 
ty per cent of the area. 

The PNA has not yet made a 
decision about the U.S. initia- 
tive, said Dr. Erekat. The main 
stipulation by the Palestinians 
is that the proposal be “within 
the framework and terms of 
reference of the agreements, 
also signed by the Americans,” 
he said. 

Bul the Palestinians are 
“damned if they accept the 
American proposal, and 
damned if they don’t," said one 
Palestinian official. 

In any case, be said, die 
Palestinians are banking on the 
downfall of Mr. Netanyahu in 
whatever course he chooses to 
take, explaining that whether 
the Israeli premier decides to 
withdraw or not, be will be 


faced by insurmountable oppo- 
sition by bis coalition members 
and/or international pressure. 

He saw Jordan's role as pres- 
suring Mr. Netanyahu to 
implement the peace accords, 
and exposing his belligerent 
policies. 

"The most country that has 
been embarrassed by 
Netanyahu is Jordan. How 
many times did be make 
promises to the Kingdom, and 
then failed to deliver. 7 " he 
asked. 

In talks with Mr. Netanyahu 
in Tel Aviv today, discussions 
will focus on the need to 
“respect the requirements of 
the Palestinians... and die foil 
implementation of the accords 
agreed upon,” said the Crown 
Prince. 

Dr. Erekat said that Prince 
Hassan will be “putting Israel 
in die picture" during his talks 
with Mr. Netanyahu. 


Iraqi oil minister meets Annan to discuss oil-for-food accord 


(Continued from page 1) 

compensation which would 
be automatic under die 
enhanced arrangement 

Iraq has also informed the 
United Nations dial it can- 
not pump more than $4 bil- 
lion worth of oil at current 
prices, without first repair- 
ing its i nfrastru cture, dam- 
aged by allied bombing 
raids dining the 1991 Gulf 
war.- 

The resolution contains 
proposals for one-rime 


spending on infrastructural 
projects, but Iraq is object- 
ing to the- United Nations 
spelling out bow the money 
should be spent. 

An eight-man technical 
rpiflm is due in Iraq on 
Thursday to determine 
Iraq’s oil capacity. 

In light of their report to 
Mr. Atman , the Security 
Council is due to decide 
what spare parts Iraq can 
purchase to upgrade its oil 
infrastructure to meet the 
new ceiling for oil sales. 


Mr. Annan’s talks with 
Mr. Sahhaf are expected to 
focus on the terms of a new 
distribution plan that Iraq is 
supposed to submit to the 
U.N. The new arrange- 
ments are to come into 
force when Mr. Annan has 
approved the new distribu- 
tion plan. 

During his discussions in 
Baghdad, Mr. Annan 
expressed frustration with 
the Iraqi position on the oil- 
for-food deal according to 
sources close to the talks. 


He notably told Vice 
President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan that Iraq should 
“stop giving ammunition to 
the other guys” — referring 
to the United States. 

Some U.N. officials sus- 
pect dial Washington 
agreed to the higher oil-for- 
food ceiling knowing that 
Iraq did not have the tech- 
nical capacity to pump so 
much oil. and would balk at 
other conditions. 


Jordan, Israel sign standards unification agreement 


(Continued from page 1) 

eight existing JonJanian-Israeli 
joint businesses at the zone, 
more joint ventures will be 
approved. 

Although trade exchanges 
fell short of expectations. Dr. 
Mulki indicated that it still rep- 
resented a qualitative step in 
the trade relations between Jor- 
dan and Israel in 1997. 

The volume of trade between 
both countries amounted to 
$16 million in 1996. 

"Over the last year, we have 
overcome several barriers and 
obstacles to unde between Jor- 
dan and Is rad. ..The casing of 
procedures on the crossing 
points has also been a positive 
development which we should 
continue to reinforce." Dr. 
Mulki said. ‘The widening of 
the scope of tariff exemptions 
agreed upon over a year ago 
has been yet another factor in 


increasing trade levels." 

Last month Jordan and Israel 
gave conflicting figures on 
their volume of trade 
exchanges. 

While Israel claimed that its 
1997 imports from Jordan 
totalled SI 2-5 million and its 
exports reached S2C» million. 
Amman maintained that last 
year’s exports to the Jewish 
state amounted to S22 million 
while its imports stood at $9 
million. 

“While the figures are still 
too small, we have succeeded 
in removing a lot of non-tariff 
barriers...and hope to continue 
doubling our trade exchanges,” 
said Mr. Sharansky'. 

Jordan and Israel also solved 
the problem concerning the 
seven-day guarantee deposits 
previously paid by the Jordan- 
ian tracks upon entry to Israel. 

Tracks will now be able to 
pay the deposits on a daily 


basis. 

Both sides also agreed to 
appoint representatives on the 
borders to ensure a prompt 
clearing of goods without any 
delays. 

According to Dr. Mulki, a 
Jordanian customs centre on 
the borders will commence 
operations in April to clear all 
Jordanian imports from and 
exports to Israel. 

During Monday's meeting. 
Jordan also asked Israel to 
facilitate the flow of trade 
between Amman and the 
Palestinian self-rale areas — a 
market held captive to Israeli 
products. 

Dr. Mulki said Israel 
promised to look into expand- 
ing the list of products 
exchanged between Jordan and 
the PNA. 

‘The list of products will be 
improved and is expected to be 
increased soon,” said the min- 


ister. 

Jordan has been complaining 
of strict Israeli measures that 
impeded a smooth flow of 
trade between the Kingdom 
and the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). 

Trade levels between Jordan 
and die PNA amounted to 
approximately $31 million in 
1996 — well below the 

aspired levels. 

Dr. Mulki said a tripartite 
meeting grouping Jordan, 
Israel and the PNA is hoped to 
be held soon. 

Mr. Sharansky dismissed 
reports that the commercial 
office at the Israeli Embassy in 
Amman was expected to close 
down. He said the office “aims 
a] strengthening economic ties 
with Jordan instead of weaken- 
ing them.” 


World powers agree on Belgrade 
weapons embargo over Kosovo 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

leaders, the group said in a state- 
ment. 

This would mean a "substan- 
tially greater degree of autono- 
my” for Kosovo including 
“meaningful self-administra- 
tion” it said. 

Mr. Milosevic revoked Alba- 
nia’s previous autonomy in 19S9 
and has led the crackdown on 
Albanian-speakers who make 
up 90 per cent of the province's 
two million population. 

At the meeting the US., which 
has. pressed hardest for pressure 
on Kir. Milosevic, threatened to 
impose unilateral sanctions if the 
group did not take a touch 
stance, said a U.S. official who 


asked not to be named. 

Russia initially refused to sup- 
port the package bui later agreed 
to the arms bans as they affected 
a) I sides equally, Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister Niko- 
lai Afanasyevski told reporters. 
Yugoslavia already has large 
supplies of military equipment 
while the Kosovo Albanians do 
not have large supplies of 
weaponsu 

Russia is ready to consider 
active approval for the other 
measures in bvo weeks or less if 
the situation does not improve. 
Mr. Afanasyev ski said. 

The U.S. official said that 
despite the lack of total agree- 
ment, the overall package was a 
“strong message, backed by eco- 


nomic and other measures.” 

The measures were net how- 
ever, enough to meet the 
demands of Kosovo .Albanians, 
around 3.000 of whom demon- 
strated outside Monday's meet- 
ing demanding foil indepen- 
dence, foil sanctions against 
Yugoslavia and armed interven- 
tion by U.N. forces. 

British Foreign Secretary’ 
Robin Cook, chairing the meet- 
ing. said military intervention 
had not been discussed and was 
“not on the agenda at the present 
time.” 

He added the crackdown by 
Serbia last week had been so 
severe it could not considered as 
an "internal maner" and insisted 
"there must be no impunity for 


those who break international 
law." 

The situation in Kosovo can- 
not be tolerated,” he said 

Ms. A! bright, sad: “We do not 
want a repeat, of 1991” when 
nothing was done to stop the 
outbreak of war in Croatia. "The 
only kind of pressure Milosevic 
understands is that kind that 
imposes a real price on his unac- 
ceptable behaviour.” 

Mr. Primakov, French Foreign 
Minister Hubert Vedrine and 
German Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkei would all visit Belgrade 
in the next two weeks, Mr. Cook 
said The Contact Group will 
meet again i a Washington on 
March 25. 
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Insurance companies voice reservation on draft law 


By Issam Qadamani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
insurance companies 
voiced reservations on a 
draft insurance law during 
a one day meeting held 
here Monday. 

Representatives of these 
companies demanded that 
some articles of the draft 
law be amended, especially 


article 25. Most of the com- 
panies' directors who took 
part in the meeting said 
some parts of the draft law 
are bound to cause heavy 
losses for their companies 
while others said the law 
can cause a real crisis 
between their companies 
and the government. 

Hie draft law was advo- 
cated by the government as 
a means to help mergers 


between different compa- 
nies. 

Daoud Kurd, director 
general of A1 Arab Insur- 
ance Company, criticised 
the draft law which, he 
said, calls for separation of 
different kinds of insurance 
that companies can sell. 

He said: “If this principle 
is to be applied it would 
lead to the complete disap- 
parance of many compa- 


nies and would deal a 
heavy blow to the insur- 
ance sector.” 

Basel Hindawi. controller 
of insurance at the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, said 
the current law on the 
insurance sector needs 
strengthening to ensure sol- 
vency and sound financial 
status. 

While the current law and 
regulations contain some of 


the principles which are 
important, they do not pro- 
vide for effective control of 
the solvency of the insur- 
ance companies, which is 
the basic objective of finan- 
cial supervision in the 
insurance sector. Dr. Hin- 
dawi added. 

He said the new draft 
insurance law will be based 
on the European Union 
insurance law and will 


ensure that companies 
maintain an adequate capi- 
tal base from the risks. 

The meeting which was 
under the patronage of min- 
ister of trade and industry, 
Hani Mulki, was attended 
by experts on insurance 
from the World Bank and 
the Republic of Ireland 
which had contributed to 
the drafting of the law. 


Indonesian economy bleeds in IMF standoff 


JAKARTA fR) — Indonesia 
and the InteroarionaJ Monetary 
Fund (IMF) Monday sought to 
mend fences after IMF unhap- 
piness with the pace of govern- 
ment reforms caused it to delay 
a much-needed injection of 
money into the economy. 

The delay in the disburse- 
ment of a $3 billion IMF 
tranche threatened to stretch 
the country’s foreign exchange 
reserves to die limit or beyond, 
analysis said. 

Foreign Minister Adi Alatas 
attempted to calm the tensions 
with the fund, saying President 
Suharto was committed to the 
reforms and did not want any 
alteration in the IMF pro- 
gramme. 

“We are going to implement 
the agreed programme on the 
reform and restructuring of our 
economy.” Alatas told 
reporters on the sidelines of a 
session of die People's Consul- 
tative Assembly (MPR) winch 
Tuesday will re-elect Suharto 
for a seventh five-year term of 
office. 

The IMF also played down 
the growing confrontation with 


Indonesia. The fund’s country 
representative in Jakarta. Kad- 
him Al-Eyd, told Reuters a 
review team hoped soon to 
conclude talks with [be govern- 
ment on the disbursement of 
£3.0 billion from ics mote than 
$40 billion financial bail-out 
package far die economically 
ravaged country. 

Economic analysts said 
Indonesia's finances were in 
dire straits and the delay of the 
IMF instalment and of about 
$25 billion from the World 
Bank and the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank which were to 
accompany the tranche, would 
stretch foreign exchange 
reserves. News of the delay in 
the disbursement and com- 
ments by President Suharto 
and a government minister 
over the weekend criticising 
the IMF and its prescribed 
reform package spooked mar- 
kets around die region. 

“Let's be honest about, it is 
actually very serious in Indone- 
sia.” Daim Zainuddin. eco- 
nomic adviser to the Malaysian 
government, told Reuters in 
Kuala Lumpur. 


The rupiah plunged in early 
trade Monday and fell to as low 
as 12250 to the dollar before 
clawing back to around 1 1 ,000 
by the close after Bank Indone- 
sia raised short-term interest 
rates of central bank papers. 

The Jakarta stock market 
index closed down over 32 per 
cent at 495.8 1 points. 

Singapore’s Straits Times 
index closed down more rh.in 
two per cent while Seoul stocks 
fell more than 3.4 per cent on 
woes linked to Indonesia. 

“The IMF package will 
impose a liberal economy, 
which is not in line with article 
33 (of the constitution)," 
Suharto told Yusuf Syakir, a 
leader of the minority United 
Development Party, Sunday. 

But in a hander statement 
State Minister of National 
Development Planning 

Ginandjar Kartasarrrita warned 
that multilateral agencies such 
as the IMF should not degrade 
Indonesia, a newspaper report- 
ed Monday. 

“We welcome international 
bodies such as the IMF and the 
World Bank to help Indonesia. 


But if that means they can 
impose their will or humiliate 
us. we would be better off with- 
out their aid," Ginandjar, who 
said he was speaking os a rul- 
ing Golkar party official, was 
quoted by the Indonesian 
Observer as saying. 

The IMF executive board 
bad been due to decide on the 
second $3.0 billion tranche by 
March 15, but the fund said 
Friday the board would be 
unable to meet before April. 
The money was intended for 
balance of payments support. 

Because the delay was 
announced after weeks of com- 
plaints that Indonesia was 
dragging its feet on the reform 
programme, many took it as a 
sign of IMF ire. 

“Indonesia is facing severe 
liquidity problems,’’ said Thio 
Chin Loo. an analyst at Banque 
Paribas in Singapore. “The 
delay in IMF aid is surely 
adding to the already dire 
financial position. 

“Unless a real commitment 
and action is taken by Indone- 
sia to step up reform efforts, 
the outlook looks increasingly 


bleak.” 

Other analysts said the 
demands on Indonesia’s for- 
eign exchange reserves were 
mounting because of its guar- 
antee of all local bank liabilities 
and deposits and that reports of 
a $22 billion short-dollar posi- 
tion at state-owned bank 
Ekspor lmpor tEXIM) could 
just be the tip of the iceberg. 

The analysts noted that 
Indonesia’s gross foreign assets 
amounted to $1633 billion at 
the end of February, down 
from $19.06 billion at the end 
of January. 

Analysts, noting that only 
about $10 billion of this was in 
usable foreign exchange 
reserves, said they were mysti- 
fied at the reasons for the falL 

“Say they are using about 
$1.0 billion per month on food. 
But the rest must be going to 
support the honking system 
and probably to cover forward 
liabilities," said one analyst 

“It’s a severe balance of pay- 
ments crunch. If Exim is in 
any way reflective of forward 
swaps by local banks, the gov- 
ernment is incredibly close to 


being bankrupt,” he said. 

In Jakarta, however, interest 
remained focused on politics as 
the MPR, the nation’s top poli- 
cy-making body, continued a 
session that will reram Suharto 

as president 

Suharto, the only candidate 
for the job. will be formally 
elected tty die mostly hand- 
picked 1. 000-member assem- 
bly Tuesday and sworn in 
Wednesday. 

Within the MPR there has 
been no opposition to Suharto, 
an autocratic former army gen- 
eral who has ruled Indonesia 
for more than three decades, 
but protests have mounted 
across the nation blaming him 
and the government for the 
economic crisis. 

Students held protest rallies 
inside university campuses in 
Jakarta and foe nearby city of 
Bandung Monday and more 
demonstrations are likely over 
the next few days, studenr lead- 
ers said- 

Police and troops were post- 
ed outride foe gates of the cam- 
puses to ensure the protests did 
not spall over into the streets. 





For enquiries in Jordan contact: 

96265607471 
962 6 5692964 (FAX) 


BritishBank 

are pleased to announce that their Ramallah 
office is now open to provide international 
banking services in the Palestinian 
Autonomous Area including Global 
Automated Teller Machine Service. 


BritishBank 

Jaffa Street 
P.O-Box: 2067 
Ramallab 

Palestinian Autonomous Area. 


<z> 

BritishBank 

The British Bank of the Middle East 
Member HSBC Groep 




A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

Area: 220 sq.m., second floor apartment. Consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious 
living room, veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, modern equipped kitchen and 
luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 5665711 — Fax: 5664256 


BritishBank opens branch in RamaJlah 

BRITISHBANK has announced the opening of a new branch 
in Ramallab in the Palestinian autonomous area. The bank 
wilt offer a comprehensive range of personal and corporate 
banking services folly supported by its parent company, the 
HSBC Group. ... 

The branch opened for business on Feb. 8, 1998 following the 
receipt of approval from the Palestine Monetary Authority. It 
is conventionally located between the industrial and main 
downtown areas of Ramallah. Anton Lolas, branch manager, 
said, "BritishBank is now in a position to offer a wide range 
of modem banking services including personal banking 
products, such as MasterCard credit card and international 
ATM services to residents of the West Bank. It is the bank’s 
goal to provide customers with the highest level of quality 
service and tailored products to meet their needs." 

John Pascoe, chief executive officer, commented, "we are 
delighted to have the opportunity to contribute to the 
development and progress of Ramallah. The new branch 
illustrates BritishBank's ongoing commitment to serve our 
customers throughout the Middle East.” 

BritishBank is the largest and most widely represented 
international bank in the Middle East with 31 branches 
throughout the United Arab Emirates. Oman, Bahrain. Qatar, 
Jordan, Lebanon, and the Palestinian autonomous area and 
an offshore banking unit in Bahrain. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited fay Wayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Hidden supply 
6 Beige 

10 Majority 

14 Orderly 
arrangement 

15 At that time 

16 Woody 
Guthrie’s boy 

17 Snatched 

18 Shallow notch 

19 Close at hand 

20 Fuzzy brown 
tropical fruit 

21 Graduation 
garb 

23 Transmitter 

25 Film reel 

26 Kingly 

28 Rock-boring 
tool 

32 Flying saucer, 
for short 

34 Nebraska city 

37 Ascend 

38 Poetic 
meadows 

40 Wounded by a 
wasp 

42 Mishmash dish 

43 Makes a home 
45 French painter 

Matisse 

47 Head cover 

48 Fasten 

50 Terra firma 

52 Alcoves 

55 Most recent 
58 Deceived 

62 Tickle Me __ 

63 star 

64 Spotted 

65 Transmit 
payment 

66 Borodin opera, 

‘Prince " 

67 Set up for a 

drive 

68 Dancing Freds 
sister 

53 Clarified fat 

70 Fast planes, for 
short 

71 Senator 

Kefauver 

DOWN 

1 Barrels 

2 Shaw of musk; 

3 Butcher's cut 
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By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbro ok , a. 

4 Halogen 
compound 

5 Look up and 
down 

6 Sicilian volcano 

7 Poker tokens 
6 Story so far. 

briefly 

8 Loosen one’s 
tie 

10 Mutilators 

11 Popular cooWe 

12 Cabbage dish 

13 Ripped 

21 Stutfes late 

22 Mrs. 

Copperiield 

24 Seif conceit ( 

27 Thin strip Of > 

wood 

29 Tropical In! 

30 On the briny 4 

31 Gingrich, to e 

friends 

32 Arm bone 4 

33 Legends A 

35 Shade £ 

36 Bancroft or £ 

Boteyn £ 

39 Benchmark 


00000000 1300000 
□0000000 D0000Q 
□0000000 □□noon 
0000 OQ0 □□□□ 
000 Q0QQQ00 000 
□00 0D0 D0D 000 
□□0 00000000 
00QE30 000 0QO00 
00000000 0D0 
000 000 000 000 
□00 0000000 BQQ 
0O0D 00O 0000 

000000 0DQ00000 
□0Q000 00000000 
000000 00000000 


41 $1,000 
44 Flat-bottomed 
boat 

46 Anger 
49 Lifting devices 
51 Nubby woolens 

53 Leg joints 

54 Shooting at 
day targets 


56 Grin 

57 Carries 

58 Flag down 

59 Gymnast 
Korbut 

60 Stench 

61 Concludes 

65 Saly Field film, 
■Norma ■ 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1993 


By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. | 


ARIES: (Match 21 to April 19) A lunch date could lead 
to romance. If you’re not in a relationship, get close to 
someone you’d fils to start one with. It’s a good after- 
noon to begin a group project. Try a bigger challenge 
than ever before. You need something like that to keep 
you interested. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Make your major deci- 
sions as early as possible. Don’t procrastinate. Later in 
the focus shifts to financial matters. It may seem like 
there’s not enough money to do what you want. Remem- 
ber that old line about necessity being the mother of 
invention? Necessity in pushing you to try new tilings. 
One of them is bound to work. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) If your work’s done, you 
might be able to travel this weekend How about skiing 
at Thboe, or perhaps the Swiss Alps? This won’t happen 
if you’ve been goofing off: Put in the correction, and next 
time this condition comes around, it’s off to the Alps for 
you. Mean while, back to work. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) A friend can help you 
solve a difficult problem this morning. Talk it over with 
one who's more predictable than you are. This person 
had had the same lifestyle for longer than you can 
remember. Your problem is that things in your life are 
changing. If you need a little stability, go to one who has 
a lot of it - 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Complete a project this 
morning. You’ll make a good impression on an older per- 
son and increase the money coining in. This afternoon, 
you'll have more chance to socialise. That’s also your 
best opportunity for romance. In fact, it may find you. It 
looks like your partner is in an aggressive mood. This 
could be interesting. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Ask for what you 
want early this morning. Later, everything gets confus- 
ing. Your boss or teacher or parent will order you to do 
one thin g, then expect you to have something else done 
at the same time. Don’t you get frazzled too. Instead, 
help this person get organised. That will make both of 
your lives a lot easier. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) The morning 
starts out slow, but the days gets better. By afternoon, you 
should be doing pretty well You'll be able to find just the 
right words, especially with loved ones and children. 
You’ll also be firm and decisive, so watch what you say. 
You’ll have to keep any agreements you make this 
evening. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) You could get a 
good opportunity this afternoon. If you have your budget 
figured out, you'll know bow much you can afford to spend. 
Money is not necessarily tight, but it never hurts to spend it 
wisely. Tbe time you spend planning earlier in this day will 
show up a s money saved later 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Things will fell together this morning, and money might 
even fell into your pocket It’s not from winning the lot- 
tery. It’s from work you’ve done recently. Celebrate at 
lunch with your favourite person. Choose a date who can 
teach you something.. It lodes like love and learning are 
linked right now. This could turn to be something a bit 
more personal. It’s up to you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your life 
should start moving fester around tbe middle of the day. 
.It might seem like you have too much to do, but that's 
never stopped you before. You’re probably finding it 
exciting. Don't forget to get the clients to sign on the dot- 
ted line. If you forget something today, the mistake could 
be an expensive one. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) A problem 
you've been struggling with starts to ease around the 
middle of the day. The solution either becomes obvious, 
or you simply stop caring. Your interest shifts to romance 
tonight, and it's about time. You’ve done without it for 
long enough. Set up a (tinner dale. You and your sweet- 
heart have a lot to talk about * 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Spend the morning 
studying, so you can handle a difficult situation this after- 
noon. IPs not as hard as it is confusing. You want to ask | 
everyone else’s opinion, but you need to make sure your I 
own interests are protected. You tend to do what everybody 
else wants. That’s admirable, but not really necessary. 

Birthstone of March: Aquamarine — Jasper. j 




“Our computer can open a file in 2.5 
seconds, but the new ones can do it 
in 2.2 seconds. We need to upgrade!” 


repill 


Unscramble these four Juifcles. 
ana totter to each square, to form 
four onSnary worda. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and MBc* Argirion 



Print answer harm: 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form trie surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


I (Answers tomorrow) 

JmttBK ABHOR GLOAT STUCCO SHERRY 
Answer: Easy far a reporter to got at a doughnut shop — 
THE “HOLE* STOHY 
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Daily 


Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Halaiqah gives low marks to food industry 


** ACCORDING TO Secretary-General 
of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 
Mohammad Halaiqah, the weak, competi- 
tively of Jordan’s food industry is attrib- 
utable to the absence of clear and specif- 
ic strategies, weak administrative and 
marketing skills and also weak research 
and development activities. He said, dur- 
ing a seminar organised by Dajani Con- 
sultancy Company, the food industry is 
capable of competing price-wise but in 
terms of quality, the sector has to adopt 
the necessary Internationa] standards such 
as ISO and HACCP. a system to analyse 
the risks in food industries.Dr. Halaiqah 
described the food industry as a modest 
sector in rerms of its contribution to the 
gross domestic product (GDP) as it does 


not exceed two per cent, whereas the 
share of ’Industry" and convertible indus- 
tries in die GDP stands at 19.7 per cent 
and 13.4 per cent respectively. He point- 
ed out that industrial exports represent S6 
per cent of total exports, noting (hat 62 
per cent of industrial exports are products 
of convertible industries and 9.9 per cent 
are products of food industries. In addi- 
tion. Dr. Halaiqah indicated, the food 
industries employ 12.6 per cent of the 
total industrial labour.Dr. Halaiqah called 
for concentrating on convertible indus- 
tries, especially those of medium and 
small-size plants. He concluded by men- 
tioning that five Jordanian companies are 
on their way towards adopting the 
HACCP system in the country. 


Jordanian bankers, financial experts see no cause 
for concern regarding Palestinian currency 


** COMMENTING ON reports that the 
Palestinian National Authority intends to 
issue Palestinian currency and that the 
governor of the monetary authority has 
announced that studies and research have 
started in this regard, Jordanian Financial 
experts and bankers stressed that such a 
step would not affect Jordanian reserves 
due to the low volume of currency in cir- 
culation in Palestinian areas.The experts 
and bankers indicated that a decision to 
issue currency is considered as a political 
move before’ it can be considered eco- 
nomic. They noted that the present stage 
lacks much of the components that help in 
issuing a Palestinian currency. According 


to sources at the Central Bank of Jordan, 
eight Jordanian banks having 49 branches 
operate in the Palestinian territories. Total 
deposits at these banks amounted to 
JD 1.23 billion in Jordanian dinars and 
other currencies at the end of November 
1997. Credits extended totalled JD284.3 
million. Based on these statistics, the 
bankers and financial experts indicated 
that since half of the Palestinian banking 
system belongs to Jordanian banks and 
capital, it is highly important that both 
Jordanians and Palestinians should main- 
tain close coordination to handle any 
financial or monetary developments. 


NL 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 


9/03/98 19:25 
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GB Sterling 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
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0.7090 
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14104 

- 

Saudi Riyal 

04868 

0.1891 
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2.66 
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1244 | 

12.86 

1441 

1447 

1244 

12.88 

11.16 

1140 

144.00 

148.00 


SARfyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 



0.4874 0.16294 0.39728 j 34.0878 
0.40759 0.16637 0.40565 
5.38088 2 4.87567 1 41841 

4.84731 1.62075 3.95257 
34074 1.1393 2.7772 1 238.273 


JOD Cross Rates 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid 




US Dollar 
GB Steriflng 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 



0.708 0.710 

1.1592 1.165 




04745 04769 

0.1168 
0.5546 
0.3444 


DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE100 
N1KKIE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


USD 5.56 5.56 5.59 5.67 5. 

GBP 740 7.38 748 741 741 

JPY 0.50 0.50 048 0.51 048 

DEM 3.37 - 340 348 349 3.68 

FRF 3.70 348 3.70 3.57 

CHF 0.76 044 046 1.12 1.28 

ITL 5.62 5.53 6.14 4.83 | 446 


8597.53 
1068.57 
58144 

16972.53 



1.33 8603.76 854148 

.08 1957.1 1050.02 

.55 58264 57044 57824 

1.93 173524 16972.5 17132 

XL 353147 3476.79 348342 

48 480646 4751.1 4715.95 


Oil price falls below $13 a barrel on OPEC discord 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
benchmark Brent crude oil 
price fell sharply Monday 
amid discord in the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC) over 
how to shore up prices. 

Brent for delivery in April 
fell below SI 3 a barrel late 
in the day to SI 2.97, its 
lowest level since March 
28, 1994 — compared with 
513.45 at the Monday 
opening and SI 3.60 at the 
Friday close. 

The plunge came in reac- 
tion to a report in the Mid- 
dle East Ecomomic Survey 
(MEES) that the chances of 
an extraordinary OPEC 
meeting to consider pro- 
duction cuts had "fallen vir- 
tually to zero." 

An oil analyst at Salomon 
Smith Barney trading 


house. Peter Gignoux. said; 
"There is not going to be a 
meeting, I am positive." 

OPEC Secretary General 
Rilwanu Lukman . called 
Wednesday for a special 
session on prices to be held 
on March 16 in Vienna. He 
wanted the meeting to be 
held during a session of the 
ministerial-level market 
surveillance committee 
which groups the secretary 
general. Iran. Nigeria, and 
Kuwait. 

But the MESS newsletter 
noted that the appeal by the 
goup’s Indonesian presi- 
dency had failed ro raise a 
favourable response except 
among the three surveil- 
lance committee member 
countries. 

It said the other group 
members “declined the 


invitation or did not 
respond." 

Venezuela, which pro- 
duces almost a millon bar- 
rels per day (hpd) over its 
quota, has said it feels "no 
urgency-" over holding a 
session considering produc- 
tion cuts. 

If the March 16 ministeri- 
al gathering does not take 
place, the next regular 
scheduled OPEC ministeri- 
al conference is not until 
June. 

Oil prices have fallen 
sharply since December, 
when OPEC decided to 
raise its 1998 production 
ceiling to 27.5 million bar- 
rels per day from its previ- 
ous 25 million bpd ceiling. 
Reduced demand from Asia 
as economic turmoil there 
bites has accelerated the 


price fall. 

Prices have tumbled in 
the face of increased OPEC 
output and higher Iraqi pro- 
duction, coupled with low 
demand due to a warm 
northern hemisphere win- 
ter. 

"The downtrend is intact 
and the market will be 
under pressure in the next 
few weeks, you can be 
sure,’* Mr. Gignoux said. 

OPEC members have 
been in dispute as prices 
fall. Saudi Arabia, by far 
the biggest oil producer, 
wants to bring fellow mem- 
ber Venezuela into line and 
to respect output ceilings. 

Saudi Arabia, which initi- 
ated the quota hike, insists 
that it will nor cut unilater- 
ally its output, but 
Venezuela, OPEC's biggest 


over-quota producer in Jan- 
uary at 917,000 bpd, has 
snubbed calls ro attend the 
latest special meeting. 

While not responding 
directly to secretary gener- 
al’s invitation, Saudi Arabia 
said it would participate in 
joint production cuts if 
“significant” steps were 
taken by over-quota pro- 
ducers. 

Leo Drollas at the Centre 
of Global Energy Studies 
said that feuding between 
Saudi Arabia and Venezuela 
was a “childish game." 

"In the fight for market 
share, Venezuela cannot 
compete with the Saudis." 
the oil analyst said, adding 
that “it is a game with no 
real winner but losers all 
round." 


Personal computer market unsettled by Asia 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Back to back warnings this 
week of lower earnings 
from two of the world’s 
largest which tech firms, 
Intel and Motorola, point to 
a difficult year for the sec- 
tor as the effect of the Asian 
contraction begins to be 
felt. 

"We have a major prob- 
lem right now in the indus- 
try because of low invento- 
ries, low prices and the sit- 
uation in Asia," Mona Erai- 
ba. an analyst with the 
investment firm Gruntal. 
said in a CNBC Television 


interview. 

Added Edward La Vam- 
way of the commercial 
bank First Albany: "It’ll 
probably be the case that 
there will be more of this — 
and technology stocks will 
clearly take a major hit.” 

Intel, the world's largest 
computer chip manufactur- 
er. revealed Wednesday that 
first quarter sales would be 
10 per cent below fourth 
quarter 1997 results, largely 
in response to weaker 
demand from computer 
makers. 

Motorola followed suit. 


announcing that currency 
depreciations in Asia would 
mean earnings well below 
levels predicted by market 
analysts. 

The communications and 
semiconductor giant was 
expected to be hurt both by 
lower Asian sales and com- 
petition at home from 
cheaper Asian imports. 

Intel and Motorola serve 
different markets, the for- 
mer geared exclusively to 
computer makers while the 
latter turns out telephones, 
satellite equipment and 
electronic chips for the 


automobile industry. 

Mr. La Varnway noted 
that “semiconductors, soft- 
ware and telecommunica- 
tions equipment seem to 
have the most exposure in 
Asia, alongside metals and 
chemicals." 

While the Asian crisis 
may pose obstacles to earn- 
ings growth, they will not 
be permanent. 

“The worst is going to be 
over in the first quarter," 
said Ms. Mona Eraiba. 

Mr. La Varnway offered a 
more cautious assessment 
for high-tech prospects in 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 09/03/199B 


PAST 12 MONTHS COMPANY'S NAME 
HIGH EoST 


NO. NO. OF 
OP SHARES 
TRANS. 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


mwi 

CLOSE 'fiZANGE 
PRICE 


346.000 250.000 


ARAB BANK 
BANK OF JORDAN 
INDUSTRIAL DEV.BK. 
THE HOUSING BX. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR.GULF BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR. INV. FIN. BANK/ NEW 
BBIT.AL— KAL (BBITNAJ 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 236.96 *CBGx +0.39 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX; 115.66 I CHGi -0.93 


INDEX: 171.57 *CHGl -0.12 
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MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR MONDAY 


09/03/1998 


EXPORT S> PXN.BNX. 75* 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

NATL . COHMER . CENTERS 
ONION INV. 50* 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

ARAB JOR. INVEST, CO. 
ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

ARAB INTL. INV.TRD. 
NATL. TEXTILE 
NATL . KDLT • ENG . HAM1CO 
ARAB ELECT. ENDS. 
MIDEAST PHARM. 90* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
INDS. ENG. 

ADVANCED PHARMA. IND. 
PEARL SAN. P. OOKV. 
NATL. POULTRY 
OPTICALfi HEARING 75* 
NAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 
ARAB IWT. FOOD FACT. 
EKBAL PRINT CO. 75* 
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Asia. 

“It‘s still not clear when 
they will recover, but 
(Asia) has a young and 
educated population and 
that’s a very good sign for 
the longer term." he said. 

By contrast the impact of 
cheap personal computers 
on the industry is likely to 
linger. 

Companies and con- 
sumers alike are rushing to 
buy personal computers at 
prices less than S 1 .000. 

Introduced on the U.S. 
market a year ago, these 
machines now represent 35 
per cent of the market. 

“’That trend will contin- 
ue." Mr. Lane predicted. 
"You don't need a race car 
to go the supermarket." 

Users of inexpensive per- 
sonal computers can happi- 
ly edit texts, access the 
Internet and send and 
receive e-mail and have no 
need of the latest technolo- 
gy- 

As a result, while U.S. 
retail computer sales 
jumped 54 per cent in Jan- 
uary over a year earlier, 
they increased only 10 per 
cent in dollar terms. 


Egypt, 
Tunisia 
setting up 
free trade 
zone 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt 
and Tunisia have signed an 
agreement creating a free 
trade zone and calling for 
the total liberalisation of 
bilateral trade by 2007. 

Egyptian Prime Minister 
Kama! Ai Ganzouri and 
Tunisian counterpart 
Hamed Karoui signed the 
agreement providing for 
the total and immediate lib- 
eralisation of 58 Egyptian 
goods and 42 Tunisian 
items, the government 
newspaper Al Ahram 
reported. 

“Customs duties on other 
items will be reduced by 20 
per cent annually over the 
next five years until bilater- 
al trade is completely liber- 
alised in the year 2007.” 
Dr. Ganzouri said. 

He said the agreement 
“will form the core of an 
Arab free nude zone." 

The two countries are try- 
ing to raise the value of 
bilateral trade to S3 00 mil- 
lion by 2000. or five times 
its current level. 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems of the world 18-21 & 22k. Gold. 



Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Rea! 
Estate 

ToL: 5920905/ 
5920609 

Fax: 5932605 

Mobile: 079/30007 



Stunefsani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 . 
Swalfieh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


h FOR 
| RENT 

Deluxe Villas 
r* and Apartments 




Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bed rooms * Fully 
Equipped Kftehentttes * Dally 8 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
I Te I. : 569267?- Fax: 5674551 


TeL 4656593-857690 
Mobile 079/32300-44101 
Pax. 962 - 6 - 4611068 


KOOK A 


WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 


SPRING 

COLLECTION 

20%OFF 




KOOKA 

FASHION 




TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 


5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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Sizzling Agassi wins 


second straight title 



SCOTTSDALE. Arizona 
(AFP) — Andre Agassi 
won his second tournament 
in a row Sunday, defeating 
Australian Jason 

Stoltenberg 6-4, 7-6 (7/3) 
in the ATP Tour event here. 

The victory in gives the 
27-year-old World No. 50 a 
16-2 win-loss mark in 
1998. 

His 1 6 wins are one better 
than the 15 of Australian 
Open champion Petr 
Korda. Greg Reusedski. 
Mareelo Rios and Karol 
Kucera and prove that the 
Agassi comeback effort is 
gaining serious momen- 
tum. 

Agassi added his third 
Scottsdale crown, a cheque 
for S45.000 and 150 com- 
puter ranking points to the 
title he rook in San Jose. 
California, last month over 
Pete Sampras. 

The former World No. 1 
will move into the 30s on 
the ATP Tour rankings and 
stands in good shape for his 
next event, the Champions 
Cup starting Monday in 
Indian Wells. California. 

The victory was Agassi's 
36th career title, putting 
him fourth on the list of 
active players. 

Stoltenberg was playing 
in his second final of the 
year after losing in 
Adelaide last January in the 
trophy match. 

The world No. 47 has 
surprised himself with his 
fust start this year after sit- 
ting out the last four 
months of 1997 to let a 
knee injury heal. 

Agassi, continuing the 
hot pace he has set all 
week, struck first in the 
match, breaking the 
Australian for 2-1 when 
Stoltenberg netted a fore- 
hand. 

The Australian came 
through a game featuring 
five deuces totalling 18 
points to hold for 2-3 under 
sunny conditions with none 
of the wind which had 
bothered competitor for 
the past two days. 

Stoltenberg fought to 
break back in the sixth 
game. levelling the set at 
three apiece. 

Agassi didn't hesitate to 
regain his edge with a 
break for 4-3. and moved 
out to 5-3 with a love 
game. Agassi claimed the 
set on the first of two 


Andre Agassi 

setsAgassi produced a love 
game for 5-4 and notched 
his first ace of the day to 
bring on a tiebreaker. The 
American readied three 
match points and needed 
only one. 

“It's no miracle cure, just 
a lot of hard work,” Agassi 
said of a post-Australian 
Open win screak which has 
stretched to 10 matches. 
“I'm out there getting bet- 
ter and playing well. 

“Today was an outstand- 
ing match all the way 
around. We both played 
well. We broke other back 
and forth in both sets and 


that shows the level of inte- 
sity that we had — no one 
was willing to give it up." 

Agassi saved seven of 
nine break points in the one 
hour, 36-minute match. 
“We both playd well. It was 
as good of a two-set match 
as you’ll ever see. It was 
hard tennis.” 

Agassi hopes to go from 
strength to strength. 

“This win continues my 
confidence in my game. 
I’m better now than in San 
Jose. Outdoor hardcourt is 
my surface. I belive I can 
win on it. 

Stoltenberg had a good 


day despite-the loss. 

T was trying to come to 
the net as best . I could,, it's 
tough against him. You’ve 
got to take some chances. I 
did that reasonably well. 
Overall I stuck to my game 
plan pretty well. 

‘Tve played pretty well 
this year. I've been training 
hard and my preparation 
was quite good. 

“I thought at the start of 
the week that if I played 
well I’d have a chance to 
make it through to the final. 
But I was taking it one 
match at a time." 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


— 3 bedrooms 

— Guest room and dining room 

— Satellite and Telephone 

Location: Um Utheina, in front of Bulgarian embassy 
For more information please call 
Tel.: 5535528/29, 5531341 


FOR RENT 


Furnished 4partmef7f7n : ^/ime/sa>^y j ,, 

Very good location. In a building wfth only. 3. apartments, 
overlooking a garden. Consists or 2 betfrooms,, living room, 
dining room, new modem furniture, watt-equipped kitchen-, 2 
bathrooms, separate central heating, separate entrance;' 
telephone, TV and video; - - _ w'V- 

Please call Tel: 5606947 or Fax: 5686539* 


EXCELLENT APARTMENT & 
STUDIO FOR RENT 


I) 240-sq.m. -first floor surrounded by balconies, 
overlooking private gardens. Consists of large 
furnished salon equipped with (video, TV and 
telephone), dining room, separate two bedrooms with 
a bath, fully equipped large kitchen wfth fridge, deep 
freezer and oven. 

Guest’s bathroom and laundry room. 

I I ) Nicely furnished studio, independent with large first 
floor roof and beautiful view. Consist of sitting area 
equipped with (TV & telephone), bed comer and 
choice dining comer, equipped kitchenette with 
fridge, bath with continuously running hot water. 

The apartment is of only two floors family building located 
in the best residential area in Amman with multi-car parks 
existing, Zahran St. 147. 

If interested please call 5932509 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Siemerink claims 3rd title 

ROTTERDAM (AFP) — Dutchman Jan. Siemerink won 
his third ATP tour title here on Sunday beating Thomas 
Johansson of Sweden 7-6 (7/2), 6-2. The 27-year-old left- 
hander, who knocked out top seed Pat Rafter of Australia 
in the quarter-finals, broke Johansson in the third and sev- 
enth games of the second set to add the title to his previ- 
ous wins in Nottingham in 1996 and Singapore in 1991 — 
he has lost in nine other finals. The 48th ranked 
Dutchman, who had eliminated compatriot and previous 
titleholder Richard Krajicek in the semi-finals, wasted 
several chances to break the 22 -year-old Swede, ranked 
34th in the world, in the first set but easily prevailed in the' 
tiebreak. 

Referee sends himself off 

LONDON (AFP) — Football referee Melvin Sylvester 
sent himself off after losing his temper and attacking a 
player who had jostled him The Daily Telegraph reported 
Monday. Sylvester, 42, was refereeing an amateur game 
at Charlton, southern England, when he punched the 27- 
year-old player several times, giving him a black eye and 
obliging him to leave the field for treatment. After other 
players intervened to calm the referee down Sylvester 
pulled out his red card and sent himself for an early bath, 
handing the game over to a substitute. He has now said he 
will never run a football match again. T was sorely pro- 
voked,” he said T just could not take any more — I blew 
my top.” 


George set 
for another 
world 
record 
attempt 

ADELAIDE (AFP) — 
Plans : were underway 
Monday to schedule anoth- 
er athletics meeting here 
late this month to give 
Australian Emma George a 
chance to reclaim the world 
indoor pole vault record. 

George cleared 4.47 
metres here last Saturday, 
improving on the 4.46m set 
by Czech Daniela Banova 
in Berlin 24 hours earlier. 

But on Sunday, Banova 
and American Stacy 
Dragila both broke 
George's record by clear- 
ing 4.48m in a meeting at 
Smddfmgen, Germany. 

George's manager Rob 
Aivatoglou said Monday 
there were moves for an 
indoor meeting here on 
March 26, which would 
give the former circus acro- 
bat an opportunity to recap- 
ture the world record, bro- 
ken three times in the past 
three days. 

Aivatoglou said George 
was disappointed she bad 
been unable to hold on to 
the record, after failing at 
her attempt here on 
Saturday to clear 4.52m. 

“But I think it's tenific 
for the credibility of the 
sport, the fact that there's a 
□umber of girls who are all 
extremely competitive,” he 
said. 

“She is always disap- 
pointed to lose the record, 
but she will have another 
go at iL” 


Japan and S. Korea 
looking for World Cup revamp 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan and South Korea 
are both looking to boost their World Cup 
squads after struggling in the Dynasty Cup 
tournament. 

Doubts have been raised about the future 
of South Korean coach Cha Bum-kun and 
players from both squads may be axed 
between now and the World Cup finals in 
France in June. 

South Korea lost to Japan in the first 
match of the tournament and needed a last 
minute goal to beat Hong Kong in their 
final match. Japan won the Dynasty Cup 
but were beaten 2-0 by China. 

Changes are expected before Japan and 
South Korea clash again on April 1 in a 
match to commemorate their joint hosting 
of the 2002 World Cup finals. 

After his side lost 2-1 to Japan in 
Yokohama, South Korean coach Cha hint- 
ed that he was ready to stand down if nec- 
essary. 

“I am willing to turn over the helm any- 
time to whoever can bring the first victory 
to our team in the World Cup finals,” he 
commented. 

“But as long as I have the reins, I will do 
my utmost.” 

The Korean Football Association has 
said Cha will stay in the post “We've 
never considered replacing him,” said 
senior KFA official Cho Joong-Yon. But 
Cha will be summoned to meetings this 
week about the squad. 

South Korea are looking to win a match 
for the first time in what will be their fifth 
World Cup finals. The prospect of arch- 
rivals Japan getting ahead worries them 
even more. 

But Japan have their own worries after 
their comprehensive defeat by China last 
Saturday. 

“Japan is physically inferior even in 
Asia. But there's nothing we can do about 
it” said Japanese head coach Takeshi 
Okada of the defeat. 

Okada tried more defensive tactics 
against the big Chinese team for the match 
— with midfielders Hiroshi Nanami 
Motohiro Yamaguchi and Toshihiro 
Hartori pulled back. 

In three months, Japan will find it even 


tougher in their Group H matches against 
Argentina, Croatia and Jamaica- 

“Now 1 realise how hard it is to attack a 
team with strong physical abilities,” said 
Okada after suffering his first defeat in his 
ninth match in charge. 

“We need to be more ingenious,” he said. 
“I am still too excited to think with a cool 
head. I will go home and think it over and 
watch the video replays." 

Okada. who had nfever managed a team, 
took over as head coach from Shu Kamo 
last October and successfully turned 
around Japan’s fortunes in their World Cup 
qualifying campaign. 

China’s coach Bobby Houghton said 
Japan and South Korea had “some very tal- 
ented players who show good movement 
and skill ” 

“But my fear would be they will find it 
very difficult physically in France,” said 
the Englishman. 

“When balls come into the penalty area 
there’s no one making the decision to come 
and clear it. I wonder if Japan is going to 
be physically tough enough.” 

Ken Naganuma, head of the Japanese 
Football Association, said the team had 
been “too defensively.” The JFA also plans 
special World Cup planning meetings this 
week. 

Junji Ogura, the secretary general of the 
association, said Japan would like to play 
China again — possibly in late April when 
there is a tittle break in the tight J-League 
schedule. 

Japan will also play two more interna- 
tional A matches in the Kirin Cup tourna- 
ment here but the participating teams have 
not yet been announced. 


Newcastle 
end 10-man 
Barnsley’s 
Wembley 
dream 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Newcastle United stayed 
on course for their first tro- 
phy since winning die 1969 
Fairs Cup beating 10-man 
Barnsley 3-1 on Sunday in 
their FA Cup quarter-final 
— earlier West Ham had 
drawn 1-1 with Arsenal. 

Newcastle, who will play 
either Sheffield United or 
Coventry in the semi-finals, 
took a two goal lead in the 
first-half through Georgian 
Temur Ketsbaia and Gary 
Speed and although Andy 



Newcastle United striker Alan Shearer bolds back Barnsley defender Arjan De Zeeuw 
(R) In the FA. Cap sixth round match at St James Park Newcastle March 8. 
Newcastle won the match 3-1 (Renters photo) 


Liddell reduced the deficit 
in the 57th minute, England 
midfielder David Batty 
scored Newcastle’s third in 
injury time. 

Barnsley, who had 
knocked out Bolton. Spurs 
and Manchester United on 
their way to the quarter- 
finals, had any chance of 
overcoming Newcastle 
extinguished when their 
England Under-21 interna- 
tional defender Adrian 
Moses was sent off midway 
through the second-half for 
a second bookable offence. 

In the other quarter-final 
West Ham defender Ian 
Pearce went from hero to 
villain as Arsenal fought 
back to draw 1-1 in their 
FA Cup quarter-final — the 
end of the match was 
maned by a fight between 
Arsenal's French midfield- 
er Patrick Vieira and the 
Hammers John Moncur. ■ 

Vieira had to be pulled- 
away from the Scottish 
midfielder after be laid into 
him just as the. final whistle 
was blows. Pearce, signed 
from Blackburn Rovers last 
summer, scored his'' first 
goal for the club m the 12th 


minute but 14 minutes later 
be conceded a penalty after 
nipping Martin Keown. 
which Dutchman Dennis 
Bergkamp converted for his 
18th goal of the season. 

West Ham, who beat 
Arsenal to win the last of 
their three Cup final wins 
back in 1980, went ahead 
when Pearce shot home a 
low left footed effort from 
14 yards which beat the 
despairing dive of Austrian 
‘keeper Alex Manninger. 

However, the 23-year-old 
Pearce ' then allowed 
Arsenal back into the 
match when he failed to 
clear the ball and upended 
Keown. Beigkamp coolly 
slotted the ball home,; his ■ 
third goal in the Cup this 
season, despite the 
Hammers French keeper 
Bernard Lama going the 
right way. 

The winner of jhe replay 
in 10 days 75ne ,, willplay 
first *■ ; division ; 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 
in the April 5 semi-final — 
Wolves beat Premiership ' 
side Leeds United 1-0 on 
Saturday. j 





GOREN BRIDGE 



WITH OMAR SHARIF 
4TANNAH HtRSCH 


SEND A MESSAGE 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 
A AS 82 
■5 Void 
OA109 

♦ KQ8752 

WEST EAST 

A106 * KQ J 8 7 

<3 Q 98 65 010432 

OKS 2 0854 

+AJS +4 

SOOTH 

♦ 94 
9AKJ7 
OQJ76 
*108 6 

The bidding; 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Pm 10 Pane 

I* Pm *NT Pm 

80 Pa a SWT Pm 

Pm Pm 

Opening load: Six of <5 

Had this deal occurred at rubber 
bridge, it would have bean over hr 
two wiinutwi and forgotten as quick- 
ly. Bat It was dealt in a pair event, 
where overtricks are vital 
. -North kept probing for a unit mb. 
tract. Moat of South's strength, 
however, was in Nath’s shat suit. 


so three no trump became the popu- 
lar contract 

The usual opening lead was a low 
heart. Where declarer won the first 
trick with the jack, the oouHnoalion 
geaeraQy was a club to the Ung and 
a diamond back to the queen and 
king. 

Since there was no point to a 
heart continuation, most Wests 
bond the spade shift Declarer held 
up far a round or two, but 10 tricks 
were the maximum that could be 
made. 

One declarer made 11 tricks. 

Instead of whlfling fimt hear t » 

with the jade. South took the trick 
with the king! That conveyed to 
West the impreasloa that East had 
started with J 10 in the suit. On 
winning the king of diamonds, 

therefore, West was delighted at 
the opportunity to knock oat declar- 
er’s remaining heart stepper, while 
still ho lding the ace of dubs. 

A funny thing happened on the 
way to the forum. Declarer won the 
heart continuation with the jack 
and led another club. No um**- 
how the defense reacted, declarer 
could collect one spade, three hearts 
and seven bricks m the ndnor suits 
for a second overtrick and top on 
the board. 
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Demi Moore ... in 

G.I. JANE 

H 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:15. 


8:30, 10:30 


K. 


CINEMA TEL: 4*341 44 

PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Pierce Brosnan as 

James Bond... in 

007...TOMORROW 
NEVER DEES 

Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA TEL:5699238 

PLAZA 


N. S’ CINEMA TEL .-5677420 UNK * 1A 


TEL; 079 3MJ0‘ 


A 


The biggest cinema production 

TITANIC 

Shows: 3:00, 7:00 p.m. 


m£— : 


Zk 


k 


CONCORD 


COHCOBD-.".!-. 

Adel Imam AYusra ... in 

RISALAILAALWALI 

l ARABIC) 

S hows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:00. 8:15. Kh30 
TITANIC shows: 9:30 ?M 
COHCORD-’-a* 

LONG KISS GOODNIGHT 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8 JO, 10:30 


k- 


GALLERIA2 


‘ ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15, 8:45 
The film is also on at 2:00 p.m. on 


Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 


c 


CINEMA . TH4 079 334J0 "X 

GALLERIA 1 ^ 


ABDOUN 
GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15, 8:45 
The film is also on at 2:00 pjn. on 
Wednesdays. Thursdays and Fridays 


^ 
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Hftanlteltate - — N 

TEL: 4625155 

/ 

NOW ON DAILY - 

THE GOVERNMENT 
INTHESERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hisham Yanes 
and his group 


fw reservations call: 4640155, 4625155 
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®! J RACJ starts season with 4X4 Rally 


By Roufan Nahbas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Royal Automobile Club of Jordan 
(RACJ) kicks off the 1JJ98 season with a 4X4 Desert 
Challenge Rally Tour on March 20 : 

The rally, the first -of its kind in five years, will be run 
on desert tracks covering sandy terrain and natural obsta- 
cles. 

The drivers will need to utilise their experience in 
manoeuvring and driving through hard desert routes 
spread with obstacles and sand dunes. 

The 4X4 rally’s result will be calculated according to 
overall time, and speed through special stages, that is why 
the need for a co-driver or more is essential. 

This type of rally concentrates on the harmony devel- 
oped between the driver and co-driver as calculations are 


SCOREBOARD 
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important to keep the rhythm of speed and time. 

Registration for the 4X4 rally is open to all Jordanian 
participants. 

As RACJ prepares for upcoming events, spokesman 
Bader Rashaed said that the club has several activities for 
the new season. 

“We have added two new events for this season. The 
4X4 Rally Tour and the Go-Carts Rally will be on the 
club’s agenda,’' he told the Jordan Times. 

“In addition to the usual events, there will be the 
National Rumman Hill Climb, and speed tests,” he said. 

On the international level the RACJ has two events — 
the Jordan International Rally in May and the 
International Rumman Hill Climb in August. 

Participation in all RACJ events requires a special 
licence issued from RACJ headquarters in addition to 
safety conditions of the car. 


Bookmakers to take 
team bets after 
Australian race farce 


LONDON (AFP) — British betting shops are to offer odds on 
teams as well as individual drivers in Formula One races after 
Sunday's controversial ending to the Australian Grand Prix. 

Bookmakers William Hill said the decision by David Coulthard 
to pull over to let McLaren team-mate Mika Hakkinen win was 
“highly unsatisfactory" for punters who had bet on the British dri- 
vers. 

Spokesman Graham Sharpe ruled out making an official com- 
plaint about the drivers' actions, saying that was a matter for the 
■sport’s governing body, the FIA. 

But he suggested teams could be ordered to declare any pre-race 
agreements between drivers so punters could make informed 
choices about who to put their money on — and warned the con- 
troversy was likely to hit die number of bets put on Formula One 
races. 

Race officials reacted angrily after David Coulthard pulled over 
two laps from the end of yesterday's race in Melbourne to let 
team-mate Hakkinen win. 

The pair said afterwards they had a pre-race ‘gentleman's agree- 
ment’ that whoever led at the first comer could claim victory. 

For die next race in the season, taking place in Brazil next 
month, William Hill will be offering team bets as well as on indi- 
vidual drivers for the first time. 

Odds for yesterday's race, 13-8 for Hakkinea and 9-4 for 
Coulthard, even though the Scottish racer was the more popular 
choice for punters, reflecting the fact that Coulthard last year also 
pulled over to let Hakkinen through. 


Princess 
Haya to 
compete 
in Zurich 
tournament 


AMMAN (J.T.) •— HRH 
Princess Haya will be 
among 40 competitors as 
Jordan's sole representa- 
tive at the Zurich 
International Equestrian 
Tournament larer this 
month. 

The March 26-29 event 
will group top contestants 
from 12 countries. Jordan 
is the guest of honour and 
the Ministry of Tourism 
will be holding an exhibi- 
tion on the sidelines in a 
bid to market the Kingdom 
intemationaUy and pro- 
mote interest in its archaeo- 
logical sites. 

The mounted badia 
police and a folkloric 
troupe will also be t akin g 
part. 

A delegation representing 
the Swiss media had visited 
the Kingdom on an invita- 
tion from Princess Haya 
last December and met 
with Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor. 

King Hussein expressed 
his happiness at Jordan's 
participation and wished 
the event success. He also 
underlined Jordan's pride 
in Princess Haya's efforts 
to promote the sport and 
compete on the internation- 
al level. 

Princess Haya had taken 
part in the tournament for 
the past two years. 


Evert Cup 

Kournikova battles 
to reach 3rd round 


INDIAN WELLS (AFP) 
— Russian teenager Anna 
Kournikova gave her 
mother a birthday present 
Sunday, fighting back 
from a first-set deficit to 
beat Chanda Rubin in the 
second round of the Evert 
Cup. 

The 16-year-old 16th 
seed, saved three match 
points in the 12th game of 
the third set, then dominat- 
ed the tiebreaker to win 3- 
6, 6-2. 7-6 (7/2). 

Kournikova. who has 
already made it to the 
round of 32 of the 
Australian Open, the semi- 
fials of a tournament in 
Hanover and the quarter- 
finals in Linz, Austria, said 
she had already benefitted 
from the increased number 
of tournaments she is 
allowed to play this year. 

“I'm starting to under- 
stand how to win match- 
es," said Kournikova, who 
can play 17 events this 
year under the WTA Tour's 
rules governing young 
players. “Im playing a lot 
more matches, and win- 
ning a lot of matches.” 

In the third round 
Kournikova will face fifth- 
seeded Spaniard Conchita 
Martinez, who escaped 
with a 7-6 (7/0), 5-7, 6-3 
victory over Venezuelan 
Maria Alejandra Vento. 

The top seed in action 
Sunday was No. 4 Amanda 
Coetzer of South Africa, 
who downed unseeded 


American Anne Miller 6-3. 
6-3. 

In the third round she’ll 
face compatriot Jeanette 
Kruger, who beat Austrian 
Barbara Schett 6-4, 6-3. 

Ninth-seeded Sandrine 
Tescud of France defeated 
compatriot Julie Halard- 
Decugis 6-3, 1-6, 6-4. In 
the third round she’ll meet 
unseeded American Sandra 
Cacic, who upset seventh- 
seeded Frenchwoman 
Nathalie Tauziat on 
Saturday. 

Tenth-seeded Belgian 
Dominique van Roost beat 
Austrian Barbara Paulus 6- 
4, 6-0 to advance to a 
meeting with eighth-seed- 
ed American Venus 
Williams. 

Japanese 11th seed Ai 
Sugiyama beat unseeded 
American Tara Snyder 6-1, 
4-6, 6- 1 to line up a third- 
round match against third- 
seeded German Steffi 
Graf. 

Kournikova, playing in 
her sixth tournament of 
1998. was at her best when 
the odds w'ere against her 
Sunday. 

After double faulting 
twice to give Rubin match 
point in the 12th game of 
the third set, she saved it 
with a deep forehand that 
Rubin could barely get her 
racket on. She netted a 
forehand to give Rubin 
another match point, but 
Rubin netted her service 
return. On the third match 


point Kournikova again 
played an aggressive rally 
that ended with Rubin hit- 
ting a backhand long. 

“I wasn't thinking any- 
thing." Kournikova said of 
that game. "I was thinking 
I can't lose, it’s my mom's 
birthday. 

“It happened that I start- 
ed to be aggressive on the 
match points. I should play 
all the time aggressive like 
I did on those points, it was 
some great shots.” 

Coetzer. playing her first 
tournament since losing in 
the semi-finals in Tokyo in 
January, encountered little 
resistance from qualifier 
Miller. 

Testud, who has battled a 
right achiiles tendon prob- 
lem and a painful left knee, 
said she was relieved to 
escape with a victory over 
Halard-Decugis. 

On Monday, the ATP 
Tour- Champions Cup. run- 
ning concurrently with the 
Evert Cup. swings into 
action, with Andre Agassi, 
winner of a tournament in 
Scottsdale on Sunday, 
scheduled to play 
Australian Todd 

Woodbridge. 


Drama in Serie A; Barcelona take 5-point lead 
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PARIS (AFP) — Juventus 

' yajn'cse ..amd ' tide ' rivals. . 
inter Mifim lost 'E0 16' ” 
Parma after Ronaldo 
missed a penalty in a dra- 
matic afternoon for the top 
Serie A elubs on Sunday. 

Juventus striker Filippo 
Inzaghi had a goal disal- 
lowed for off-side within 
seconds of the re-start, but 
it all looked to be going 
wrong for the reigning 
champions in the 76th 
minute. 

Jonathan Bachini sent a 
ball into the middle and 
Oliver Bierhoff dived, 
allowing the ball to beat 
Juventus goalkeeper 
Angelo Peruzzi, although 
the German striker did not 
appear to make contact 

Argentinian striker 
Hem an Crespo meanwhile 
kept Parma’s Champions 
League hopes alive with a 
77th minute winner against 
Inter Milan. Inter, who 
have never won at their 
Tardini ground, had a goal 
by Argentine Diego 


Simeone disallowed in the 
" 35th minute. 

. Ana their badliifck cp'hr^ 
finvied in the 67th, when 
Parma’s Brazilian defender 
Ze Maria tripped compatri- 
ot Ronaldo and the Inter 
ace saw Ms penalty saved 
by 20-year-old goalkeeping 
phenomenon Gianluigi 
Buffon. 

It was Ronaldo's first 
miss of the season while for 
Buffon, who made his Serie 
A debut aged 17, the save 
will have sealed his place in 
Cesare Maldini's World 
Cup squad. 

It also was sweet revenge 
for the keeper after 
RonaJdo blasted a free-kick 
past him in the home leg, 
wMch Inter won 1-0. 

Parma coach Carlo 
Ancelotti said: “We were 
playing against an excellent 
Inter side and it went well. 
We played good football 
throughout the second-half 
and the team responded 
well to the penalty.” 

Barcelona took a five 
points lead over Real 


Madrid at the top of the 
Spanish first division 
.. Saturday after scoring a 3-0 
home victory over their bit- 
ter rivals who were reduced 
to ten men for almost the 
entire second-half. 

Celta Vigo took third spot 
on Sunday following a 1-0 
win at bottom club Sporting 
Gijon. who have only won 
seven points in 2S matches. 

Atletico Madrid dropped 
from third to fourth follow- 
ing a 0-0 draw at home to 
Real Betis, also on Sunday. 

Lens kept their unexpect- 
ed French title challenge 
very much on the rails 
Saturday night when they 
came away from champi- 
ons Monaco with a 1-0 vic- 
tory to move into second 
place. 

Monaco slipped down to 
fourth place — three points 
clear of disappointing Paris 
St Germain who were held 
1-1 at home by Toulouse. 

Paris Sl Germain’s run of 
disappointments continued 
when a 58th minute goal by 
Marco Simone was can- 


Today .. The Grand Opening .. Today 

at 


Plaza Galleria 


Housing Bank Complex 
Tef.: 5699238 


www.cns.go.com.jo/galleria 
Abdoun - Tel.: 5934793, 079/33480 


TECKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE CINEMA 
NO RESERVATIONS BY TELEPHONE 


Plaza shows: 3:00-7:00 p.m. 

Galleria (1) shows: 5:00-6:30 p.m., Galleria (2) shows: 5:15-8:45 p.m. 
Shows wilt be on at 2:0 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday every week 


celled out two minutes later 
by Ivory Coast striker Joel 
Tiehi who fired home after 
racing on to a through ball 
from Thierry Moreau. 

The PSG players were 
jeered off the pitch and the 
result put under-fire 
Brazilian manager Ricardo 
under even more pressure. 

Bayern Munich fell deep 
into crisis Sunday evening 
with a 1-0 defeat in Schalke 
which has divided the team 
and even placed their 
tenure in next season’s 
Champions’ League in 
jeopardy. 

Bayern (47 points) were 
considered sure starters in 
Europe’s top club competi- 
tion. either as German 
champions or runners up. 
but are now seven points 
behind top placed 
Kaiserslautern (56 points) 
with third placed Bayer 
Leverkusen (45 points) 
breathing hot down their 
necks, just two points 
behind with nine matches 
to play. 



Croatian Lazio striker Alen Boksic (R) fights for the 
ball with Roma's defender Marco de Moraes Cafii of 
Brazil during their soccer game in Rome (Reuters 
photo) « 


Schalke opened strongly 
with Martin Max forcing u 
gTeat save by Oliver Kahn 
in the early stages. Mike 
Bueskens was handv on the 


wing and it was an aggres- 
sive cross from him in the 
1 9th minute which set up a 
sliding Thomas Linke for 
Schalke 's goal. 



UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME 
PROGRAMME OF ASSISTANCE TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
JOB VACANCIES IN THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR 

UNDP/PAPP is implementing, jointly with the Ministry of Agriculture of the 
Palestinian Authority, and with funding from the Government of Japan and 
the Netherlands, a series of projects in the areas of Agricultural Policy and 
Planning and Agricultural Adaptive Research and Extension. New Initiatives 
are also being designed in the area of Food Security Polices. 

In the framework of these projects. UNDP/PAPP, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Agriculture of the Palestinian Authority, is interested in candidates 
for Local Senior Experts and Technical Assistance positions, with Duty 
stations in Al-Beireh and Gaza, in the areas of : 

1 . Agricultural Policy Analysis and Planning; 

2. Agricultural Adaptive Research and Extension; 

3. Food Security Policies’ 

Candidates should have degrees relevant to the positions, as well as 
relevant professional experience and exposure. Experience with in or with 
the Palestinian Authority and understanding of the present agricultural 
institutional set-up in the West Bank and Gaza Strip would be a strong asset. 

Interested candidates are requested to send their applications before 19 
March 1998. 

Applications should be sent to : 

UNDP/PAPP 

Reference : Agricultural Sector Positions (Position 1,2, or 3) 

4A, Ya’Kubi Street P.O. Box 51359 Jerusalem Fax : 02 6280089 
Only short-listed candidates will receive an acknowledgment. 
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German leaders engage in 
rare criticism of Israeli policy 



MUSLIM REFUGEE: A Bosnian woman hangs her laundry in Brod, a suburb of the 
Bosnian Serb-held town of Brcko, Monday. Before -the war in Bosnia, surrounding 
areas of Brcko town were densely populated by Muslims (AFP photo) 


Sudan’s president brings 
opposition into cabinet 


BONN (R) — German 
Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel and Gerhard 
Schroeder, the opposition 
Social Democratic Party's 
candidate for chancellor, 
were quoted on Monday as 
saying the Israeli government 
was to blame for the stalled 
Middle East peace process. 

In language unusually 
blunt for German politicians, 
the two men told the maga- 
zine Tribune in separate 
interviews that criticism of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
-Netanyahu did not mean 
'Germany was taking an anti- 
Israeli position. 

“Israel is making it very 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
complained in an interview 
published in an Israeli newspa- 
per Monday that Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
had repeatedly foQ&d to honour 
promises made to hfm con- 
cerning the peace process. 

“I have met with him several 
times and until today aO I got 
from him were promises. 
Nothing was carried out," Mr. 
Mubarak was quoted as telling 
the Maariv newspaper. 

Ml Mubarak specifically 
mentioned a meeting with Ml 
N etanyahu in January 1996 in 
Davos, Switzerland, during 
which the Israeli premier 
vowed to quickly authorise the 
opening of an airport and sea- 
port in the Gaza Strip and safe 
passage corridors through 
Israeli territory between the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

AH three projects are called 
for under the Oslo peace 
accords. 

“Netanyahu said to me: 
-Within -two-or- three weeks 


LONDON (AFP) — British 
Prime Minister Tbny Blair 
urged Israeli Prime Minister 
Brayamin Netanyahu Sunday 
to make progress on the rede- 
ployment of Israeli troops 
from the West Bank, Mr. 
Blair's spokesman said. 

“Mr. Blair stressed the 
urgent need for progress in 
the peace process and the par- 
ticular importance of move- 
ment on the issue of redeploy- 
ment of Israeli troops,” the 
spokesman said after the 
meeting. 

To press his case, Mr. Blair 
has scheduled a tour of the 
Middle East including a stop 
in Israel, shortly after Easter, 
his spokesman added. The 
exact dates and countries of 
the tour were not disclosed. 

During an hour and a half 
meeting that was described as 
“constructive and friendly” 
the two leaders discussed the 
Middle East process, Iraq and 
Iran. 

Mr. Netanyahu is on the lost 
leg of a fair-day tour of key 
European capitals. 

“On the Middle East 
process. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu welcomed a mote 
active European role, comple- 
menting that of the U.S..” the 
spokesman added. 

Britain, which currently 


difficult for its friends at the 
moment” Mr. Kinkel said in 
his interview, excerpts of 
which were released ahead of 
the magazine's March quar- 
terly issue, which is focusing 
on the 50th anniversary of 
Israel's statehood. 

Mr. Kinkel said many 
members of the German par- 
liament were becoming frus- 
trated with Ml Netanyahu's 
policies. 

“It is not a paradox when 
we say quite clearly we con- 
sider tiie Israel government's 
settlement policies to be a 
violation of international 
law," Mr. Kinkel said. 

Negotiations to secure a 


from the time I return to Israel 
these issues will be sorted out" 
Mr. Mubarak said. 

“But January and February 
and March and an entire year 
went by and nothing hap- 
pened," he said. 

Mr. Mubarak said Mr. 
Netanyahu's hardline stance in 
negotikfons with the 
Palestinians was “without a 
doubt" harming Israel's rela- 
tions with Egypt 
He said that under Israel’s 
former Labour leaders. Yitzhak 
Rabiii and Shimon Peres, “we 
made progress in the peace 
process.” 

“Businessmen from Egypt 
began working with Israelis, 
people calmed down... But 
ever since Netanyahu came to 
power, things have been turned 
upside down, businessmen are 
afraid of visiting you." be said 
Ml Mubarak warned that a 
continuation of the year-old 
deadlock in the Palestinian 
peace process could lead to 
violence. 


holds the rotating European 
Union (EIT) presidency, 
announced Thursday an EU 
initiative to break the peace 
process deadlock, insisting 
that Israel must cany out 
“substantial, credible and 
urgent” troop withdrawals 
from the West Bank and halt 
all building of Jewish settle- 
ments in Palestinian areas. 

According to Israeli press 
reports Sunday, Mr. 
Netanyahu has drawn up a 
four-part plan to counter the 
British initiative. 

He did not make any men- 
tion of the plan after the meet- 
ing. but the Israeli press 
claimed that he would present 
the plan to Mr. Blair during 
their talks. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s “plan” 
begins with quick completion 
of negotiations with the 
Palestinians on the opening of 
a Palestinian airport and joint 
Israeli-Palestinian industrial 
zone in the Gaza Strip, reports 
said. 

This would be followed by 
a single troop pullback agreed 
on at an EU -hosted summit, 
which would also include 
talks on economic coopera- 
tion, water sharing and 
refugees. 

“Final status" talks would 
then be launched to thrash out 


lasting peace- following the 
1993 Oslo accords have been 
deadlocked for a year amid 
Jewish settlement-building 
on Arab territory and what 
Israel says is Palestinian fail- 
ure to prevent violence by 
Is lamis t groups. 

German politicians rarely 
speak out against Israel. In 
part because of its guilt over 
the holocaust. Germany is 
regularly among the most 
ardent supporters of Israel. 

Mr. Schroeder; premier of 
Lower Saxony who will chal- 
lenge Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl for his party in a gener- 
al election on Sept. 27, was 
quoted as saying Germany 


dangerous both for the 
Palestinians and the Jewish set- 
tlers' 1 Irving in occupied areas, 
be said. 

‘The Palestinians will try to 
harm the settlers, since they see 
them as people who stole their 
land," he said T am afraid that 
violence will be renewed.” 

Ml Mubarak also chided Ml 
N etanyahu's recent offer of a 
conditional withdrawal from 
the buffer zone Israel occupies 
in south Lebanon without try- 
ing to reach peace agreements 
with either the Lebanese gov- 
ernment or its Syrian patron. 

“My advice is don't play 
crafty games. If you want id 
solve the problem of south 
Lebanon, solve the Palestinian 
problem. Build trust Then the 
Syrians will trust the process 
and move forward,” be said. 

“The Syrians see what is 
happening to the Palestinians 
and have no forth in you,” be 
said. ‘Live in reality and not in 
a world of flhiskns.” 


a permanent peace agreement 
covering such central issues 
as the borders and status of 
the Palestinian entity and the 
fete of Jerusalem. 

After tire meeting, Mr. 
Netanyahu reiterated Israel's 
proposal for a conditional 
withdrawal from south 
Lebanon, saying Israel was 
"prepared to withdraw at any 
time." 

“The withdrawal from 
Lebanon depends solely on 
Lebanon’s ability to carry out 
the obligations of the [UN. 
Security Council] Resolution 
425, namely to guarantee 
security,” be told reporters. 

“We are prepared to do our 
part,” the Israeli premier said, 
adding: “It’s up to the 
Lebanese authorities.” 

Israel have offered to imple- 
ment a 20-year-old UN. reso- 
lution, calling for the immedi- 
ate withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from Lebanon, if 
Beirut pledges to ensure the 
security of the border area 
and prevent guerrilla attacks 
on northern Israel. 

Earlier Sunday in Oslo, Ml 
N etanyahu said he was com- 
mitted to peace and called for 
a summit meeting with 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, possibly in Oslo. 


should be able to criticise 
Israel's current government 
without that being consid- 
ered anti-Semitic. 

“Without wanting to inter- 
fere [in internal Israel poli- 
tics], we are much more crit- 
ical abort Netanyahu’s role 
than we were with his prede- 
cessors,” Mr. Schroeder said. 
He added that a Social 
Democratic chancellor 
would be a firm supporter of 
Israel. 

“Criticism of Israel on 
some issues should be possi- 
ble, but not disguised as a 
modem variation of anti- 
Semitism.” Mr. Schroeder 
said. 


Israeli hacker 
wanted for U.S. 
break-ins 
unbowed by 
FBI hunt 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
teenage Israel) computer whiz 
carried out a new raid on U5S. 
Defence Department comput- 
ers over the weekend even as 
US. federal agents tried to 
trade Mm down for earlier 
break-ins, ' die Yedkx Ahronot 
newspaper reposted Monday. 

The 18-year-old hacker, 
known only by Ms Internet sig- 
nature “Analyzer,” used a hook- 
up to the Internet computer 
communications network 
located at a southern Israeli unL 
verahy to enter (he Pentagon 
computed the newspaper said 

The youth penetrated the 
Pentagon system despite the 
fed feat he was already the tar- 
get of a massive hunt launched 
by foe US. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) after he car- 
ried out a series of raids into 
US. government and university 
computers last month, it said. 

The newspaper quoted an 
Israeli 'computer expeft 'Mark 
Gazit who sdki he was helping 
foe FBI* in its search for foe • 
hacker 

Ml Gazit, a deputy general 
manager at the Israeli branch of 
foe Iniernrt provider NetVisfcm, 
told foe Yedkx that 47 FBI 
agents had been assigned to foe 
case. 

A deputy US. defence secre- 
tary, John Harare, revealed last 
week that Pentagon computers 
containing non-classified infor- 
mation bad been penetrated by 
someone using foe Internet sys- 
tem. 

He called foe break-ins “foe 
most highly organised and sys- 
tematic attack foe Pentagon has 
seen to date,” but added that the 
perpetrator had caused no dam- 
age during Ms foray. 

Mr. Gazit said US. potioe last 
week detained two California 
hi gh school students who 
allegedly worted with the 
Analyser to cany out foe break- 
ins and had contacted 
NetViaoa to locate foe Israeli. 

Israeli police and foreign 
ministry spokesmen said they 
had not bear contacted by US. 
authorities for help in foe 
search. 

Analyses said to live with his 
parents in foe Tel Aviv region, 
spoke of his exploits in an inter- 
view to foe Israeli Internet ate 
Walla (www.waIkLCo.il). 

He said tie California teens 
had been his “students” who he 
was training to replace him 
after be “retires from hacking” 
in foe near future. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Sudan's President Omar AJ 
Bashfr has made major cabinet 
changes by bringing in 12 new 
feces, including an ex-rebel 
leader from foe south and two 
northern opponents, officials 
said on Monday. 

The reshuffle made by 
decree on Sunday night also 
saw retired army General 
Ibrahim Suleiman, a former 
military chief of staff, notably 
replace General Hassan Abdul 
Rahman Ali at foe ministry of 
defence. 

The changes in General 
Bashir's regime, backed by 
hard-line Islamists, came as it 
was up against rebels who have 
fought Khartoum since 1983 to 
end d ominatio n of the animis t 
and Christian south by the 
Arabised north. 

The mainstream rebel Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) has joined ranks with 


TEHRAN (AFP) — More 
than 150 deputies in the Iranian 
parliament have called for an 


exiled members of foe northern 
opposition, but has also seen 
some former guarillas go over 
to foe government side in con- 
stant jockeying for power 

One of foe ex-rebd chiefs 
fonnedy dose to SPLA head 
Colonel John Garang, Lam 
Akol has been made minister 
of transport in foe country, 
which has been hard-hit by 
ongoing conflict and is geo- 
graphically foe largest in 
Africa 

Major General Abdul Rahim 
Mohammad Hussein took foe 
interior ministry from General 
Bated Hassan Saleh. The latter 
was put in charge of presiden- 
tial affairs under Gen. Bashir, 
who seized power in a 1989 
coup, ousting the elected civil- 
ian government of Sadek A1 
Mabdi. 

Ten ministers lost their jobs 
and two members of Mr. 
Mahdi’s moderate Islamist 


Tehran miDiidpahiy. 

“During foe meeting some of 
foe [district] mayors matte 


Umraa Party, now officially 
banned like all foe dd political 
movements and foe trade 
unions, were given foe health 
and irrigation portfolios.- 

The ex-Umma members 
woe retired General Mabdi 
Bobu NImer and Sherif A1 
Thharm, whose water* supply 
portfolio had remained vacant 
for almost a year following the 
appointment of Ms predecessor 
to govern Sinnar State dose to 
border with Ethiopia. 

Gen. Nhnec, who had been . 
chief of staff during Ml 
M ahdi’s term as primp, minis- 
ter between 1986 and his 
ouster, replaced foe only 
woman in the outgoing cabi- 
net, Ibsane Ghabwachi. 

However, Sudanese women 
still saw one of their number in 
government, as Agnes Lukodo, 
a former state governor, was 
named minister of employ- 
ment 


the municipality, ted by moder- 
ate Mayor Gholam-Hussein 
Karbasdti. 

As socn as they woe 
released they complained 
about their treatment to a coali- 
tion of moderates and leftists in 
parliament 

Newspapers said that their 
testimony shook the deputies 
that some even cried, 

Iran’s Chid' Justice Ayatollah 
Mohammad Yazdi has denied 
foe charges, saying they were 
part of a political campaign 
against the police and courts. 
The ayatollah himself has been 
under growing.attack from the 
moderate and left-wing press 
for his “authoritarian ways.” 



German novice nun 
seeks companion 


COLOGNE (AFP) — A 
novice nun sparked an 
unholy row after advertis- 
ing... for a husband. 
According to the weekly 
news magazine Focus, the 
34-year-ctld woman asked a 
matrim onial agency to find 
her “a Catholic gentleman 
with the same opinions,” 
with a view to “friendship on 
a Christian basis.” Her 
request duly appeared in the 
marriage section in tire per- 
sonal columns of Cologne’s 
diocesan newspaper “The 
advertisement should never 
have been published,” a 
diocesan spokesman 

stormed “It’s like a fiancee 
placing a marriage ad.” 

Norwegian 
fakir sledges 
on a bed of nails 

KVTTFJELL (R) — A self- 
styled Norwegian fakir 
added a bizarre sideshow to a 
world cup downhill race by 
sledging down a mountain- 
side on a bed of nails mount- 
ed on skis. Naked above foe 
waist apart from a turban on 
his bead, Inge Vtdar Svingen 
sledged about 100 metres 
down a piste ar Kvitfjell 
lying on Ms back on a bed of 
270 six-inch nails. “It was 
cold hut I concentrated so 
much that it didn't hurt.” he 
told Reuters after his run. He 
said be got slightly scratched 
getting onto his sledge but 
did not get hurt going over 
bumps. 

Oasis apologise for 
bad singing 

BRISBANE (R) — British 
pop band Oasis wound up an 
Australian tour, plagued by 
reports of loutish behaviour, 
with an apology for bad 
singing. Their farewell con- 
cert in the northern city of 
Brisbane, which attracted 
only a few thousand fans, 
was maned by on-stage 
bickering among foe band 
before it was cut short 
“We're sorry about the 
singing,” songwriter Noel 
Gallagher told the Seven 
television network. Some 
fans left before the concert 
finished. “It was actually 
quite boring,” one fan told 
Seven. 

Italy to lay 
down rules for 
‘genuine pizza 1 

ROME (R) — Tired of 
pineapple toppings, black 
pudding options and other 
half-baked alternatives, the 
birthplace of pizza is putting 
its foot down. Egged on by 
perfectionists * in Naples, 
Italy's nati onal standards 
bocly (UNI? is laying down 
strict rules for the “genuine 
pizza" as it is prepared in the 
southern port city. UNI says it 
hopes to introduce a quality 
mack in Italy by October, 
when an international pizza- 
fest will be held in Naples. 
Then it will ask foe European 
Commission to extend a law 
that says only products from a 
certain region can lay claim to 
the name Neapolitan pizza. 

Buddhist faithful 


investigation into allegations 
that police tortured Tehran city 
officials during their detention, 
a newspaper reported Monday. 

Arzeshha (Values) weekly 
said 152 MPs of the 270-mem- 
ber parliament had sent a letter 
to supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei demanding the 
probe to be launched ar foe 
highest level 

Kurosh. Fuladi, a deputy 
from western Iran, told the 
paper that foe request followed 
a recent meeting between the 
MBs and the victims, who are 
forma: senior officials from 


statements more painful than 
previous allegations,” he said. 
“So they asked the leader to 
establish the facts in a bid to 
confront the judiciary if they 
are true." 

The unprecedented accusa- 
tions of torture have taken cm a 
political dimension and sullied 
the reputations of two pillars of 
foe Islamic republic, foe police 
and the courts. 

- ■ The city officials, including 
several district chiefs, were 
arrested several months as 
part of an investigation into 
financial corruption touching 


Mubarak complains of 
Netanyahu’s empty promises 


‘In the long run it will be 

Blair presses Netanyahu on 
redeployment of Israeli troops 


Iran MPs demand probe into allegation of torture 


Iraq keeps ghost airport primed for resumption of normal flights 

flights to protect, the visitor can- ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
pass tbrcalgftqukte than VIPSs. Zhirinovsky and a delegation of 
“fa foe old days we used to Russian MPs. 

Since that first fli ght, foe 
Sanctions Committee Iras 


By Steve Kirby 
Agency Finance Presse 

BAGHDAD — The flight 
indicator in the arrivals hall at 
the capital's Saddam 
International Airport, once 
Iraq is bustling world travel huh, 
-has just one word on it 
Amman. 

But since the 1991 Gulf war, 
a 950-klJometre road journey 
from the Jordanian capital has 
been virtually the only way into 
Iraq, even for some of foe 
world’s top diplomats. 

UN. sanctions banning all 
flights into or out of Iraq with- 
out specific priw appoval haye 
reduced Saddam International 
to a ghost airport, apart from a 
spate of aid flights since 
Decemher. 


In foe departures hall the 
indicator board still invites pas- 
sengers to check in for Iraqi 
Airways' Flight 016 to 
Frankfort ' 

“It’s been showing that flight 
for more than seven years,” a 
civil aviation department offi- 
cial said 

Late on Jan. 16. 1991, just 
hours before U.S.-led air raids 
launched foe Gulf war, a sched- 
uled flight left for Russia and 
Iraqi Airways flew other planes 
out to safety in Iran. Jordan and 
Tunisia. 

They were to be the- last air- 
craft to fly in or out of Saddam 
International for the best part of 
seven years. 

The French-built airport com- 
pleted in 1982. just three years 
after Saddam Hussein rose to 


. foe Iraqi presidency, became a 
ghost airport, its three modern 
terminals still staffed but with- 
out any passengers to serve. 

Route maps still proudly pro- 
claim all the world destinations 
once served by Iraqi Airways. 

“Two million passengers a 
year passed through each of foe 
three terminals before 1991,” 
said Irnad Hameed, the airport’s 
director for four flightless years. 

“But now we don’t even have 
any planes,” said Me Hameed, 
a former pilot for Iraqi Airways. 
“All pilots need to fly to refresh 
their knowledge. I don’t know 
how to explain how it is for a 
pilot." 

The airport is still served by a 
three-lane highway from the 
city centre, bat now it carries 
just a handfol of vehicles a day. 


Roadside adverts from before 
the war still extol the products 
of Iraqi firms, many of them 
virtually put out of business by 
foe war over Kuwait and UN. 
sanctions. 

“It’s more than a hotel” says 
one advert for foe Rastaeed, the 
Baghdad hotel now better 
known as a base for foreign 
journalists during Iraq’s recur- 
rent crises with tire internation- 
al community. 

Every day the airport staff 
dock in for work. Ml Hameed 
said he did not know exacdy 
bow many people foe airport 
now eznpktycdl but more than 
50 were waiting for (he Iraqi 
Airwtys shuttle bus at tire after- 
noon change of shift. 

He insisted his staff were kept 
busy. Because of UN. sanc- 


tions outlawing all but limited 
imports of food and medicines, 
it is a daily battle to keep foe air- 
port maintained, he said. 

“Because of foe embargo, we 
just can’t get the spare parts, so 
we have bad fo take them from 
ths otter terminals.” 

By hook and by crook the 
staff keep the airport's main 
Babylon ter minal going right 
down to its escalators and a 
two-storey ifluxmnated foun- 
tain. 

The airport tannoy system 
works too, but instead of flight 
announcements it plays popular 
music from Iraqi Radio. 

The X-ray machines have 
been kept in place to check foe 
baggage of departing passen- 
gers, lilt now they bear “Down 
USA” stickers . antL with no 


get two uniforms a year; but 
how, because of the sanctions, 
we have to wear our own- 
clothes," said - an airport 
employee who asked' not be 
named. 

Ir’s been' sad for all of us 


any passengers. 

Last Christmas, on Dec. 25, 
foe staff finally received some 
solace when a Russian aircraft 
received permission from the 
UN. Sanctions Committee to 
land at Saddam International 
— the first such exemption 
since the war. 

The plane, which foe sano- 


allowed about a dozen diplo- 
matic and aid fli gh ts to land at 
Saddam International. . 


safety systems first — h? gave 
us a clean biH of health,” Ml 
H ameed said proudly. 

Some diplomats here lave 
said their countries are pressing 

for foe Security Council to lift 


warned about 
immoral monks 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong's Buddhist clergy has 
warned that phoney monks 
who have wives 'and smoke 
cigarettes are preying cm the 
faithful at ftinerals. “Don't 
trust people who bang around 
the death-bed and offer ser- 
vices,” said Hfa-Hung, a 
senior monk at the Hong 
Kong Buddhist Association. 
“There are impostors and it’s 
some&mg that's been going 
on for a long time.” Buddhist 
monks are used by many 
Chinese here for funeral rites 
and are paid with donations. 
Hin-Hung said the person 
perforating the rites should 
not be “someone who 
smokes, goes back home to 
his wife and does things 
which aren't very moral.” 


the restrictions on nor mal 
flights, as a first token easing of 
. sanctions to reward Iraq for its 

dons initially forced to divert to cooperation with UN. 
Iran, was carrying maverick weapons inspectors. 


UN. chief Kofi Arman used 
the airport on his pease mission 
woridng in an airport without last month. “A French civil avi- 
ation expert came to check our 




